
Population Policy as Risk Management of the Paris Peace  

 

During and after World War I the victorious powers sought to establish a new settlement. They 

promised to realize the principle of national self-determination on a global scale. The difficult 

task was to integrate the nationalist breakthrough of the time with some kind of international 

security. Therefore, the peacemakers initiated a new institution of international law and order, 

which was expected to regulate international affairs and hereby to embody the new order: the 

League of Nations. Western Powers and League had to reconcile ethnic clashes and to settle 

several controversial borders. Due to the destructive potential of modern weapons and the 

increasing presence of violent despots, they feared even more devastating effects of a future 

armed conflict. Moreover, Bolshevism and Fascism as alternatives with likewise global 

ambitions challenged the “Western Peace Order”. Hence, the overwhelming goal of 

peacemakers and peacekeepers (i.e. the League) was to perpetuate the peace and to avoid a 

repetition of the horrible events of the recent war. To avert this repetition, distant measures 

were adopted, ranging from minority protection to migration, as ultima ratio even forced 

migration. My hypothesis is that these highly different concepts and methods nonetheless all 

belonged to a joint system of population policy. The actors applied them like a conceptual 

toolkit whereof they chose particular ideas for each given situation. Their goal was to attain 

long-term security as output with the lowest input regarding short-term political conflict. 

Considering the complex character of several regional situations this was a challenge, which 

required anticipatory skills. Thus, this system could be interpreted as some kind of risk 

management.  

 

The research project is about the population policy of the Allies and of the League of Nations. 

It understands population policy as a broad system dealing with ethnic groups in circumstances, 

which threatened to challenge the (planned) settlement as a whole. Scrutinizing the planning, 

the negotiations and the implementation of the Paris Peace promises to advance our 

understanding of international history and the early League of Nations. Moreover, by 

highlighting responsibilities of the “Western World” concerning illiberal manners like Ethnic 

Cleansing it probes the somewhat artificial boundary between liberal and non-liberal policies 

in the Interwar Period. 

 


