
Biological sample

Fixed/inactive/dead

No relevant difference from
work with non-biological

sample
NO PROBLEM

Unfixed/active/live

No genetically modified 
organisms

Cell culture, or non-human 
tissue, free of human-

pathogenic microorganisms

„R1 work“

NO PROBLEM

From patient with no known
infectious disease, or from

other „healthy human 
donor“

„Non-targeted R2 work“
PRE-REGISTER PROJECT BEFORE 

STARTING EXPERIMENTS

Contains risk level R2 
human-pathogenic

microorganisms

„Targeted R2 work“
PRE-REGISTER PROJECT BEFORE 

STARTING EXPERIMENTS 

Contains risk level R3 or R4 
human-pathogenic

microorganisms
NOT ALLOWED IN IMCES

Contains genetically
modified organisms

Classified as S1 or S2
„S1 work“ or„S2 work“, respectively

PRE-REGISTER PROJECT BEFORE 
STARTING EXPERIMENTS

(process differs between S1 and S2)

Classified as S3 or S4 NOT ALLOWED IN IMCES

Simplified flow chart for biological hazard and genetic engineering classification of work performed at IMCES

For risk group classification of microorganisms, consult the reference documents provided by BAUA: https://www.baua.de/DE/Angebote/Regelwerk/TRBA/TRBA
For project pre-registration (in addition to user registration!), use this form: https://www.uni-due.de/imperia/md/content/imces/imces_biosafety_form.pdf

This flow chart is only for orientation in typical cases, and is far from covering all thinkable scenarios. 
The users carry full responsibility and liability for performing and documenting adequate risk assessments of their samples, and resulting classification. 


