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The sociological part explores the self-positioning of 
children from transnational families through 
interviews and mapping tools. The literary part 
studies transnational families in children's books, 
using narrative techniques to examine the 
representation   of transnational spaces and the self-
positioning of child characters. 

Perspective: Sociology

Scientifically, the project focuses on…

• Socialization in transnational families: How does 
growing up transnationally shape children’s lives 
and personal relations?

• Knowledge production about countries abroad: 
How do children develop knowledge and images 
about abroad, their parents’ destination countries, 
and about migration?

• Self-positioning: How do children position 
themselves in national, European, and global spaces?

• Methodological innovation: Developing mapping 
tools to investigate transnational lifeworlds and 
children’s self-positioning in Poland, Europe, and 
the world.

Publicly, the research highlights how transnational 
experiences can be used as resources to better 
understand and support children in national and 
global contexts.

Perspective: Literary Sciences

Scientifically, the project focuses on…

• Socialization in transnational families: How are 
transnational families represented in children’s 
books?

• Knowledge production about countries abroad: 
How are foreign countries visualized in children’s 
literature? Which images about places abroad do 
books provide?

• Positioning of children: How is the child character 
positioned in national, European, and global 
spaces?

• Narrative techniques: The study investigates the 
literary techniques used to portray transnationality 
and foreign spaces.

Publicly, the research team develops didactic 
material for teachers to introduce the highly relevant 
topic of transnational life appropriately in the school 
context. 

The TraNa Project: 
Starting Point and Main Objectives

Transnational families are a significant social 
phenomenon and a central subject of global scientific
debates. We contribute to these debates by
incorporating the European context and the
perspective of children. 
In the interdisciplinary, German-Polish research 
project DoDzi, we investigated how children in 
Poland perceive and evaluate transnational family 
life. In the follow-up project TraNa,  we turn to the 
transmission of knowledge and images about foreign 
countries within these families and how children 
position themselves in national and global contexts. 
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