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Duisburg location 

BLUE group – SMALLER GROUP daycare at UDE 

Michaela Borowski and Agata Kaschuba 

Tel.:  +49 203 379 1857 

Mobile:  +49 171 6815839 

LA building; Lotharstr. 65; 47057 Duisburg 

PURPLE group – GROUP daycare at UDE 

Silke Bormann, Corinna Langer, J. M. 

Phone: +49 203 9355407 

Mobile:  +49 171 6811579 

ORANGE group – SMALLER GROUP daycare at 

UDE 

Anita Bruckschen and NN 

Phone: +49 203 9355407 

Mobile:  +49 171 6811835 

Kammerstraße 206-208; 47057 Duisburg 

Contact person 

HEAD OF DU-E-KIDS DUISBURG CAMPUS 

Mirke Maenz 

LG 125 

Forsthausweg 2 

47057 Duisburg 

Phone: +49 203 379 1573 

Mobile:  +49 160 94738743 

Email:  mirke.maenz@uni-due.de 

 

 

 

 

Essen location 

YELLOW group – GROUP daycare at UDE 

S. C., Christina Kumschlies, Kirsten Reus 

Phone: +49 201 183 6658 

Mobile:  +49 171 6812095 

GREEN group – GROUP daycare at UDE 

Carine Meier-Stoll, Nadine Wardenbach, 

Eliona Xhihanka 

Phone:  +49 201 183 2444 

Mobile:  +49 171 6812737 

RED group – GROUP daycare at UDE 

Katja Hochkirchen, Bogumila Ronczka, 

Dilek Sari 

Tel.:  +49 201 183 6657 

Mobile:  +49 171 6812331 

R13 V00, Universitätsstr. 2, 45141 Essen 

Contact person 

HEAD OF DU-E-KIDS ESSEN CAMPUS 

Gabriele Quickels 

R13 V00 G19 

Universitätsstr. 2 

45141 Essen 

Phone:  +49 201 183 4211 

Mobile:  +49 160 98035471 

Email:  gabriele.quickels@uni-due.de 
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1 Introducing DU-E-KIDS 
The University of Duisburg-Essen (UDE) has been offering its 

internal DU-E-KIDS daycare services for children under the 

age of three at both locations to academic, technical and 

administration staff in the form of group daycare since 2007. 

The University of Duisburg-Essen (represented by the ‘Family 

Service Office and DU-E-KIDS’ central service) is 

the provider of the DU-E KIDS service. 

At present, DU-E-KIDS provides a total of 46 

daycare places across four GROUP daycare facilities 

and two SMALLER GROUP daycare facilities. The 

YELLOW, GREEN and RED GROUP daycare facilities 

are on the Essen campus. The BLUE SMALLER GROUP 

daycare facility is situated next to the U-Café on 

the Duisburg campus. The PURPLE GROUP daycare 

facility and the ORANGE SMALLER GROUP daycare 

facility are located on Kammerstraße, near the Duisburg campus.  

Two childcare workers look after up to nine children aged between 

four months and three years in the GROUP daycare facilities and up 

to five children are cared for by one childcare worker in the SMALLER 

GROUP daycare facilities.* Each child is assigned to one specific 

childcare worker as their key person. This highly personal care relationship is an essential 

feature of group daycare. *Please find information on which childcare workers are with which group on page 1.  

In addition, each DU-E KIDS group has an additional childcare worker who takes over the highly 

personal care for the child while the child’s key person is on holiday or sick leave. Due to the 

ongoing presence of these childcare workers, all children at the relevant location are well 

familiar with them, which allows absences of a child’s key person to be compensated for. 

All childcare workers are qualified in accordance with the DJI curriculum of the German Youth 

Institute or the QHB childcare manual from the German Federal Association of Family Day Care 

and have the required accreditation to care for children. A prerequisite for this accreditation is 

that the childcare workers undergo continuous training. 

The premises of all GROUP daycare and SMALLER GROUP daycare facilities are similar with regard to 

the setup; however, the size of the rooms varies.  
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The hallway is the hub where the children are dropped off and picked up. 

It is usually decorated to match the current season. It serves as the 

cloakroom where each child has their own clothes hook and a shelf 

compartment for their personal things, such as a cuddly toy, a comforter 

or their change of clothes. Parents are informed about news relating to 

the group here. The families themselves are displayed in small pictures so 

that the other families can recognise them; the same applies to the 

childcare workers. Moreover, the hallway serves as a 

gallery where the children’s artwork is presented.  

The large group activity room is the heart of each 

group. This is where the morning circle takes place 

and materials are available to inspire a large variety of 

play activities. The focus of the activities is on 

creativity: a large cardboard box can be made into a 

house, a storage bin or a car. Sometimes, it also 

serves as a seat or a table, depending on what the 

child imagines it to be. Cosy corners and reading 

spaces complement the group activity room setup, 

which also offers opportunities for active play.  

The fully equipped kitchen with a large table and a 

suitable number of high chairs is also used by 

childcare staff for preparatory and debriefing 

meetings and is available for older children to retreat 

to if they would like to focus on a puzzle or drawing, 

for example. 

Each child has their own napping spot assigned to them. Depending on 

the child’s development level, they are guided in going to bed 

independently and sleep in a quiet environment and good atmosphere. 

The nap rooms are gradually being redesigned into multi-functional 

rooms. This will provide additional space for further activities while the 

children are awake. 

The bathroom is equipped with a large nappy changing space with an 

adjoining shower basin. Here too, the children are encouraged to climb onto 

the table themselves, depending on their development level. Steps suitable 

for children can be used for this purpose. A children’s toilet 

and a washbasin at a suitable height for children are 

available for the children to use. Hygiene is an essential 

part of the daily routine, not just in times of the 

coronavirus. A separate toilet is available for staff. 

In Essen, the outdoor facilities adjoin the group activity 

room directly; in Duisburg, the respective outdoor facilities 

are in the immediate vicinity of the group rooms.   
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Outside, every child can play, lounge around, dig, use the swings, play with water or ride a 

bobby car as they wish.  

Each group has their separate area. If the children need more space to move around in, the 

groups use the public playgrounds in the vicinity. 

Our opening hours are 8 am to 4 pm on workdays. A binding number of hours between 16 and 

40 can be booked for use during this period. Childcare is provided as necessary between 

Christmas and New Year’s. Periods of closure for further training, team building and conceptual 

development are communicated in good time. 

Childcare at DU-E-KIDS is subsidised through public funding. For this, parents submit a request 

for childcare costs to be covered to the youth welfare office responsible for their place of 

residence. The parents transfer their parental contribution, which is usually determined on an 

income-based sliding scale, to the responsible youth welfare office. If additional catering costs 

apply, these are to be borne by the parents as stipulated in the daycare contract. 

2 Settling-in period 
Our approach is based on the Berlin Model. The Berlin Model is a concept in which the child’s 

settling into the daycare routine is supported by involving a parent*. *It is also possible for another person 

that the child is very close with to be involved in the settling-in process.  

Over different phases and with the support of the parents, the child is familiarised with the new 

environment, their key person, the other children in the group and their daily routine during the 

settling-in period. Thanks to this gradual, accompanied approach between the child and their 

key person in daycare, both the child and the parents can practice their separation whilst the 

key person can build a relationship with the child.  

The settling-in period is therefore a very sensitive and intense time for each individual child in 

the group, their parents and key persons. It paves the way for a trusting relationship, thus 

making daily childcare possible. In this context, it is crucial that the child to be familiarised sets 

the pace for the settling in. 

The characteristics of a safe bond between the key person and the child are as follows: 

The children 

 seek and receive positive attention from the key worker, 

 feel safe and protected around them, 

 are supported in their exploratory behaviour, 

 are comforted when they are sad, uneasy or anxious, 

 seek, receive and accept assistance and support when they need it. 

Phase 1 of the settling-in period 

One parent stays in the group with the child. This way, the child is at ease and feels safe despite 

the new environment. Based on this feeling of safety, the child will soon take an interest in the 

new surroundings.  
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 The key person responds to the child with lots of empathy, thus building a foundation of trust.  

The parent is requested to be as discreet as possible during the initial phase. The more involved 

the parent is, the more aware the child will be of the loss when a first attempt at separation is 

made after a few days.  

During this phase, the parent and child spend around one to one-and-a-half hours with the 

group every day. The attending parent takes care of hygiene routines and feeding during this 

first stage. The key worker gradually takes over feeding and nappy changing to allow the trust to 

grow further. 

Phase 2 of the settling-in period 

The first separation takes place during this phase. The attending parent brings the child in, stays 

for a short while and then says goodbye, but stays near the group without the child being able 

to see them. We can get the parent to come back quickly and at any time if the child is not at 

ease. The child stays with the group without their parent for a maximum of 15 to 30 minutes. 

When the attending parent comes back, they go home together.  

This short-term separation can be used to assess how much time will be needed for the 

remainder of the settling-in period. If the child can easily be calmed by the key person after a 

short period of crying, the time apart can be increased. If the child reacts highly emotionally to 

the separation and will not be calmed, Phase 1 will be extended. 

In Phase 2, the child learns that they can rely on the key person and their parents even in this 

unfamiliar situation. The experience that a parent will always come back for them, calms and 

comforts the child. Once this feeling has been established, the child is ready to become 

increasingly close with their key person. 

Phase 3 of the settling-in period 

When the child has established a trusting relationship with their key person, the third phase 

begins. The child is brought into the group in the morning, for example, the attending parent 

says goodbye and comes back to pick them up at an agreed time, e.g. after lunch. 

Phase 4 of the settling-in period 

Phase 4 does not start until the child is comfortable spending the entire morning in daycare. The 

child stays with the group after lunch, is put down for a nap and picked up immediately after 

naptime. 

Phase 5 of the settling-in period 

The child stays with the group after naptime and joins them for the afternoon snack. During this 

phase, the child is picked up as necessary. 

Once the child is comfortable and feels safe with the daily routine, the settling-in period is 

completed. The child can now be dropped off and picked up for the agreed daycare times.  

The settling-in period and its duration are adapted to each child’s needs. Therefore, the 

progression of the settling in may vary. Close communication between the key person and the 

parents is essential and beneficial to the settling-in process.   
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It serves to determine the duration of each phase of the settling-in process and forms a basis for 

an educational partnership between parents and key persons.  

Further reading (in German): https://www.kita-

fachtexte.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Publikationen/KiTaFT_Braukhane_Knobeloch_2011.pdf 

3 A day at DU-E-KIDS example, variations are possible 
8 am The first children join the group. We greet the children and their 

parents and exchange information. How was their night? Are there 

any changes regarding the pick-up time? What are our plans for the 

day? Free play time starts; the group activity room can be explored. 

Children read, build things, do puzzles and move about.  

about 9/9.30 am After saying our mealtime rhyme together, we have 

breakfast. Our breakfast consists of bread, fruit and raw vegetables. If 

it’s a child’s birthday, we sometimes also have cake or muffins – 

that’s what we all like best. Children who arrive after breakfast time eat a 

snack when they are hungry.  

about 10 am We greet each other in our morning circle, playing finger 

games and singing songs. Afterwards, the children have free time to play 

or can participate in activities. Planned activities include arts and crafts, 

going for walks, to the garden or on excursions.  

about 11.30 am Group lunch 

about 12 noon After lunch, everyone is tired. The children 

prepare for their naps themselves or are changed into their 

sleepsuits. When they are all ready, we go to the nap room 

together. Each child has their own napping spot where their 

pacifier, comfort blanket or cuddly toy awaits them. Children 

who no longer want to nap take a break and can look at books 

or engage in quiet activities.  

about 2 pm Now, we all slowly wake up. We cuddle and read a 

story. 

about 2.30 pm In the afternoon, we have a snack consisting of fruit, raw vegetables or yoghurt. 

about 3 pm The first children are picked up. What did we do today? What did we experience? 

Who said something funny? Are there any bumps or bruises that we need to show? These are 

the things that we talk about with the parents. Meanwhile, the other children have free play 

time, which is often spent in the garden. At the end, we tidy up together. Then, we say our 

goodbyes and look forward to the next day.   
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4 Free play time 
During free play time, the children can choose freely from the available 

toys, do nothing or even experience boredom. They can join up with 

others to play or act on their need to rest and relax. It is important for 

children to develop imagination and a thirst for activity on their own 

volition. They try out problem-solving strategies and strengthen their 

skills in this area. The group setting allows children to gain essential 

social experience. They practice their linguistic, creative and 

motor skills in various ways. The childcare worker watches their 

behaviour while playing in order to draw conclusions about what 

impulses for play they might set, what else they could offer and 

what they could talk about with the children. The toys and 

material are suitable for the children’s age, easily accessible and 

made available on a rotating basis. Available toys and material are 

a play kitchen with utensils, shopping bags, baskets, dolls, cuddly 

toys, dolls’ prams, vehicles, building blocks, building materials, 

cars, puzzles, games, construction material, baby toys, a fancy-

dress box, play scarves, blankets, instruments, crayons, a slide, a 

trampoline and more.  

An impulse for free play means that the childcare worker provides 

play material that is not usually available as an additional stimulus. The 

children can let their imagination run free as they like: cardboard boxes, 

river stones, build-and-balance sets, play scarves, etc. 

Free play activities are activities guided by the childcare worker: the 

morning circle, music activities, arts and craft activities, activities that 

encourage the development of fine motor skills, such as modelling clay and 

baking, physical indoor and outdoor activities, excursions, activity tub, 

sensory footpath, etc. 

5 Activities 
We develop the activities offered based on specific occasions and the children’s interest and 

also take the seasons of the year and the home environments of the children who are currently 

in the group into account. 

Activities offered include: 

 Food shopping/visits to the market 

 Library visits 

 Excursions to the boar park, the zoo and playgrounds in the surrounding area 

 Board or card games suitable for the children’s age 

 Creative activities using paint, crayons, paper and glue  



 

9 
 

 

 

 Physical activities such as climbing, jumping, balancing, 

running, romping around (build-and-balance sets, river 

stones, setting up obstacle courses) 

 Music activities: morning circle with songs and finger 

plays, listening to music, making music and sounds 

 Sensory activities, such as footpaths, splashing about 

with sand, water, foam and slime, activity tubs, modelling 

clay 

 Excursions to the park/woods and discovering nature 

6 Children need to move 
Children constantly move about; they crawl, stand up, fall 

over, pull themselves up, run, roll around, wiggle, jump, 

throw things, balance or horse around. They follow their 

natural desire to be active and explore, and we support 

them in doing so. A child’s cognitive, emotional and social 

development is founded, among other things, on their 

experience of movement during the first years of their life. To 

move about means to conquer the world! 

We support the children’s desire to be active by going outside every day, 

using our outdoor facilities with a variety of play equipment or going on 

walks in the surrounding area and visiting the playgrounds, the ducks at the 

pond, the Inner Harbour or going into the woods. 

In addition, we provide the children with opportunities to have a good romp 

in the group activity rooms. We set up spaces for agility and movement or 

sing and dance together. When touching, feeling, smelling, hearing and seeing things, when 

roughhousing and romping around with the others, when balancing, climbing and jostling one 

another, the children actively experience their surroundings and their bodies.  

7 Supporting language development 
Language is very important in human development because language means communication. 

Using language, we can express ourselves, put our thoughts and feelings into words.  

The first years of life are particularly important in language development. As adults, and the 

children’s attachment figures in particular, set examples for the children where language is 

concerned, we as childcare workers also have a high level of responsibility for the children 

entrusted to us.  

Communication is an important prerequisite for language development because children can 

only learn to speak in an environment where they are immersed in speech. If babies initially only 

communicate via sounds such as gurgling, babbling, squealing or crying, and through facial 

expressions and gestures, we think it is important to comment on what we and the baby do with 

words and turn towards the baby.   
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As they grow older, children learn to express themselves verbally and are 

further encouraged by us repeating what they say in complete sentences. 

By engaging them in conversation and asking open questions, e.g. ‘What 

did the dog do when you stroked it?’, we give the children opportunities 

to report what they have experienced. If they say something incorrectly, 

we do not correct them. Instead, we repeat what they said in the correct 

form. 

During our everyday activities, we encourage the children’s language 

development through 

 singing songs 

 finger plays 

 reading to them 

 looking at picture books and 

 by commenting on what the children do with words. 

Language development is a continuous process. Therefore, it is important to us that we are in 

constant contact with the children and communicate with them. We speak to them in correct, 

full and simple sentences. 

8 Meals, nurturing, care 
At DU-E-KIDS we eat together because, in addition to taking in food and 

satisfying one’s hunger, meals also provide joy and opportunities to 

socialise. And so we usually start our breakfast with a breakfast song or a 

rhyme. Our healthy and varied breakfast consists of bread or rolls made 

from spelt or wheat with and without grains with various toppings, such as 

cheese, cold cuts, cream cheese or, from time to time, jam. In addition, 

there is fresh fruit, such as grapes, apples, pears, bananas or seasonal 

fruit. We also offer raw vegetables, such as tomatoes, cucumber, 

peppers and baby carrots. Moreover, the children get a hard-boiled egg 

once per week. 

Our lunch is cooked and delivered by the Vitesca catering service. The 

meals are varied and suitable for children. We gather at our shared lunch 

table and say a mealtime rhyme before we start to eat. 

In the afternoon, we offer the children a snack that may consist of fruit, 

vegetables, cereal and dairy products. Mineral water is available to the 

children at all times and occasionally, there is also unsweetened herbal 

or fruit tea. For children under the age of one, we provide baby formula, cereal and purees.  
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DU-E-KIDS purchases standard nappies and care products from a health and beauty retailer. The 

parents have to cover the costs for food and care products separately if they are not included in 

the public subsidies (see the attachment to the daycare contract). If children have allergies or 

their parents have special wishes regarding their children’s care, parents also have the 

opportunity to bring in their own food and consumables. 

9 Music 
The children sing together every day in our morning circle, learn action 

songs, play elementary instruments such as woodblock drums, different 

types of rattles or a glockenspiel. They listen to music from CDs in order 

to relax or move to it. In this way, they get their first experiences with 

rhythm. The joy of music is naturally integrated into everyday activities, 

such as changing nappies or walking and when comforting and calming 

the children. 

10 Creativity – ingenious activities 
Children are innovators; they experiment, reflect and 

try things out. In addition to exploring, they are also 

inventors. They assign new functions to things and 

learn to improvise. They proudly present the results 

and are happy when we acknowledge them and take 

them seriously. 

Our educational task is to allow the children to have a wide variety of 

experiences and give them opportunities to handle all kinds of material. 

Therefore, we use different tools and techniques for drawing and 

painting, we knead, rip, cut, glue, smear and paste material, and let the 

children explore and discover. 

11 Ensuring children’s rights 
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child states that children all 

over the world have the same rights, irrespective of their ethnicity, 

language, skin colour or gender. According to this Convention, every 

human being under the age of 18 is a child. 

‘The individual rights that children around the world are entitled to are defined in the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. Every child has a right to life, preventive health care, 

education and protection from violence and exploitation. It is equally important that a child’s 

will be respected and that freedom of opinion and information, access to media as well as 

freedom of thought, belief and religion be ensured.’ Source: UNICEF (own translation) 

12 Participation and democracy 
In the DU-E-KIDS groups, the children are involved as appropriate with regard to their age and 

maturity.   
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The Bundesverband für Kindertagespflege (German Federal Association of Family Day Care) 

provides the following guidelines: 

Children have a right to be involved in decisions that affect them immediately. Adults are tasked 

with enabling even very young children to get involved in such decisions. Often, these decisions 

must be taken jointly within the group.  

The following questions can help to do so:      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 Our view on children 
We welcome all children and we are aware that each child comes with previous experience, 

skills and feelings acquired in their own family and social environment. 

Our educational work is centred around the home 

environments of all children and their parents and 

families. We have an appreciative attitude 

towards each child. We accept them the way 

they are, for each child has their own needs, 

skills, talents and perceptions. Children see, 

think, feel and express themselves, each in their 

own way. They want to explore, feel, touch, 

grasp and understand the world. Every child has 

talents that should be identified and fostered. When 

children discover, develop and apply their skills, they enjoy learning, which in turn strengthens 

their confidence.  

Every child is at a different stage in their development. In our work, we attend to, challenge and 

support each child individually and at their own pace.   

Daily routine 

Are children allowed to decide ... 
• what they would like to do together? 

• when, where and with whom they play?  
• whether and how they take on tasks (e.g. 

water flowers, wipe tables)?  

Clothing 

Is a child allowed to decide ... 
• whether they put their clothes on 

themselves? 
• what they want to wear indoors? 

• whether they want to wear a hat, a scarf 
and gloves? 

Personal hygiene 

Is a child allowed to decide ... 
• whether and when they want their 
nappy changed? 
• whether and when they want to blow 
their nose or wash their hands? 
• who is to help them with their 

Drinking 

Is a child allowed to decide ... 
• whether and when they want to drink? 

• how much and what they want to drink? 
• whether they can serve themselves? 

Eating 

Is a child allowed to decide ... 
• whether and when they want to eat? 

• what and how much they want to eat? 
• how they eat and who sits next to them at 

mealtime? 
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As childcare workers, we are observers and companions who support the 

children when they need help, encourage them when something does not 

quite work out and comfort them when they are sad. 

Children want to and should be taken seriously, no matter how young 

they are, what colour their skin is or where they come from. They are 

quite simply our children and we approach them with love and respect.  

14 Inclusion 
Our work is inclusive. The term ‘inclusion’ is derived from the Latin word 

for ‘incorporate/involve’. It is important to us that every child feels 

they belong, irrespective of their gender, ethnicity, nationality, 

education, religion or health status. To us, difference is natural and we 

adapt circumstances to the needs of each child. Diversity is enriching. 

Consequently, we are not only appreciative of the diversity of the 

children but also of their parents and amongst each other, for we as DU-

E-KIDS staff are also diverse.  

15 Individual support 
Each child comes with their own personality. By watching the children, we 

identify each child’s interests and support them accordingly. We 

provide them with various materials and stimuli to allow the child to 

explore their world and experience their environment with all their 

senses. We spark interests and awaken skills that the child takes up 

and explores due to their innate curiosity and natural thirst for 

knowledge.  

The small, fixed groups of children and childcare workers instil a 

sense of safety, trust and comfort over time. This supports the child 

in establishing emotional bonds and developing their own will. 

Fostering a sense of self and community is a necessary prerequisite for a 

positive group feeling. 

16 Encouraging independence 
By addressing them with love and respect, we help strengthen the children’s 

confidence and independence. We embolden them to discover and express 

their own desires and feelings, to let us know about theirs and to acknowledge 

those of others. We encourage them to try doing things themselves, e.g. to dress and undress 

themselves, to eat on their own, to wash their hands, to keep their balance or to climb stairs. As 

every child has an innate urge to discover, they want to try many things and do them 

themselves. We let them do so and are there to give them support if they need it.  
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17 Observing and documenting 
We observe the children with a positive attitude and acknowledge their interests, strengths and 

development potential. Taking notes on a regular basis helps us trace and document individual 

development processes. At the same time, we compile a portfolio for each child by gathering 

photographs, drawings, paintings and keepsakes during their entire time in our daycare. When a 

child leaves DU-E-KIDS, this portfolio is given to them. Thus, it is both a documentation of the 

child’s development during their time at DU-E-KIDS and a lovely souvenir.  

In addition, these records form the basis for the feedback meetings that we offer parents and 

guardians once per year. 

18 Educational partnership – cooperation between childcare worker and parents 
In order to foster a child’s skills and ensure that they are comfortable in the daycare 

environment, it is crucial that interactions between the parents and childcare workers are 

characterised by trust, respect and mutual appreciation.  

At DU-E-KIDS, an exchange of information takes place on a daily basis whenever the parents 

arrive. When dropping off their child, the parents tell us how the child has slept, what the 

previous afternoon was like or about their family’s morning routine. When picking them up, we 

in turn inform the parents about what happened at DU-E-KIDS that day, how and what their 

child played, what and how much they had to eat and what naptime was like. It is also important 

that we inform the parents how the child felt on that day. Did they laugh and have fun, did they 

cry a little or were they even sad and had to be comforted? It can also happen that a child gets 

upset or annoyed; and we inform the parents of that, too.  

This daily interchange gives us the opportunity to discuss any issues and uncertainties and find 

solutions together if necessary.  

We appreciate this exchange a lot and we also try to organise at least one joint social event per 

year, which gives us time to get to know one another even better. In addition, all parents are 

given the opportunity to discuss their child’s development in a private meeting. 

19 Cooperation – quality assurance – further training 
The responsible youth welfare office, in our case the youth welfare office of the City of Essen or 

that of the City of Duisburg, awards the accreditation for childcare workers. This accreditation 

requires participation in further training. The content of such training courses is reflected upon 

and correlated with our daily work in our regular team meetings. Thus, our teams and DU-E-KIDS 

evolve together.  

We cooperate with AWO Essen as the specialist association for our Essen locations and with the 

youth welfare office in Duisburg for our Duisburg locations.   
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20 Transition to a nursery school – farewell rituals at DU-E-KIDS 
The children that leave our groups to attend nursery school go on a trip, e.g. to the zoo or the 

Gruga park, with the childcare workers and the other children who will leave us. When they 

leave, each child receives a gift to remember us by. This usually consists of pictures, a self-made 

calendar or similar and the portfolio, a collection of all developmental records for the child’s 

entire time at DU-E-KIDS and selected artwork that they produced. This is accompanied by a 

personal letter from the child’s key person. 

It is often agreed that the parents of the children who leave bring cake or something else so the 

entire group can have a farewell tea party. 

21 Conduct and rules in case of illness 
Home is the best place for acutely ill children. They cannot come in for daycare, even if they only 

have a mild respiratory infection. 

One reason for this is to protect the other children and the childcare workers from getting 

infected. Another reason is to allow the child to get the care, rest and treatment that they need 

to recover quickly.  

In cases of illness, we follow the general return guidelines provided by the health authorities 

(see ‘ansteckende Krankheiten’ (communicable diseases) at https://www.tagespflege-

online.de/). Therefore, we do not accept children who have been ill back into daycare until they 

have been without a fever for 24 hours and free from diarrhoea and vomiting for 48 hours 

without medication. The recommendations from the health authorities are binding for 

everyone. The parents are responsible for ensuring that their children are cared for. 

As we generally do not administer medication, exceptions to this rule can only be agreed for 

children with allergies or certain chronic illnesses, for example, following consultation with the 

head responsible for the relevant campus and if letters of authorisation from a physician and 

from the child’s parents are submitted. We reserve the right to refuse to administer medical 

treatment.  

UDE staff can request advice on external care in case a child is ill from the Family Service Office. 
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22 What do ‘I’ have to bring? 
When a child starts attending DU-E-KIDS daycare, the parents are given a welcome folder that 

includes all the relevant information. Each child should bring the following things: 

 At least two fresh sets of clothes 

(bodysuits or underwear, socks, 

trousers, T-shirts, jumpers) 

 Slippers, non-slip socks or soft 

leather shoes 

 Puddlesuits; in the winter, lined 

splash pants or a snowsuit 

 A hooded rain jacket 

 Rubber boots or waterproof 

overshoes to change into 

 In the summer: sunscreen, bathing 

shorts/suits, a sun hat, a UV-

protection shirt, etc. 

 In the winter: a hat, a scarf, gloves 

 A cuddly toy, a comforter, a special 

blanket, etc. if needed 

 A sleep bag 

 A drinking bottle if the child still 

needs to learn to drink from a cup 

 

23 Attachment 
The duty to educate and nurture in daycare 

Both the German Social Code, Book VIII (SGB III; Sections 22ff) and the Child Education Act 

(KiBiz; Section 13 in connection with Section 17) stipulate that nursery schools, childcare 

facilities and childminders have a duty to promote a child’s development into a responsible 

individual who is capable of being part of a community. This obligation includes educating, 

nurturing and caring for children. 

Legal provisions: 

 SGB VIII (Sections 5, 8a, 22, 23, 24, 43, 90 and 98ff) 

 KiBiz (Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 13, 14, 14a, 17, 22 and 23) 

 First Act on the Implementation of Legislation regarding Children and Young Adults for 

NRW (AG-KJHG; Sections 17 and 18) 
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