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Grammar Notes for Lesson 5

1. Sentence with a Verbal-Adjective as Predicate

1. 1 Verbal-Adjective &

Unlike European languages where only one category of adjectives exists, there are two groups

of adjectives in the Japanese language, which are identified by different inflexions and consequently
by different formal appearances. The one group is called nominal-adjective (abbreviation: NA) and
the other group is called verbal-adjective (abbreviation: VA). In Japanese the last one is called

&8 (1w &5 L). The nominal-adjective (NA) fza®za (7w & 9 &9 L) will be discussed in lesson 6.

The verbal-adjectives (VA) behave like verbs, i.e. they are inflected and are composed of an
unchangeable stem and a changeable (inflexional) ending. The first modification of the VA we want
to learn is the dictionary form:

The Dictionary Form of VA
In contrast to the verbs there are no subgroups of VA. The dictionary form of all VA always ends
in the vowel —i. (For this reason some of the grammars use the expression i-adjective.)

Word Formation:
stem + V>
Examples of VA:
s I cheap
NS H I small
[l 55\ old (state of materials, not the age of beings)
F HoON hot (climate, but not fluids)
Bl HleH LW new
JEA QBRI good
PR b5 bad

As the name already indicates, the lexicalized form is just responsible for the ascertainment of
the word in a dictionary. It does not carry any information in respect of politeness.

notice:

- The VA #w can not be used for the age of creatures, at most for the way of thinking of a person.
- 8w is used for the climate, but not for hot things like fluids and solids.

- It depends on the phonetic surrounding how to pronounce the VA g . (see next chapters)
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1.1.1 The Ordinary Polite Affirmative Form of VA

The first applicable form of the VA is the ordinary polite affirmative form.
This form is compounded of the stem, the sound v , and <3

Word Formation:
stem + \> + T

dictionary form ordinary polite
affirmative form
L - LNATT cheap
NS - INSWDTT small
R - HWTT old (materials, not the age of beings)
FH\ — FH\WTT hot (climate)
Bl -  FHLwTY new
Hw — BWTd (T d) good
PR - HeTy bad
notice:

In the ordinary polite affirmative form the VA gw is pronounced as v and not k!

1.1.2 The Ordinary Polite Negative Form of VA

The negation of the VA is formed using the stem and the ending ~< w7 :

Word Formation:

stem + { WV TT

dictionary form ordinary polite negative form

g — LW TY not cheap
NI\ — INE K BBWTT not small
v - T BWTd not old
FH\ - FHLBRWVTT not hot
Bl - L BRWVTT not new
Rw - BRBWTT (kL ABWTT) not good
s - WL weT not bad
notice:

The negative form of g is pronounced X< Zwo¥ and not w<{¥wesg!



Intensive Japanese I, Grammar Lesson 5

Alternative Negation

The negation of the VA can also be formed using the stem and the ending ~< &b x€A :

Word Formation:

stem+  H ) FXA

ordinary polite alternative negation

negative form

BN TY ZSHYERA not cheap
INS KB TT NS B EFRA not small
didRney HlHYERA not old
2BV TY 2L HYERA not hot
L BWwTT ML HYEEA not new
BB WTY RSHYERA not good
AW HAHYERA not bad

Quiz 1: Put the right forms into the spaces.

affirmative ~C negation~<{ 2\ TY alternative negation~< » ) ¢ A
m (7220)
REV (BBEW)
(T
LW (ol w)
INZEWV (BWLX W)

Ak3

The answers will be discussed during the grammar lesson.
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1.1.3 The Ordinary Polite Past Form of VA

The past form of the VA is made by using the stem, the information about the past ~»- 7% and the
information about the ordinary polite level ~¢7

Word Formation:

dictionary form

2\
-2%
G
=R
L
RV

G

N 2

stem + D> 72 T7

ordinary polite past

B2l T

INE DT TT

WP TT

Zpo T

Lol TT
Rdo7TY (Lo TY)
ot TY

1.1.4 Negation of the Past Form of VA

it was cheap
it was small
it was old

it was hot

it was new
it was good

it was bad

The negation of the past form (e.g. it was not cheap) is made by using the stem, the information
about negation ~< 7%, the information about the past ~»-7 and finally the information about the
ordinary polite level ~=¥. On looking more carefully it becomes clear that that the ending ~< %w
is modified exactly like a VA ( because of its final sound v) , i.e. it will be connected to the
information about negation by changing the form of linkage, a fundamental attribute of every
inflected word of Japanese.

Word Formation:

dictionary form

Z\>
-2%
G
=\
L
RV

e

N 2 2

stem + { o7 TT

ordinary polite negation of past

B B2 TT
INE ledpo 72T
B oty
B2l TY
L ol TY
R ZdokTT
WL ol TY

alternative form: stem + { ) €A TL:

it was not cheap
it was not small
it was not old

it was not hot

it was not new
it was not good

it was not bad
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1.1.5 Sentence with a VA as Predicate

Example:

HAFEIZIED LALTT D,

Nihon-go wa omoshiroi desu ka.
Is Japanese interesting?

Like verbs and nouns, an adjective can be used as a predicate of a sentence. The very basic types
of sentences with a VA as predicate are:

Affirmative: N i VATY,

e.g. HAGEIZE S L AW TT, Japanese is interesting.
Question: N & VATT 2,

e.g. HAGEIZE S L A\ TT 2, Is Japanese interesting?
Negation: N i VAL ZWwTd, K HY EEA,

e.g. 7SVIEHT L 72\ 2T, The bread is not new. (fresh)
Past: N & VA»-7%TT,

e.g. WLH| X D> > 72T, The film was long.
Negation of the Past: N & VA o 7T¥, /K BYERATLE,

e.g. WMIZH < 222> > 7% TT, The film was not bad.

The interrogative how used for adjectives is & 9 .

HAGEIZE D TTh, RS LWVTT D,
Wz, RPELLABEVTT, #LWTT,
TH, BHLLAWTT,
238 L\ T3 D,

BT DL WTT,

FRIFE)TTD,

JENTY,

ZRIZEITLZD, BOL2o>7TTh,
Wz, SHIFRS 57T,
F3roTY,

RIZE) TLED, KREDPS7TT D,

WWZ, ETHNE o7 TT,

How is Japanese ? Is it easy?

No, it is not easy. It is difficult.

But it is interesting.

What is difficult? (What in particular?)
The Kanji are difficult.

How is the canteen (a common room)?

It is roomy.

How was the meal? Was it tasty?

No, today it was not good.

It was unpalatable (tasteless).

How was the meat? Was it big (a big piece)?

No, it was very small.
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Quiz 2: Answer the question by using the negation.

ekd
R IATT D,
RIAITKRENCTT D,
BIANINZITT D,
E—ZE WL P27 TT D,
S HIZFENTT D,
WEH X E D> 72 TT D,
BRI\ T D,
BERIZZ-D Lo 72TTh,
HLZH L\ TT D,
=% —EH W TT D,
HAGEIZHE L TT 2,
BFIERE LWLTT D,
AR ET o TTh,

Quiz 3: Answer the question freely.

HAFEIZ D E 52\ TT D,
HAGEIZR I LTI,
R E D TT D,
FKIZEVLTT D,

MR X &9 TL 722,
T2—A7N7IEEDLLANTT)R,
HIEHIZE S TL 722,
AT T D,
LARTVIEE)TTH,
TERIZE D TL D,
AT E D) TT D,

AT E)TTDh,
i3t cd o,
238 L\ T I,
BBV LTI D,
236 DL LANTT D,
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1.2 Attributive Form of VA

Example:
B WE

furui kuruma
an old car

This sample phrase shows us a VA in its new function. The VA furui modifies the following
noun kuruma. In this case, the VA does not play the role of a predicate (the car is old ) but it
elucidates the status of a noun. The VA is here just an appendix or attribute of the noun. That
means that the noun is the dominant element, and the unit VA+N can be placed in all parts of a
sentence where a noun can stay: VA+Niz (topic), VA+N#% (object), VA+N—<¥, (predicate) etc.
In order to become an attribute, the VA must be transformed to a special grammatical form which is
logically called the attributive form.

Since in the Japanese language we cannot build a relative clause like a car that is old, the only
possibility to express the elucidation of a noun is to use the attributive form. So, all constructions
including a relative clause should be translated by using this form.
The general structure of an attributive form of the VA is as already mentioned: VA + N

1.2.1 Modification of the Attributive Form

In this lesson four modifications of the attributive form of VA will be introduced.

Affirmative:
The first attributive form of the VA is affirmative. The affirmative version of the attributive form
is extremely simple to build. It is identical with the dictionary form:

VAW + N
Examples:
o INOATRY: A anew car
E\LA X T an expensive camera
BWwWZAUD a long pencil

important note:
The two VA x#w(big) and /v w (small) have an alternative (affirmative) attributive form which
is made by adding the ending ~% :

REWVH or KELH a big car
INZ WV or NS B HL a small car

further note:

The attributive forms should not contain any information in respect of politeness. So you can not
say something like #wc¥#. The information referring to politeness is always covered by the
predicate:

chuzdwETd, (This is an old car.)
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Negation:

The negative version of the attributive form is made by adding the ending ~< %!
VAL 72> +N

Examples:

Bl v not a new car (a car that is not new)

A XS not an expensive camera (a camera that is not expensive)

BLBwZAUD not a long pencil (a pencil that is not long)

These examples show us already the vagueness of a literal translation. It is recommendable to
translate the attributive form by using the relative clause.

Past:

The past version of the attributive form is made by adding the ending ~#-7%:

VAD»> 7 +N

Examples:

BFLdolif a car that was new
BTz AT a camera that was expensive
EBro 2 AU a pencil that was long

In these cases we have no other option than to translate the attributive form by using the
relative clause.

Negation of the Past:

The negative past version of the attributive form is made by adding the ending ~< %#o7:

VAL o7z +N

Examples:
Lol a car that was not new
El ol h X T a camera that was not expensive

BB ZATUD a pencil that was not long
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Quiz 4: Translate the following sequences.

an old house

not an old house

a house that was old

a house that is old

a house that is not old

a house that was not old
a new house

a big house

a house that is not big

a small house

a house that was not small
an old book

a book which is not old
an expensive book

a book that is expensive

a book that is not expensive
a difficult foreign language
a cold room

a room that was not cold
a tasty apple

an apple that was tasty

a room that was old

the small Michael
Michael who was small

a meal that was tasty

a boring film

a film that was boring

a film that was not boring
a new friend

a good friend

a bad friend

an old friend

a bicycle that is not old

a nerson who is not friendlv

k3

(not the age but the acquaintance)
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1.2.2 Attributive Form of VA used in a sentence

ZHIREWAH X T TT,

Kore wa takai kamera desu.
This is an expensive camera.

BIALRIEVAHARXTIZEVE L,

Mori-san wa takai kamera o kaimashita.
Ms Mori bought an expensive camera.

As it was already mentioned at the beginning of this chapter, the unit VA+N can be placed in all
parts of a sentence where a noun can stay. (The noun, the word which is elucidated by a VA is in a
manner of speaking the main actor, while the VA is merely an appendix of the noun.) The first
sample sentence shows the attribute in the position of a predicate VA+N—<+7, . In the second sample
sentence the attribute is in the position of an object VA+Nz%.

More sample sentences with the unit VA + N:

FLWEEEIZHZ T, Topic: VA+NIZ...
Atarashii kissaten wa asoko desu.
The new coffee shop is there.

INEWVHDATHBEVL 227 TT, Subject: VA+N?3...
Chiisai ringo ga oishikatta desu.
The small apple was tasty.

HLVWEFZEIET, Object: VA+N%Z...
Muzukashii kanji o oboemasu.
I am going to learn difficult Kanji.

INETRETDA K F L7, Place: VAN 5 ...
Chiisana machi kara kimashita.
I came from a small town.

ZHUEBW EITWTT, Predicate: VA+NTT,
Kore wa takai tokei desu.
This is an expensive watch.
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Interrogative £ A 7:+N

£a%+N (what kind of + N...) can be used as an interrogative for the quality. In such case the
answer should contain an attribute including a VA.

EANLBRZGAF LT2D,
Donna hon o yomimashita ka.
What kind of a book did you read?

EALBFZEHES L LD,
Donna kanji o kakimashita ka.
What kind of Kanji did you write?

BIAIZEARKBETT D,
Mori-san wa donna sensei desu ka.
What kind of teacher is Ms Mori?

HENE EARETT D,
Chuugoku wa donna kuni desu ka.
What kind of country is China?

BUBLAVWARZHAE LT,
Omoshiroi hon o yomimashita.
I read an interesting book.

HLVOEFEZEZ X L,
Muzukashii kanji o kakimashita.
I wrote difficult Kanji.

PELWEETT,
Yasashii sensei desu.
She is a friendly teacher.

ETHRELETY,

Totemo ookina kuni desu.
It is a very big country.

It is of course possible to answer a question including ¥4 % with a simple enumeration of typical
features without an attributive adjective. (To answer a question about reading books you can just

enumerate the titles.)

Quiz 5: Answer the following questions by using an attribute including a VA.

ZOUIEALRDATTT M,

DAZIEEARRYTT D,
RIAIZEALRYEETT D,
EAGETZEHE ET
FA VI EALETY A,

EAGRTL 722,
EA s Wl 2 B E D,
CZREALEBETT N

EAGEHZHOVE T,

k3
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2. Numbers (part 2)

In Modern Japanese the numbers following the pronunciation of Chinese origin (on-reading) are
the foundation of all operations involving the complex system of numbers.

From the point of view of grammar, the numbers belong to the group of nouns and share its
features, especially if they are used in a sentence.

Numbers are simply words and they have to be learnt just like any other vocabulary. Nevertheless
some peculiarities should be mentioned in this chapter.

Zero: As a borrowing from English the expression zero is used as the equivalent
for the Japanese x>, which can be written either O (it is a totally round circle)
or %. This Kanji is often used in combination with classifiers (units of measurement)
like %5 (> & zero degree centigrade) or % (viv>t 12 PM, midnight)

4: The number four has two ways of reading: X4 and L. (I.e. all the rest of the
numbers including four: 14,24,34,44 etc., t00.)

Nowadays, mostly XA is used. But in compounds like ruf (the island Shikoku),
ras7 (L1395 the four points of the compass, the four directions), or pusii( L % < the
four arithmetical operations) the reading shi is still in use.

7: The number seven has two ways of reading: %% and L %. (Le. all the rest of
numbers including seven:17,27,37,47 ,etc., too.) The reading 7%7% is more
common while shichi sounds quite antiquated. Exception: £&(L % 7 o’clock)

19: The number nineteen has two ways of reading: tw>%w 3 and Uw 5 <.

This exception must be a relic of the former and meanwhile lost reading of nine: ¢

Pronunciation of eleven and upwards

In the list of vocabulary the numbers and their pronunciation from one to ten are mentioned.

The knowledge of these ten numbers will be enough to build all following numbers:

the number eleven is ten one Tw 3wt (+-), i.e. there is no special denotation for all double-digit
numbers (with the exception of - ten). Correspondingly, twelve is ten twotw 5 ic (+2), thirteen is
ten three Uw 3 3 A (13),, twenty is two ten izUw 5 (=1),, ninety-nine is nothing else but a nine ten
nine Ew5Lw3 %w 3 (Juiju, etc.

vertically written numbers

Since Japanese can be written in two directions (horizontally from left to right, and vertically
top-down), positional variants of numbers have to be noticed. If you write the numbers horizontally
the relevant Kanji for numbers are used in the conventional way as we have seen above.

Unlike that, vertically written numbers can be indicated in a manner of the Arabic numbers. E.g.
the numbers are written in Kanji but they follow the order of the decimal system. The following
twelve numbers 10,11,12,13,14,15,....20,21,22,23,...99,100 are written using these two styles:
conventional Kanji style:

10 11 12 13 14 15 ... 20 21 22 23 ... 99 100
+ + + + o+ oS s U H
— = WAL + o +
— = = Ju
Arabic number style:
10 11 12 13 14 15 ... 20 21 22 23 ... 99 100
— s . - - = = Ju —
O — = = ™M H .. o — = = .. o O
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Special numbers for financial transactions:

Some of the numbers are written in a unique way in support of an unequivocal identification.

This practise underlies the fact that particularly for financial transactions the amount should clearly
indicate their values. It is comparable with the custom to fill in the amount in words. The following
numbers of our lesson are in use:

1 =% (instead of —), 2 = =\ (instead of ), 3 = £ (instead of =), 5 = {fi (instead of 71.),
10 = & (instead of ), 100 = A (instead of ), etc.

Examples:

BT =11 THEX=12 THEZ=13 ThHl=14 TfH=15 EH/ =16
X#5=20 KeE=21 RFHX=22 REZS=23 HXiglu=24 $5fh=25
Z#3=30 =50 fH¥EtH=55 /NH=60 SNE=65  JuHE=90
EE=91 JuER=92 SuEE=93 Julath=95 Jufi/=99  E{H=100

Quiz 6: Read the following numbers.
Ak

1,2,3,4.,5,6,7,8,9,10

11,12,13,14,15

16,17,18,19,20

21,24,27,30

40,50,60,70,80,90,100

Quiz 7: Read the following numbers.
Ak

SR AL A

Fo b

5 6 A R

Sope b b S

P T A A A E

Quiz 8: Read the following numbers.
Ak

o

[ =M
IERE! O >r
o
b x>
= O Ou

St
= =
OO



