
 

 

 

(HOME) TRAINING DAYS 

Online-Workshop „Mastering Oral Communication“  
 

Date: Tue, 12 + Wed, 13 May 2026, each 09:00−13:00 hours 

Place: online via zoom 

Trainer: Mark Edwards 

Target group: doctoral researchers from all disciplines, max. 12 

Language: English 

Content and approach 

Clear and confident speaking is just as essential as strong writing for researchers. Whether 
you're pitching your project, explaining your work to a non-specialist audience, or presenting at a 
conference, how you say something can matter just as much as what you say. 
This two-part workshop is designed to help early-career researchers build verbal fluency, sharpen 
their delivery, and present their research engagingly—without relying on slides. 
What You’ll Learn; Through targeted voice and speech coaching, you’ll learn how to craft and de-
liver short, impactful research presentations. The course focuses on vocal presence, spontane-
ous articulation, and narrative clarity. Using a mix of hands-on exercises, peer feedback, and 
guided reflection, you will develop a 4-minute spoken “taster” presentation of your research—sim-
ilar to a podcast pitch. 
 
By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:: 

• Speak clearly and confidently about your research in short formats 

• Use voice and intonation to highlight key messages 

• Deliver effective, slide-free presentations 

• Craft a compelling spoken "taster" of your research 

• Reflect on and improve your personal speaking style 

• Be prepared for interview, grant review or defence 'surprise questions' 

• Deliver online remote presentations with clarity, impact and style. 

Trainer 

Mark Edwards began his career by co-founding and operating a successful marketing and 
graphic design business. Following this, Mark gained more than fifteen years' experience of 
working at brand management level in blue-chip companies (British Petroleum, GlaxoSmithKline) 
and as a National Training Manager for a network of over 300 small and medium-sized busi-
nesses. Since 2010, Mark has been successfully delivering specialised English courses in Ger-
many in association with Kompetenzia International. Clients include major universities and re-
search institutes in Berlin and all over Germany. 
 


