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Classifying
Antisemitism

How is the module structured and how can it be used?
The module Classifying Antisemitism is based on three units:

Mechanisms of antisemitism: The aim of this unit is to help participants understand how
antisemitism functions as a dehumanizing ideology. The accompanying slides present the
core mechanisms on which antisemitic narratives are based. This unit can be conducted as a
plenary discussion or set up as a poster exhibition. During the discussion, participants can
also draw connections to other forms of group-focused enmity, such as anti-Muslim racism,
heterosexism or misogyny.

Antisemitism yesterday and today: Participants explore the history and continuity of
antisemitism in Germany through selected historical events. They come to understand that
antisemitic violence is deeply embedded in both German and European societies. This
activity uses a timeline as a group puzzle. Each group is assigned a specific research task
and contributes its findings by placing key events on a timeline set up in the classroom.

Forms of antisemitism: To recognize antisemitism, it is important that participants learn to
distinguish between its different forms. This unit supports that goal by using media examples
and quotes from young people interviewed in our study. It presents five predominant forms of
antisemitism for analysis and discussion. The unit can be conducted as group work or
explored together in a plenary discussion.


https://www.claim-allianz.de/content/uploads/2024/08/240810_claim_lagebild_summary.pdf?x22760
https://www.claim-allianz.de/content/uploads/2024/08/240810_claim_lagebild_summary.pdf?x22760
https://www.claim-allianz.de/content/uploads/2024/08/240810_claim_lagebild_summary.pdf?x22760
https://www.claim-allianz.de/content/uploads/2024/08/240810_claim_lagebild_summary.pdf?x22760
https://www.adl.org/resources/tools-and-strategies/what-heterosexism-and-what-can-i-do-about-it
https://www.internetmatters.org/de/issues/online-hate/what-is-misogyny/

How does antisemitism work?

Antisemitism is a dehumanizing
ideology. It relies on disparaging
stereotypes directed at Jewish people
as a group, at Judaism, or at the State
of Israel. These patterns function as
ideological fragments that form part of
a broader belief system aimed at
oppression and exclusion. As an
ideology, antisemitism presents itself
as a way to explain the world.



O I Guidelines for Using this Unit
M The unit is particularly well-suited for a poster walk. Print slides 4, 6,

7, 8,9, and 10 as A3-sized posters and distribute them around the
room. Ask participants to walk through the room in small groups,
read the posters, and discuss the content. Afterwards, hold a
plenary discussion to reflect on impressions and the knowledge
gained. The following questions can be helpful for this discussion:

» Can you recall a moment when you witnessed or experienced
antisemitism?

» How did it affect you?

» What mechanisms are used to marginalize Jews, and are they also
used against other groups? If so, which ones?

» What role do you think antisemitism plays today?

» What do you think distinguishes antisemitism from other forms of
prejudice or hatred?

The concept of ideology should also be discussed in plenary.
Depending on the age group, this can be done using short dictionary
entries or introductory academic texts.




AttrlbUthnS Of When Jewish people are not seen as part of the

supposed (German) community but as ‘Others, it
creates an image of foreignness — a sense that they ‘But the Jews were

FO re |g n neSS do not belong to us. always different [...]

and | think that's why
Often, as seen on the journal cover on the left, only all this persecution

traditional forms of Judaism are depicted, while the stuff happened,’ [Lia,
diversity of Jewish life is ignored. A sense of 16 years old]
foreignness is also reinforced when people speak
about Jews in generalizations, as in Lia's interview
*Jewish Life in Jiidisches Leben = quote, or when Jewish students are contrasted with
Germany: The in Deutschland “normal students” and framed as “Others,” as in
Nknown orld o g e Wit sebenan Charlie’s quote.

L) These constructions of otherness are at the core of

7 both antisemitism and racism.
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Constructions of otherness are rooted in the process of
othering, as described by cultural studies scholar
Edward Said.

‘Jewish students were also separated from normal students

in the early stages of the Third Reich.’ [Charlie, 19 years old]

Where can constructions of otherness still be found today?
What narratives and visual representations do they produce?
Which groups are being targeted, and what specific forms

of group-focused enmity are at play?




Monika Urban

Von Ratten,
SchmeiB3fliegen
und Heuschrecken
Judenfeindliche Tiersymbolisierungen

und die postfaschistischen Grenzen
des Sagbaren

?

Dehumanization

In medieval Christianity, Jews were dehumanized through depictions as
animals and were portrayed as dirty or dangerous. One example is the so-
called Judensau (“Jew sow”), which shows a rabbi suckling a pig — a deeply
antisemitic image that still appears on the Wittenberg City Church in
Germany (top right). Today, dehumanization continues when social media
posts portray Jewish people as monsters (middle right) or compare them to
vermin (bottom right).

‘In antisemitism, such animal representations have a long tradition: while the
classical motif of medieval anti-Judaism is the sow, which is considered
unclean and dirty, in National Socialism the dominant symbolic
representations of the Jewish population are vermin and bacteria that
consume and decompose the ‘body of the people’’

Dehumanization legitimizes violence against targeted groups. When others
are no longer seen as equal, the threshold for committing violence drops. In
Nazi ideology, Jews were stripped of their human dignity, systematically
dehumanized and demonized. This laid the foundation for their
disenfranchisement, persecution, and eventual murder.

Are dehumanizing animal comparisons 4 we win, we're all German. And if we lose, those

used against other groups as well?

What purpose do they serve? old DFB player)

monkey comments come.’ (Yousouffa Moukoko, 19-year-

%
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Sandstone relief 1290,
Wittenberg City Church

Source: ADL

Source: Know your Meme



_ Physical Stereotypes

N This ideologeme portrays Jews as allegedly physically
{ &\ different. In the 18th century, supposed physical “defects”

' (SheckleMaster) 2

were invented to falsely distinguish Jewish people from
N Christians.

>0y vey!
don't mess
with this goy

The attribution of specific physical characteristics to Jewish people can be
traced back to the German natural scientist Johann Friedrich Blumenbach. At
the University of Gottingen, he developed a racist classification system that
categorized people based on physical traits. This framework helped shape
enduring prejudices, such as those shown in the graphic on the right or
described by Eda and Wes in their interviews. During the Nazi era, these
false attributions were further developed and weaponized to marginalize and ‘So at school, you often hear that they're rich,

ultimately murder Jews. The examples presented here show that mapy of ah, have a big nose (...) (Eda, 18 years old)
these harmful images remain influential today. &

Mega Ultra Jew

Source: Know your me

Supreme Overlord!

What prejudices exist about the bodies of other social
groups? How do they work? How do they contribute to

- the creation of pejorative images? She looks like, if you go by this stereotype, er, she
doesn't have any of the characteristics [...] that | myself

@ @ - don't believe in, just because someone has a big nose
~ doesn't mean they're Jewish (Wes, 18 years old)




Blood Libel

According to this myth, Jews use the blood of Christian
children in ritual practices. This antisemitic lie dates back to
antiquity but became increasingly widespread across Europe
from the Middle Ages onward.

This myth is closely tied to the rise of Christianity and the belief that
Jewish people were responsible for the death of Jesus, also known
as the charge of deicide. In many Christian countries, false stories
circulated about Jews allegedly killing children for ritual purposes.
lllustrations such as the two line drawings on the right reflect these
myths. The depiction of the Israeli Prime Minister from 2024 (far right)
draws on this imagery as well. These so-called blood libels were used
to portray Jews as dangerous and threatening. They fueled fear and
served as a basis for restricting the rights of Jewish people across
Europe.

? Other groups have also been accused of ritual killings.

] Who are they and what is the purpose of the accusations?

@9’ #Netanyahu_A_criminal of war Source: X

h

¢ e\

b

O

OF INNOCET}!

\\

Q 24 11508 Q492 |y 20433 A

Source: Der Sturmer, 1934, Library of
Congress, courtesy of USHMM Photo Archives




C | Myth
Since the Middle Ages, Jews have been falsely accused of seeking world
domination through a secret conspiracy. The myth that Jewish people
— control money and use it to enrich themselves unlawfully also originated
during this time. These antisemitic ideas persist today, as seen in the so-

[° O °J| called “happy merchant’” meme (middle right) and in Lia’s explanation of
why she believes Jews were persecuted (quote at the bottom right).

The association of Jews with wealth, conspiracy, and world domination sets antisemitism apart
from many other forms of racism, which tend to focus solely on devaluation. In contrast, Jews are
often portrayed as powerful and controlling, symbolized by the image of a world-spanning
octopus, as seen in the illustrations at the top right. These fabricated narratives also appear in
calls for boycotts, which suggest that major global brands are part of a Jewish-led conspiracy
(bottom middle). Aylo’s quote (bottom left) combines the blood libel myth with the idea of Jewish

world domination. @

Source: Know Your Meme

(...) children are said to have been kidnapped and raped
there, and among other things, it is said that they are also
sacrificed and, and their blood is somehow taken and so the

7
blood is used to make the celebrities look younger [...] I'm > T ‘Well, but the Jews were always different and
not saying that this is true, but | believe that this is really . - k5 the Germans couldn’t stand that when the
happening, but f'm not sure [Aylo, 19 years old] o AR c\/s had more money or something () and |
ol think that’s why | think all this persecution stuff
happened,’[Lia, 16 years old]
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Continuity of

Antisemitism In
Germany
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How has antisemitism developed historically?

Antisemitism is a dehumanizing ideology with a long and continuous
history. In_Germany, public discourse often reduces antisemitism to the
context of the Shoah. Today, it is frequently projected onto Muslim
communities, while broader societal patterns are overlooked.

In reality, numerous studies show that antisemitism remains a widespread
issue across all segments of German society. The long historical continuit
of antisemitic violence, which continues in the present, is often ignored.
This learning unit aims to make that reality visible.

2 Nii:ierg@ PR @

pogroms Luther's antisemitic Laws terrorist
during the third pfennig antisemitic Hep-Hep  writings pogrom  arson and murder attacks attack in
plague writings riots Halle
1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020



0 History and Continuity of Antisemitism

O OO The timeline on the history and continuity of antisemitism by the example of Germany is
CCCD used as a collaborative group puzzle activity. Participants are divided into small groups,
each assigned to independently research a specific event. Afterward, the groups present
their findings and place their event on a large timeline prepared on the wall using masking

tape and labeled segments.

Post-October 7 antisemitism 1 € S€lected events should span the entire_ historical period, ensuring that key mgme_nts
in Denmark at highest level ~ are not left out. Any events that are not assigned to a group can be added to the timeline
since WWII in advance, before the group presentations take place.

All 121 recorded incidents of antisemitism were ‘Jew-hatred and not just
criticism of Israel, says leader of 7,000-strong Danish Jewish community

In a plenary discussion held in front of the timeline, participants explore patterns of
continuity and recurring forms of antisemitic violence. The timeline helps visualize how
such violence has persisted over time. This discussion also offers an opportunity to reflect
on the long-term impact of antisemitism on the Jewish community within the participants’
own country.

Anti-Semitic acts nearly

SOCIETY | GERMANY

Jews in Germany face antisemitism surge quadrupled last year in France,
since Oct. 7 attacks N says Jewish organisation

o ek UK records record level of antisemitism rore

Antisemitic incidents reported in Germany have multiplied in the year following the October 7 Hamas in fi rSt half Of yea r, Cha rity SayS

attacks on Israel. From stones thrown to faltering friendships, DW examines the impact on Jewish people Anti-Semitic acts in France nearly quadrupled in 2023 compared with the previous
and communities; year, a Jewish organisation said Wednesday, reflecting a surge in discrimination since
the October 7 attack by Hamas on Israel.



1348-1353 pogroms during the
plague
Jewish people blamed
for the spread of the plague
in Europe. |
They are hunted down and murdered.

1418 third pfennig
Jewish people have to
pay a tax in addition to the
existing
taxes.

1543 lampoon
Martin Luther publishes his
antisemitic book “On the Jews
and Their Lies”.

1819 Hep-Hep-Riots
Students and merchants in
Europe attack Jewish people.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

1879 definition of antisemitism
The publicist Wilhelm Marr
develops the concept of
antisemitism with a racist
intention.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

1970 arson attack
on a Jewish retirement home
in Munich

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

1982 bomb attack
at the Jewish restaurant Mifgash
Israel in Berlin

1935 so-called Nuremberg
Laws
Jewish people are completely

disenfranchised in Nazi Germany.

1972 Black September
terrorist attack on the Israeli
national team at the Olympic

Games in Munich

1980 murder
of the Jewish publisher couple
Shlomo Lewin and Frieda
Poeschke

1938 pogrom night
In German cities, synagogues,
shops and homes of Jewish
people are destroyed.

1975 bomb attack
on the Chairman of the Central
Council of Jews Heinz Galinski

1990 attack
on late repatriates of Jewish
origin in Rostock

Conference
The genocide of European Jews
is planned in Berlin. In the
aftermath, millions of Jewish
people are systematically
murdered.

1979 bomb attack
on transmitters while the film
series “Holocaust” is being
broadcast

1992 murder
of the Jewish Holocaust survivor
Blanka Zmigrod



1992 bomb attack
on the Holocaust Memorial
Pulitzbrucke, Berlin

1992 arson attack
on an exhibition about Jewish
people at the memorial of Nazi
crimes in Sachsenhausen

1992 murder
of the Holocaust survivor
Alfred Salomon

1994 arson attack
on the Lubeck synagogue

=8

2007 arson attack
at a Jewish kindergarten in Berlin

2020 arson attack

on the New Synagogue in Erfurt

2024 attack
on a Jewish student in Berlin

2009 assault and battery
of a Jewish student in
Gummersbach

2023 Israeli flags
are burned at demonstrations

2019 terrorist attack

on the synagogue in Halle/Saale

2023 attack

on the Jewish community centre

in Berlin

2020 attack
on a Jewish restaurant in East
Germany

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

2023 arson attack
on the New Synagogue in Erfurt

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,



Forms of
Antisemitism

In what forms does antisemitism appear?

Antisemitism can take many different forms. The
ideology behind it, and the stereotypes it draws
upon, have shifted repeatedly throughout history.
Understanding these different expressions of
antisemitism is essential for recognizing it in the
present and for taking effective action against it.




O

IJJ° — Forms of Antisemitism

To explore the different forms of antisemitism with participants, we recommend
using either small group work or a plenary discussion format:

a. Group Work (approx. 2 hours):

Participants are divided into groups, each focusing on a specific form of
antisemitism. Using slides 17-21 and additional texts (provided on the right),
they analyze the temporal context, main features, and forms of expression.

Each group then presents its findings in a plenary session. This is followed by
a fishbowl discussion, where representatives from each group act as experts.
The discussion highlights similarities and differences between the various
forms of antisemitism.1

b. Plenary Discussion (approx. 45 minutes):

Using slides 17-21, the different forms of antisemitism are discussed
collectively. Participants identify the temporal context, key themes, and forms
of expression based on the slide texts and examples. They are also
encouraged to reflect on how these forms differ from or relate to their own
experiences.

Further texts and links
on forms of antisemitism

v'  https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-
library/deconstructing-antisemitic-memes-
helping-students-critically-view-online-hate

v" https://nexusproject.us/nexus-
resources/campus-quide-to-identifying-
antisemitism-in-a-time-of-perplexity/

1 Please note that the forms of antisemitism
may be labeled or described differently across
various media and public debates.
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Anti-Judaism is rooted in
Christian religious belief and
represents the oldest and most
widespread form of antisemitism.
It is evident, for example, in the
accusation that Jews were
responsible for the crucifixion of
Jesus, or in the blood libel, which -
falsely claims that Jewish people L b ol
murder non-Jewish children and
use their blood for religious
rituals.

While anti-Judaism was originally
justified on theological grounds, it
has increasingly been reinforced
by enduring myths that still
circulate today.

Source: Informationen zur politischen Bildung
Nr.307/2010, S. 16
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~#Rd Modern Racist Antisemitism

National Socialist antisemitism was rooted in racist constructs, including the invention of a biologically based otherness attributed
to Jews. Dehumanizing tests were developed to support the false claim that Jews were physically inferior and inherently different,
with traits that could not be changed. This notion of biological otherness was used to justify the persecution, expulsion, and
genocide of the Jewish community.

Source:
R , M1 Zeichnungen aus v @ Oubit Suyind o
Ch Ild ren's einem deutschen ‘14,’ W‘MM Rning!

Schulbuch von 1936

Texte zu den
Zeichnungen

trusta-foxon

@® Der Deutsche ist ein
fh'e'g'reeﬂ’h’e'a'th stolzer Mann,

. . der arbeiten und

oradewinhis kimpfen kann

Weil er so schon ist und
'O'at'h"' voll Mut,
hasst ihn von jeher
1 936 schon der Jud!
@ Das ist der Jud, das
sieht man gleich,
der groBte Schuftim
ganzen Reich!
Er meint, dass er der
Schonste sei,
und ist so hasslich doch
dabei!

Die nationalsozialistische Weltanschauung

T1 « Rassismus und Antisemitismus

Bereits 1924 beschrieb Adolf Hitler in seinem Buch ,Mein Kampf“ die
Grundziige der nationalsozialistischen Ideologie. Diese war unter ande-
rem von einem menschenverachtenden Rassismus gepragt. So meinten

die Nationalsozialisten, dass die arische Rasse anderen tiberlegen sei,
weswegen sie andere beherrschen miisse.

AuBerdem behaupteten sie, dass Juden eine minderwertige Rasse
und Feinde Deutschlands seien. Dies nennt man Antisemitismus.

‘Yes, they were all just, they just tried to
So anyone who looked different, who didn't fit the image, was

Wiirde man die Menschen in drei Arten einteilen, in Kulturbegriinder,
Kulturtrager und Kulturzerstérer, so kdmen als Vertreter der ersten
wohl nur die Arier in Frage. Den gewaltigen Gegensatz zum Arier bildet
der Jude. Die feindliche Haltung des Judentums gegeniiber dem deut-
schen Volke und Reich ... erfordert entschiedene Abwehr ...

simply [...] it started with the fact that you didn't go to Jewish
shops.’ [Interview with Susi, 17 years old]

M2 Hitler in ,Mein Kampf* liber ,Arier und Juden*
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© 3) Stelle die Zeichnungen in M1 und die dazu- © Erklare die Begriffe ,Rassismus” und
gehorigen Texte gegeniiber. »Antisemitismus®. (T1, M2)
b) Nimm Stellung zu der Wirkung, die Texte M Partnervortrag

und Bilder erzielen sollen.

Source: Schoolbook: Durchblick Basis, Geschichte und Politik 9/10.
EfRer, Melanie et al. Braunschweig: Westermann, 2020. P. 18.
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¢&'\ Secondary Antisemitism

Secondary

antisemitism involves downplaying,

distorting, relativizing, or denying the Holocaust. It
often appears in efforts to minimize or reject German

responsibility for

the Holocaust. This form of

antisemitism can take several expressions, including:

Perpetrator-victim reversal, such as attempts to
blame Jews for the Holocaust or claims that
Germans were the true victims of the Nazi regime.
Relativization of collective guilt, by focusing blame
solely on a few prominent figures like Adolf Hitler,
while ignoring broader societal involvement.
Holocaust relativization, which includes belittling
the Holocaust by reducing the number of victims
or drawing inappropriate comparisons to unrelated
events or social issues (such as factory farming).
This is distinct from comparing the Holocaust with
other genocides to emphasize its scale.

Holocaust denial, for example, denying that
people were murdered in gas chambers.

The claim that Jews are instrumentalizing the
Holocaust and exploiting commemoration for

personal or political gain

Holocaust denial
on TikTok

Me and the boys on the
way to camp

Glorification of
Adolf Hitler in schoolbooks

Arbitrary appropriation of
Jewish symbols, constructed
connection between Judaism

and antisemitism

Bild von Adolf Hitler M5.8

\'A

Legitimization of Nazi
crimes, taking on the
role of perpetrator

Lack of empathy -
towards the victims | =
of Nazi crimes

Informationen zu Adolf Hitler | m5.9

Adolf Hitler (1889-1945)
wor Adolf Hitler der mdchtigste Monn in Deutschland.
sich Fihrer und regierte in Berlin.
pa herrschen und begann Krieg gegen viele Liinder.
jen er und seine Anhanger das Hakenkreuz.

Grundschulpraxis Religion 4. Klasse.
Hamburg: Persen Verlag 2017



Antisemitism against Israel

When Jewish people are equated with the State of Israel and held collectively responsible
for the actions of the Israeli government, this is referred to as antisemitism directed at or
through Israel. This form of antisemitism can also operate in the opposite direction, where
Israel is used as a stand-in for everything Jewish and is attacked in antisemitic ways.

Criticism of the State of Israel becomes antisemitic when it involves generalizations about
Jews or Israelis, relies on antisemitic tropes or ideologemes, or questions the legitimacy
of Jewish life in Israel itsellf.

‘I once saw a post with a burning

flag on it, with a star on it, and _ ‘

underneath it said é @ T. »
or something like that [...] under the Generalization of all Israelis

post from the rapper, in English,

something like that, | don't know, —_—

[Anja, 18 years old] Allegation of infanticide
(blood libel) #freepalastine #inshallahforyou #viral

Child murderer Israel ¢ #foryeu 34

#israel #palastina #palestine # ==

JJ ] 9 Originalte




/‘f" Philosemitism

Philosemitism refers to an exaggerated or overly
sympathetic attitude toward Jews based solely on their
Jewish identity, regardless of individual personality or beliefs.
While seemingly positive, philosemitism still relies on -,
antisemitic stereotypes. It portrays Jews as inherently Bl ErGiER
: L i : .. EIN GANZ
different by attributing supposedly positive traits to them, such GEWOHNLICHER
as being particularly intelligent or talented, simply because L
they are Jewish.

EIN OLIVER HIRSCHBIEGEL FILM
mEs T EROVIDED  rmutmess 22

9,

Philosemitism can also appear in relation to Israel, where an ("F‘W
overly idealized image of the country is presented. This form
of Israel-related philosemitism glorifies the state while
ignoring injustices or human rights violations. It often involves
highlighting positive individual cases and presenting them as
representative of all Israelis or of the state as a whole.

Philosemitism can shift into antisemitism when the unrealistic
expectations it creates are not met.
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Antisemitism over time

Antisemitism has evolved repeatedly throughout its long history.
Beginning with Christian anti-Judaism in the Middle Ages, the
Reformation, and the Enlightenment, a modernized, racist form of
antisemitism emerged in the early 20th century. This included volkisch
antisemitism in the late 19th century and culminated in the
exterminationist antisemitism of the National Socialist regime.

In the post-war period, secondary antisemitism developed in response
to efforts to confront the Holocaust. This form denies, trivializes, or
relativizes Nazi crimes. Alongside it, two additional forms have
emerged. Antisemitism related to Israel equates all Jewish life with the
Israeli state or holds Jews collectively responsible for the actions of its
government. In contrast, philosemitism idealizes Jewish people,
reducing them to positive stereotypes and treating them as a uniform
group perceived as fundamentally different from others.

What experiences have you had with these forms of antisemitism?

? What do these different forms have in common?

“ How are they expressed or reinforced in today’s society?
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Working group Migration- and Antisemitism Antisemitism

Inequality Research
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