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Implantation - - the establishment of cellular contact between
embryo and mother - - has become an extremely relevant subject
in clinical medicine with the increased public use of contraceptives
designed to interfere with this process. This book summarizes
recent progress in our understanding of the molecular biological
mechanisms directly involved in implantation initiation, and the
physiologic regulation of this process as a basis for pharmacologic
control.
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New research presented here examines the central role played by
proteolytic enzymes of the trophoblast and the uterus. Never before
published light and electron micrographs illustrate the inhibition of
implantation by the use of specific proteinase inhibitors in vivo. The
author discusses potential problems involved with the use of pro-
teinase inhibitors in regulating fertility.

This study makes an important statement and deserves the con-
sidered attention of specialistes and researchers concerned with the
problems of reproduction and fertility regulation.
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