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Despite economic development, modern slavery and
trafficking persists in all parts of the world. The book
launch offers a first insight into the main arguments,
presented in Trafficking Chains. Modern Slavery in
Society. The authors, Sylvia Walby and Karen Shire,
argue for an integrated view on trafficking not only
as an issue of crime, but nested in multiple regimes of
inequality, pleading for a solid requlation of the econ-
omy, better welfare, and social protections.

The introduction to the main arguments of the book
by the authors, is followed by a discussion of the book
from different disciplinary perspectives by commen-
tators Kristin Platt, Miriam Rehm and Brigitte Young.
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Anneliese Maier Research Awardee
Royal Holloway, University of London

Professor Sylvia Walby OBE FBA FAcSS holds the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Anneliese Maier
Research Award with the Essen College of Gender
Research and the Institute of Sociology of the Univer-
sity of Duisburg-Essen as host institutions. She holds a
Professorship at the School of Law and Social Sciences
in Royal Holloway, University of London. The re-
nowned scientist is a Fellow of the British Academy
and Fellow of the UK Academy of Social Sciences
and served as the Chair of the UK Research Excellence
Framework REF2021 Sub-Panel for Sociology. She is
Founding Co-President of the International Sociolog-
ical Association’s Thematic Group 11 on Violence and
Society. Walby was awarded an OBE for services to
equal opportunities and diversity in 2008.
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Karen A. Shire

Vice-Rector for University Culture, Diversity and Inter-
national Affairs at the University of Duisburg-gssen

Karen Shire holds the Chair in Comparative Sociolo-
gy and Japanese Society at the University of Duis-
burg-€Essen, where she is also Vice-Rector for Uni-
versity Culture, Diversity, and International Affairs.
Recently she is Guest Professor at the Institute of
Social Sciences, The University of Tokyo (2024), and
Scholar-in-Residence at the Max Planck Institute for
the Study of Societies (2022), and faculty member

in the International Max Planck Research School on
the Social and Political Constitution of the Economy
since 2017. She is a past Director of the Essen College
of Gender Research (2018-2022). Currently, Shire

is co-speaker of the DFG funded Research Training
Group on Cross-Border Labor Markets at the Uni-
versities of Bielefeld and Duisburg-€Essen, Pl in the
DFG Research Training Group on East Asian Futures,
President of RCO2 Economy & Society, International
Sociological Association, and Co-Coordinator of Net-
work G, Labor Markets, Society for the Advancement
of Socio-Economics.

Further information:

https://www.netzwerk-fgf.nrw.de/veranstaltungen; https://www.uni-due.de/ekfg/; http://inzentim.de/veranstaltungen
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