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Grammar Notes for Lesson 12

1. Politeness-neutral Negation of the V

As we already know our textbook is held consistently in the so-called ordinary polite
level. But sometimes grammatical situations make it necessary to borrow forms from other
levels. Inlesson 5 and 6 we had to build the attributive form of VA and NA by omitting
the information of politeness. The reason was to avoid the overlapping of the information
of politeness. Since a structure like ##c L 7 #k was not acceptable, we borrowed the
politeness form ~#: -7 from the so-called politeness-neutral level.

In this lesson we are going to borrow the politeness-neutral negation to be able to build
the negation of the request~—<< 7z & . The expression please do not... is formulated as
~Z%wT#&w and this borrowed form ~#%w is absolutely necessary because a structure

like ~ %+ A< # & which would have been easily built unfortunately does not exist.

How to build the nai-form:

As already mentioned, we know already the politeness-neutral negation of VA,NA, and N
from the attributive forms mentioned in lesson 5, 6, and 8:

VA: VA~<xw  (examples: #< v k& Aw #HL e ete.)

NA: NA~<udmw  (examples: #n»cdhHe TG FRvd)chle etc.)

N: N ~cupnmwe (examples: BTz #ETUARY ATl etc.)

The politeness-neutral negation (the nai-form) of verbs is differently made according to
the verbal groups:

1.1 The Formation of the nai-form of 55V
The nai-form of the %V is made by adding the ending ~#% to the stem:

5V ~75 o
Examples:
73 - HZRwn not to see
HFTs — HFkxw not to give
HEs — EEio not to get up
W3 — VW not to be
HA56 — HWAko not to memorize
a5 - B not to wear
N5 - Engv not to forget
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1.2 The Formation of the nai-form of AV

The nai-form of the &V is made by adding the ending ~#% to the stem:

RK(Z) ~=w

L~
Examples:
*5 (K %) — KR (T
ER - LZaw
HoPzLlizw - HuPzLie
gz Lsw —  fhERe Lz

not to come

not to do

not to go shopping
not to study

1. 3 The Formation of the nai-form of 58V

The structure of the nai-form of the #&V depends on the last sound of the stem.
9 different ®V—endings exist. Consequently we have 9 different nai-forms.
The formation of the nai-form is:

STEM (A-sound units) + 7% \>

#®V endin
~7F
~ <
~ <“

gs

—

N 2 R A

linkage to 72 \>
~Z

examples

TS W
HL{->FEDP RV
WK =KD
By ->Hboiw
o>z
FD D 2R\
IR 2R A A
iR = A
MU-TE R
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notice 1:
All verbs ending with an ~% (£9, 85,85, §9, 5, #£5,4 9, %9 ) have the nai-form ~b %\
and not ~»#x\» |

Examples: £9 -  &biwe
") - Hbkw
o - ECsY/ NN
57 - Sbiw
iy - bz
Fi5) — FEbiw
oy - bl
By - Bbiw

notice 2:
The nai-form of the 3V %3 of is simply %w and not # 5 7%\ !!

Quiz 1: Build the nai-form of the following verbs.

Ak3

FeLs =4
Rl il <
HF 5 H59
(s W9
(5@ o
kT3 BT %
3 HBo 5
Jit 5 FH® %
e i 5
e I3
8) < 9
) 5
AYA®) fHTr
fifi 9 (RS
FLHa fkte
I3 VAN
x5 75
=) )
a5 1% <
prag (Rl
k< 3

M < By
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2. Negative Request with ~%Z\W» Tl 72X W

The negative request, i.e. please do not... is expressed by ~#wc<#&w. As mentioned in
the foregoing chapter, the connecting point between the verb and this auxiliary is
represented by the nai-form.

Sample sentence: p d
ample sentence: | - _ o\ »~- ZPRb\WTLEX N,

Please do not smoke at this place!

More sample sentences:

HENHFEZLBLTL I,
Please do not work too much.
FADERIZA S IR \TL 2 &\,
Please do not enter my room.

AR IIIFETEHE LR TR S,

Please do not write examinations with a pencil.

More polite variation of ~%wt<7Z3w

Even if a negative request is not a prohibition, it is generally seen as not very polite to say
~% vt #swdirectly to a socially higher-ranking person or to a stranger or a person you
do not know well.

In unavoidable cases you can use the following simple structure as a temporary solution:

~NBOTCRIVERAD,

Despite of an enhanced politeness this expression sounds still somehow clumsy and
dumpy. A negatively formulated sentence evokes a negative mood and it usually offends
your Japanese interlocutor.

Quiz 2: Build negative requests.

MOEZL S,

FA YRETEET,
ZOYIZE I,
ZZThil,
ABEDHTES,
Mz Bis,
TELZHNTL %,
JNDE < TilEs,
E2Z%RWEEZ S,
2R IED B,
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Quiz 3: Answer the questions with please do not....
akd

-t —ZRATHVLNTT D,

X T2 THVLWLTT D,

BAEZTHOWTT D,

DS THEOTHVRWTT A,

ZOT =% BRXTHOVLTITD,

ZZICHEZEDTHWTT D,

RN > THLWLTT ),

WEI>TH VLTI D,

M TE-> T VLTI,

7K SABEWYZ L TH W TT D,

BUIRATHODWTT D,

WEZ 7D TH WL TT

ARETT7NUNAL b2 L THLWTT D,

C2EZLTH00TT D,

WR—=TF 4 =R THWTT D,

Quiz 4: Try to build a fitting question to the following answers.
ﬂﬂ for instance

VWL, BRERLTLES O,

W AT S Y,

WWZ, ABRWVBTL I,

WV R, BRVLTLREI Y,

W, LAREWVNTCEI WY,

W, LAREWVNTCEI WY,

W, LAREWVNTCEI WY,

VW R, BERLTLEI O,

VLR, FESRVTLREI N,

VLR, FEESRVLTLREI Y,

WA, EBRWVTCEI N,

VLR, BERRLTL I,

VWL, bRV TL I,

VWL Z L HNTIARWTL I,
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3. Suggestion with ~ % ¥ A 2>

Sample sentences:

a. RIA, E—NZRAFHAD,

Ms Mori, shall we drink a beer?

b. b k2 ERBRZHITEEAD,

Shall we open the window?

c. ROFRITKRE A D,

Why don’t you come to my room?

These sample sentences show us that there is no new words in this grammar. Itis a
combination of a negative verb V~%«4 and the particle % . Nevertheless it is a really
useful expression to ask someone if he/she would like to have something or to do
something.

It is neither a demand nor a command but a careful invitation or a suggestion of doing
something. Normally this formulation implies a shared action like in the sample sentence
a. So if you say ~® A% it means in most cases a harmless ‘are you interested in doing
this together with me?’. L.e. it will be an action that includes the speaker and the
interlocutor.

But there are also cases pictured in the sample sentence b, where the speaker (the initiator)
persuades somebody to an action without doing anything by himself. He is just interested
to let someone do an action. In such cases the same ~%+ A% means do you want to do it
Jor me. In the third case ¢ the action can definitely be done exclusively by the interlocutor.
In such cases ~% ¥ A% means without any hidden agenda are you interested in doing this.
Contextually the translations shall we... or don’t you want to... or why don’t you...can
be used. The most important characteristic of ~%+ A2 is the fact that the person who is
asked can still refuse. ~%+%¢A# is only a suggestion.

Examples of offering to do something together:

T AT 3 $ 48 A,

Shall we go to the town?

BRE2RAZEAD,

Shall we drink (a cup of) tea?

ZANTY v h—DEEE LEEAD,

Shall we talk together about soccer?

RIEZLZWAT, N=T4—%2LEEAD,

Shall we invite some friends and celebrate a party?

Examples of offering someone to do something alone:

BE XA,

Don’t you want to get up?

SHEBR =8 —2ETWEEEADL,

Why don’t you wear the red sweater today?

BHHAA DRI K A D,

Why don’t you come to my home tomorrow?
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How to reject an invitation including ~ %A%

Generally speaking, to say No is always difficult in Japanese. The grammatically
correct answer wwi. ..%¥¥4, is a too vehement rejection. Instead of using a negation,
evading expressions like

BTt SHIFb k- & I am sorry, but today is a bit...

BaTd, SHEREZPH D A, I am sorry, but today I am in hurry.

are suitable. (see Situational Exercise Lesson 5)

In the majority of cases it would be enough to use the second example to express the
rejection.

Quiz 5: Build sentences with . ~%¢ A%
akd
a—t—%R,
HRENMTC,
AH—rzlEL,
KNI 5,
fT%29 %,
F7%zEHD 5,
NATIT L,
DB E»IT D,
FADHIZHRE S,
<V 7 DRI,
ZDRERND,
HAFEOME 2T %,
TLEZRS,
MDKIZIHE 5,
P LUKRE,
T ~fT > Tl % FL %,
wEZ R T %,
IS,
FADBICE S,
Bzl 5,
X9 LR35,
N—T 4 —%27F 5,
— AT 3%,
ZANTT 5,
NIz 3T,
HEE2HZ 5,
T4 RLDS,
HAIZAT <,
bIES.
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4. Initiative with ~F L x5

Sample sentences:

a E—LZ2HAEL X9,

Let’s drink a beer!

b. ABBEEIEL &9,

Let me open the window!

V~%L x5 is more than a suggestion. The speaker uses this strong expression to invite or
demand from someone to act with him. It is a peremptory and vigorous offer.

Normally this expression implies also like ~ %+ A% a shared action. The sample sentence
a show us an energetic speaker who takes the initiative to do something. So if you say

~% L x 9, the interlocutor has less chance to say no. It is justly a rousing initiative. The
translation of ~% L x 5 in this context is let us...

Frequently ~+¢ A% and ~% L x 9 are used in pairs in dialogues. The speaker starts with an
careful suggestion of doing something with ~ %+ A2 hoping that the interlocutor will
accept it. After that, the interlocutor can agree with this energetic ~%L x 9:

E— L Z2RAEEAD, Foe, KAEL LT,
But there are also cases pictured in the sample sentence b, where the speaker (the initiator)

is the only acting person. In such cases the same ~% L x 5 means I will do that on behalf of
you ! In other words the speaker initiates himself to a deed that looks like a favour for
others, but not seldom also for himself. Such actions can have a hypocritical touch and for
the Japanese taste the speaker can be too spotlighted: ##:V% L & 5 is to be translated as

let me... with the hidden meaning it’s ME (backslapping) who is doing that job ! or

I’'m sacrificing for that hard business!

But the most important characteristic of ~%U x5 is the fact that the person who is asked
can hardly disagree.

Examples of peremptory invitations:

HT~fTEEL X9,

Let’s go to the town!

RELZWAT, N=74—%ZLEL &I,

Let’s invite some friends and give a party!

Examples for an answer to a careful suggestion:

Hf~TE £ AD, v, f7EEL X9,
Would you like to go to the town with me? Yes, let’s go!
BRZRALEAD, Fv, AEL X9,

Would you like to drink (a cup of) tea with me? Yes, let’s drink!

Examples with a hypocritical touch:

BIXHI A, ZOHROVRIFAFLBREEL X ),

Grandmother, let me carry that heavy bag!
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notice 1:
In dialogues used ~% L x 5 can be replaced by the fixed expression ww»c¥,
That’s a good idea!:

HARIITE FHAD, v, fTEFEL X9,
HARIITE FEAD, VT TE,
notice 2:

Since ~%L x5 is more than an invitation, it is hardly possible to reject such demands.
But also in this case you can use the above mentioned evading expressions with
B&T9 a3 or again you show your hesitation.

Quiz 6: Build sentences with ~%L x 3
okl

F7zMHo 5,

COMRIETT —%F 2 AR5,

PIZILTwL,

7 SAEFZEL,

Rz 7D %,

P UKRE,

TANA b LT, itz T 5,

ZIES,

HEHZR>TWw L,

BTG

HAGETRET

Hf~fT> T, Ho¥z 35,

FlrENLIE L,

LV XE2HEZ 5,

Quiz 7: Answer the questions with ~%L 3
ok

I—t—ZRKAFEAD,

HENMTEEFEAD,

K ) 2R AD,

iffrz L £ AD,

F7zMHo £8AD,

NATITE ERAD,

HAGEOME 2 L £ A D,

DURABERAD,

WY ~AT o Tl 2 WL 6 A2,

BRI EEAD,

HARIZITE £EAD,

bIEEEAD,

10
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5. Final Interjectional Particles

In this chapter we will learn few more particles. These particles are placed at the end of a
sentence (or a segment) with an interjectional function, i.e. these particles are able to

give emotional or exclamatory character to the whole sentence. Japanese interjectional
particles are not grammatically isolated, as it is often the case in other languages, but they
are a fully integrated component of a sentence.

5.1 Interjectional Particle %

Sample sentence:

SHIZTREIE LTI,

Today the weather is bad, isn’t it?

As we can see from this sample sentence, the particle # has the function of a
confirmation. The speaker wants to have his statement confirmed from the point of view
of his interlocutor. Without this the sentence will sound like a categorical proclamation or
even an irrevocable verdict.

With the help of #, which is used very frequently, a statement sounds moderated and
communicative. # corresponds to isn’t it (so)? or am I right?, but it has a stronger
character of a assurance than a real question. Mostly it is a rhetorical question where the
answer is yes. But in some cases the speaker really wants to make sure if he is right or not
(Today is Monday, isn’t it so?) or he wants to have a binding confirmation. (You are really
coming tomorrow?)

Generally speaking, #is something like a lubrication oil for the communication.
LTI,

It is cold, isn’t it?

HRTDBRIATT N,

You are Ms Mori, am I right?

HIH 292K £ 9742,

You are coming definitely tomorrow, isn’t it so ?

G HIEALICHEEH TY 4,
Today we have really Monday, am I right ?

Quiz 8: Build sentences by using fa.

skl
D700 I TT,
2 AT NVEEERERCTT,
2V 7IEPETVET,
CONRBBICITE ST,
RBICFREZFATH LWL TT,
TSR VLTL RS,
HlrT I~ TDHKTT,
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5.2 Interjectional Particle a2

Sample sentence:

SHIZTREBENTTRZ,

Today the weather is really bad, isn’t it?

The particle #ax has also the function of a confirmation. But it is far more an emotional
statement. It is an exclamation. The speaker is strongly impressed by something.

fax corresponds to ...really...isn’t it (s0)? or ...really...aren’t you (so0)?.

Further nuances we had in case of # like fo make sure or to confirm cannot be found

in this expression.

In other words you can still say #wc¥nz, (Itis really cold, isn’t it? ), but sentences like
zowfrcd i, (This is really the dining room! ) or like wiHsk %442, (You are really
coming tomorrow!) are nonsense.

Although verbal and nominal sentences can be connected with a az ,

xR aEdhi, (Heis really eating a lot!)

bogcTaz, (Itis really springtime now!)

adjectival sentences harmonize the best with xz, because an emotional expressiveness
arises often during a qualitative estimation:

ZZRETHRPTT A,

It is really calm here, isn’t it?

SHIEH 72D\ TTRZ,

It is really warm today, isn’t it?

ZODAZTIEEVWLWLTTRA,
This apple is really tasty, isn’t it?

HTTRZ,
It is really dirty, isn’t it?
DELLBWVTIRA,

It is really boring, isn’t it?

Quiz 9: Build sentences by using ~hxz.

ﬂﬂ for instance
<A T NVIEEIEHWTT,
2V T7IERETnET,
RV T7DTEDIEIDPDLVWTT,
ZORIEARBIZFES P VTT,
Wiz v =2 ZTT,
HAFEDS EFTT,
FEPETT,
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5.3 Interjectional Particle X

Sample sentence:

BOTLEI VR, NABRET XK,

Hurry up please ! The bus is coming !

& as an assertion

The particle & underlines in its first function an assertion of the speaker. He makes a
statement that is based on his knowledge or experience. As an act of courtesy he wants to
share his knowledge with the interlocutor. Sometimes the statement contains a warning,
sometimes it is an useful Aint or just a not categorized type of (universally valid)
information. It depends on the context if the speaker is asked by someone and he gives this
emphatic answer or he pronounces his assertion without being asked. Since the
interlocutor plays in any case more a passive role as a recipient of the information, the
speaker does not expect any confirmations in respect of his assertion.

Anyhow & in this function corresponds to an exclamation mark.

Generally speaking, a sentence with x is accentuated (The bus is coming !), while the
same sentence without & is not accentuated, what means that it is still acceptable as a
regularly functioning sentence:

& as a warning:

BEPIRED 7 L,

The lesson is beginning!

CIZTHIEZ 2> TEWITEFTA L,

It is not allowed to smoke here!

CORPIZETHFEVTT L,
This dish is very spicy!

R[EDITTLEI Y, ZOHEIZGERNTT X,

Be careful! That street is dangerous!
& as a hint:
G HEANFF LT K,

Today bananas are cheap!

S ITHDED £ &,

In the late afternoon it will rain!

KHEDRER I AT ATT K,

The test the next week will be easy!

& as a not categorized type of information:

<Y 7IEZFZICVnET L,

Maria is over there!
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BZrHITZwEd, 9 3FTT L,

Good morning! It is already 3 o’clock!

& as a sarcastic /an ironic comment

As a more secondary function & can also be used as an ironic reply. The speaker makes
his more or less sarcastic comments on a unsuitable statement of his interlocutor.

& in this function corresponds also to an exclamation mark.

Vi, KIBHTES D FHA, SHEHBHTT &,
No, it is not Tuesday. Today is Monday !

WWR, ZTE R LTS D ERAL, AITT X,
No, it is not the lavatory! It is the kitchen!

BRENZVCOIRE D £ 90, b IMRE->TVRET &,
When does the film start? It has started already!

BLlLWTThRZ, WA, ETHETWVTT L,

It is really tasty, isn’tit? No, it is extremely unpleasant!

Quiz 10: Portray a situation and explain the meaning of the following
sentences with &. (warning, hint, general information, sarcastic/ironic
comment)

ﬂﬂ for instance

Wz, FAMFREC2H D AL,
F70E £9 &,
ZDa—t—lFEVLWVWTT L,
TEET X,
ZDOFEBIFEL3IOTT &,
ORI 2HDOBEFTT L,
ZZIEES TSN FRA L,
F7DHiTT &,
MIFFEENTT &,
RF7%ZBHD T &,
SHITMDFED £ 7 X,
BHHERER T T &,

Faal— RN TT X,
ZNUIHDTT &,
SHIZHEHTY X,
RiatshEF o T E Tk,
ZOBEIEENTT X,
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5.4 Combination of X and %2

Sample sentence:

CONRIZRETIHFE T L1,

This bus does go to the station, doesn’t it?

The particles & and # can be used together in this order. The meaning of X # is an
accentuated (emphasized) confirmation. The speaker is not absolutely sure that what he
says is true. So he asks as a precaution the interlocutor if his assumption is right or wrong.
As you can see, the difference between a simple # and this X # is usually very slight. & #
is just more enforced and it has a stronger character of a question than of assertion.

&1a corresponds also to the expressions isn’t it so? or am I right? or aren’t you?

HDITFHANTT L4,

That person over there is Japanese. Am I right?

R OFHZGA T L,
You are still going to read this newspaper, aren’t you?

HIHA R E 9 K4,

You are coming definitely tomorrow, aren’t you?

FHIEALICHEHNTY X4,

Today we have really Monday. Isn’t it so?

DI EF->TVWEET LA,

You are taking the umbrella with you, aren’t you?

P73 7OHRTT L1,

Sarah is Maria’s younger sister, isn’t she?

qualitative evaluation

In case of a qualitative evaluation (mostly adjectival sentence) you can ascertain a clear
differentiation between #a and & #. In sentences like cohAZizBV LT,

(This apple is tasty, isn’t it s0?) or <47 vizsssisoecdda, (Michael is tall, isn’t it s0?)

the speaker has already his own safe and stable opinion in respect of the quality.

Butin cases like cohAZgswL ety or =4 7 riEisEecdth. the speaker does not
have a final opinion of the quality. Either he has a weak power of judgement although he
is well informed about the matter of the talk, or he has not yet got information about the
topic, i.e. he has not yet eaten the apple or he has not yet met Michael. In such situations
&1a corresponds more to expressions like

am I right in thinking that... ? or am I right if I say .... ?

<Y 7iEeETwE A, 2V T7IEPETVET L,

Maria is really skinny, isn’t she? Am I right in thinking that Maria is skinny?
HADSIEATT 4, HASSIENTT X,

It is also cold in Japan now. Am I right? ~ Am I right in thinking that it is cold now in J.?
CDOFRIFLRTI N, ZDOFRIFLRTT k4,

This house is robust, isn’t it? Am I right if I say that this house is robust?
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Quiz 11: Which of the interjections #, #ax, X ,and k# can be used in the following
sentences? Explain your choice(s).

ﬂﬂ for instance

W 2, FAREETT,
WNADKE T,

EWTT,
a—kt—iFEB8VLWTT,
a—t =TT,
ZZIFBHEETIEH D XA,
T,
HLTDHEIATT,
bk E T,
SHIFARLICHEHTT,
EHBRICEX T,
WAEED R A,
ZDA=I8=FE\NTT,
MIETRCEET,

S SANECYZLET,
KNIFoOTHWLWTT,
ZOHEETHATH W TT,
TR ZIZ > TH VN TT,
ZofEFIEATH W TT,
ZHUINEH OFE T,
MIFFENTT,

Z ORTEIZEMET T,

R—=4 7Ly RIFEATT,
KIThD £9,

B NTWE T,
BEEIZAD L 72,
Hal-DWRIAEF>TVET,
BLfFHEZH>T0ET,
KN\IFoTL S,
ZOFMZETHATIIVRIT EEA,
T I 2> TIFWITEHA,
OB ETELTHLWTT,

16
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6. Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

ITEZIEDE LT, HEEED FL,

I stopped the car. The car stopped.

The distinction between a transitive verb 83 (75 L) and an intransitive verb Hs#

(L &9 L) is a general problem. There are no striking features like visual differences
between them to identify an unknown verb as an element of one of these two groups.
This means that you have to learn the classification of each verb.

Some rules of thumb are:

A transitive verb is incomplete without a direct object. Hence in sentences with a
transitive verb you find usually a noun marked by the particle #. In most cases sentences
with a transitive verb an initiator of this action (marked by & or %) is mentioned.

An intransitive verb, on the other hand, cannot take a direct object. In sentences with an
intransitive verb you can often find a noun marked by the particle #s , but you will never
find a noun marked by %. Finally in a sentence with an intransitive verb you cannot spot
an initiator which is normally a human, i.e. a person who completes the action.

But unfortunately many verbs are either transitive or intransitive, depending on their
context in the sentence.

In the following table you find a comparison of some structurally unequivocal transitive
and intransitive verbs from our textbook:

transitive V @i  (with %) Intransitive V H&&  (with 2%)
1IE® % tostop IEX % tostop

£9 5  to gather £% %  to gather

k&5 todecide ¥ %  bedecided

15 % to begin ¥ % tobegin

PH® % to close PHE % toclose

ZHT  todestroy Z H A Sto destroy

Bill7 % to open il < to open

A#L%  to put into A% to enter

% to go out g to send

29 to wake up fLZ %  to wake up
#%&9 todrop #%b % tofall

i#Hd  toextinguish iHA % tobe extinguished
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sample sentences:

(L3 2 FZHKDOHITIRD X L7,

I stopped the car in front of my house.

CHEPBROETIEEY T L7,

I stopped the car in front of my house.

WV F2ROTHET,

He collects stamps.

EEDHEICEEFOTET,

Students are gathered in the class room.

AR HAFEOREZIRO E L7,

The teacher started the Japanese lesson.

HAFEDREZENIBED £ L 7,

The Japanese lesson has started.

TELEEZ Cb L E L7,
The child ruined the washing machine.
HOPEERSZ b L7,

The old washing machine broke down.

I EDOESZHEL £ L7,
I switched off the room light.
HEDOEXIHEAE L7,

The room light erased.

MIARFTFELZEBREABICANE T,
Ms Mori will bathe her children.

RIAFEBESBIZAD T, *
Ms Mori will take a bath.

*  BEEICAY £, totake a bath is a fixed expression which is marked with IZ.

notice:

The verbs %2 (to become) and ¥ 3 (to make) were already mentioned in lesson 7, chapter
1.2.4.

%% is accompanied by iz and it is normally used in structures like N;#:N,iz% 2 . It is an
intransitive verb (something is changing its state without the interference of a visible
initiator): fFEbvakAcED £, A child is becoming an adult.

7% 1s also accompanied by the particle iz and it is used in the ideal structure

N,i2N,% N;ic ¥ . In this case a visible initiator consciously brings something to a new
state. SO ¥ 1is a transitive verb: fs iy b zE#HICLET, Ms Mori

is going to make her child a doctor.



