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EXPRESSION AND LOCALIZATION OF INTEGRINS IN HUMAN UTERINE EPITHELIAL CELLS
Thie M., Albers A., Denker H -W.

Insti :ut fur REnatomie, Universitatsklinikum Essen, D-45 122 Essen, Germany
Atzachment of crophoblastic cells to the apical plasma membrane of uterine epichelial
cells (UECs) represents a Key event in the course of embrvo implantarion. Previcus
studies suggestc that endometrial "*eceot1'*:_" lepends criticall y on UECs sntering a
geculiar cell biological state, expressing specific sets i ecules
at their surface membranes. We are interested in cell
differentiacion programs of UECS that mav form the b n of
adhesion molecules.

Here, we are reporting studies on the expression and _oCaL;zat‘u. of cercain integrins,
i.e. alpha .1, 3, 5, 6 and bera 1, 2, 3, 4 chains, on UECs of warious differentiacio:
states. The models used comprise ﬂLman ercometrial tissue from the early prolifsrative
phase through the s nscrual n n endomertrial
spithelial cell d conditions
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Using immunohistochemistry we egrins
are present on UECs. The pa ficant
differences between the model : s were
expressed at the basal or :ﬁe 1 la o the
phase of the menstrual cycle. Patterns of cu : ven
growth conditions. These results suggest that the investigatsd be
important for trophoblast atzachment but slso seem te allow ve

state vs. the non-receptive state of UECs.
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