· ‘Shrinking Cities’ in Japan and Germany: A Comparative View (current) / 

 ‘Schrumpfende Städte’ in Japan und Deutschland in vergleichender Sicht (laufend)

In many countries the demographic change has became a problem not only for villages and towns but also for cities. For coping with the challenges of and answers to this issue, comparative international research is thought-provocing. The comparison between Japan and Germany is interesting because of the extreme demographic challenges which both countries have to respond to: extreme low fertility, population decline, and ageing. This concerns not only applied research which focusses pragmatically on the reasons, adjustment strategies, and options for actions, but also on theoretical approaches such as the questioning of ‘growth’ as the paradigm of modern economies. In this context, ’shrinking’ is seen as an incentive or a chance. It deserves special attention for research on urban landscape design including the planning of housing and public spaces, the contraction of urban spaces (‘downsizing’), and the revitalization of urban centers.
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