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SER T #R
Grammar Notes for Lesson 7

1. Formulations with Adjectives

1.1 Partial Description with N,iZ N,23 ADJ T,

sample sentences:

2V T7IEEBENNTY,

Maria wa me ga kirei desu.
Maria has beautiful eyes.

FAVIZE—LDBEWLLWTT,

Doitsu wa biiru ga oishii desu.
Germany has tasty beer.

These two very different sample sentences have one thing in common. In both cases a topic,
i.e. Maria and Germany , is mentioned. After that one specific quality or particular feature of
the foregoing topic is highlighted. Not Maria as a whole person but one part of her (her eyes)
is qualified. Not Germany as a whole nation but its special product (the beer), i.e. one small
part (in the widest sense) of it is evaluated.

In such cases where a part of a whole is qualitatively described the following structure is used:

N, /¥ N,%3 Adjective TT,

As we already know, #: has the function of laying an extremely strong emphasis on the marked
noun. So this phenomenon is comparable with the enlargement of a part of the whole by a
magnifying glass:

. —>
i S @
Maria eyes
Although you can change the word order and start the sentence with the subject instead of the

topic (N,2t Niz Adjectivey, ), the most popular structure of a partial (selective) qualification is
to start with the topic.
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sample sentences:

A A ANFIDSE LT, Switzerland has high mountains.

PRI THRMPELNTT, The canteen has cheap meals.

RITRZDIRWTT, In autumn the weather is good. (Autumn has a good weather.)
HARIZEBB T, In Japan the summer is hot. (Japan has a hot summer.)
HIAITEHDI NS WTT, Ms Mori has small eyes.

notice 1:

If you want to express that the qualitatively highlighted part of the whole is the only

noteworthy positive or negative feature, you can replace the 23 with a iz as a delimination:

The harmless appearing sentence <V 7ixHiz Z#\»¢7. means that only her eyes are beautiful. And
the sentence F+ vize—ridsw L, means contextually that the rest of the nation

is not remarkable...

notice 2:

The above mentioned structure N,izN,#3 ... is also used to characterize the ability, aptness,
aversion or a wish as a “part® of a person in sentences like We can speak Japanese. She likes
sports. Children dislike vegetables. I wish I had more money. etc. This grammar is introduced in
lesson 9.

Quiz 1: Build sentences with the help of following words.
o3

HIA H v

1% F REw

HAGE By #Lwv

HA H Fw

FAY & Fo

~Y7IA H FHwe

b 2 Ho

o H e

e F#E ek

GG

X" Ew

HAGE SGE DARATE

Blix Ry Lo

K4y E—L F4E

HA fl HG472
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1.2 Adverbial Form of Adjectives

Examples: . -
ZHED ENWVIZEL
yasuku kau kirei ni kaku
to buy cheap to write tidy

Not only nouns but also verbs can be modified by an adjective. In cases like to buy something
cheap an adjective, i.e. a qualifier describes the way of doing something. The adjective plays the
role of an appendix of the verb. The grammatical term used for the phenomenon of doing
something in a particular way is the adverbial form.

As we already know from the attributive form (lesson 5,6), we have to fulfil the requirement:

the elucidating word is followed by the elucidated word, or in our case the adjective that is used
as an appendix 1is followed by the dominating verb:

Adjective — Verb

This general structure covers adverbial form. Both groups of adjectives (VA and NA)
have different adverbial forms.

1.2.1 Adverbial Form of the VA

If a VA elucidates a verb, the link ~< has to be attached to the stem. The structure is as follows:

VAL +V

While an attributive form of a VA is modifiable (E.g. VA~ < #\» N), the adverbial form of a VA
can never be modified. (So you cannot say for instance I bought it not cheap.) The modification
occurs only on the verb (E.g. VA~<( V).

FLBRET (I will) eat fast

RESEZFLL (I) wrote it big

HLHOVWERYA (I will) not buy it for a high price.
ELEEETHL Will you get up late / wake up late ?

1.2.2 Adverbial Form of the NA

The adverbial form of the NA is marked by the link ~iz. So the structure is as follows:

NAIZ +V

The adverbial form of a NA is also not modifiable.

HPICEE T (I will) sleep quietly
EINVIZEEZTF LD did you write it tidy?
TLXICEE L £ 7 (I will) talk vividly

DATAZEAE L7z (1) wrapped it simply
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Quiz 2: Translate the following sequences.

&

to sleep well

to write small

to speak fast

to wake up early

to buy cheap

to sleep long

to sleep quietly, peacefully
to eat quietly, noiseless

to talk easily

to study diligently

1.2.3 Adverbial Form in a sentence

SATNVIEFRY PTHRXAIFZELSEWE LT,

Maikeru wa netto de kamera o yasuku kaimashita.
In the net Michael bought a camera cheap.

Theoretically speaking, the adverbial form of VA and NA as an appendix of the verb can go in
every position where a verb can stay. Though, at our stage of knowledge the position is limited to
the surrounding of a verbal predicate. In the sample sentence the adjective %> is placed
immediately before the verb. But this position is not absolutely binding. It is sufficient if the
adjective is placed before the verb. Therefore you can build following similar sentences:

RATNIEFY P TEIAATE B L,
+—>

RATNVIEES FY P THATEZ H0EL,
« |
%iv% TIVIEFRY P THRXT%R E}lﬂi L7,

As you can see, the distance between the adverbial determination and the verb is getting longer
and longer. An extreme separation can sometimes cause misunderstanding. So it is
recommendable to hold the distance between the adverbial units short.

Interrogative & 9

The interrogative for the adverbial form is &35 (how) :

EIHOVE L, HZLHVE L7,
How did you buy it? I bought it cheap.

What kind of a book did you read? I read a famous book.
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Quiz 3: Answer the following questions by using an attribute or an adverbial form.

EABARXTZECE Lch, (KW)
EIHWVE L,
EALBWTF2HZE T, (Fhw)
E)EZETD,

EABMEREZLE T2, (Rw)

9 LETD
EABE—NLVZIAE LD, (BwLWw)
EIRAE LD,

EAGTETHIEZ LT, (#07)
9 LETD

EARZRSE T, (DPATATR)

E)#HAE T,

Ak

1.2.4 Adverbial Connection with 7% and 3 %

THBPIRECRD T,

Kodomo ga ookiku narimasu.
The child is growing up.
(The child is getting bigger.)

HEZH1-1-L LET,

Heya o atatakaku shimasu.
I will make the room warm.
(I will heat the room.)

The verbs %% (to become, to get) and ¥ (to make) have special characteristics if you use them
in combination with adverbial forms of VA and NA:

VAL#%2 /NAiz%ks

%% 1s an intransitive verb. L.e. the effect of the verb to become is confined within the subject, and
does not pass over to any object. So % is used regularly with a subject, i.e. with a noun that is

usually marked by the particle #s:

N3 VAL & 3%,

B3z 720 £,
EBED LA R F L,
FRENLICHRD F L,

or

N2¥ NAILZZ 5,

Fruits are getting cheaper.
The study is getting interesting.

My handwriting became better.
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The usage of %% in combination with the adverbial form of an adjective shows us that the status
of the subject is changing by degrees and in a natural or logical way without the assistance of a
visible initiator. All sample sentences mentioned above reveal this phenomenon:

A child is growing gradually and naturally by himself.

Seasonally, fruits are getting cheap and that happens in a natural or logical way according to the
system of supply and demand of the free-market economy.

Through deepening of knowledge the study is getting naturally or logically more interesting.

In the course of time or through steady practice the handwriting is getting naturally better.

In cases like it’s getting cold #< b %17, the subject (the climate) is not definitively mentioned,
but is implied.

VA<¥3/NAit¥3s

7% is a transitive verb. l.e. the verb 73 expresses a conscious action which passes over
to an object, it takes a direct object to complete the sense. In other words ¥ requires

a visible direct object marked by the particle %:

N%Z VAL T3, or N%Z NAIZT 3%,
(M) HEZ H 72720 LET, I will make the room warm.
RUTZIEIAR 2L LE L, Maria shortened her trousers.

(BEEHEIAMNILZILRIZLE L%, The doctor helped me to recover.

As you can see from the sample sentences, there is not only an object that is getting changed. In
addition to that, the initiator (causer) of this action is explicitly mentioned (f.. <V 7. BEEZA),
or he is not definitively mentioned but is latent, because any conscious action always needs
someone who is doing it. (The initiator should not be always a human being. And likewise

the object should not be always a non-human. Sentences like The stress made me sick.

Z L 2D ERSICLE U, are also possible.)

Quiz 4: Build sentences including ¥ % or %% with the help of following words.

Ak

HEA ZFhuw
ik AR
K K&V
g o
5 R
i HHE

Tl = ER AR
R MATZ A

notice:
Instead of an adjective, a noun can also be put into the sentence structures:

N2 N2k 3, N%Z N,IZ§ %,
TR D £, I E2EZFIZLE LK,
Children are getting to be grown-ups. My father made me a doctor.

Children are growing up.
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2. Adverbs of Degree and Quantity

In lesson 4 the adverbs as a grammatical group were already introduced. In this lesson adverbs
related to degree and quantity will be introduced. Although adverbs are nothing but words and
they have to be learnt as a part of a vocabulary, some notes to each new adverb might be
helpful for learning.

2.1 Adverb £ T% very

The adverb &% (very) is introduced on a list of vocabulary of lesson 5. Normally it is used in
adjectival segments, e.g. as a modifying word for predicates, attributes and adverbial segments:

Predicate:
HTiFIc &R0 TT, - X ETHIIEPHLTT,
The town is vivid. The town is very vivid.
Attribute:
HVLHEZEWE L7, - ETHHVHZEOVWE L%,
I bought an old car. I bought a very old car.
Adverbial:
<) 7IdEFE LT ET, — <Y 7IFEFEZ ETHILIDITET,
Maria often speaks by phone. Maria very often speaks by phone.
(or meaning annoying habit: M. is constantly speaking
by phone.)

2.2 Adverbs F#ic and KZE very
These adverbs are synonyms of &<#% (very) but it is used in more formal context. The nearest

correspondence would be achieved by translations like exceedingly, extraordinary, extremely, etc.
Both words are also used as modifying words for predicates, attributes and adverbial segments:

Predicate:

T EPnTY, - M i3FER I/ REICEPHTT,

The town is vivid. The town is very vivid.

Attribute:

HLHZEWE L%, - FEHIZ/RE HvHEZEGE L,

I bought an old car. I bought a very old car.

Adverbial:

<V 7 IREHE LTS, — < U 73R IS RE LT ET
Maria often speaks by phone. Maria very often speaks by phone.

(M. is constantly speaking by phone.)
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2.3 Adverb 7z{ €A many, much

The adverb #< A (many, much, numerous) is used at our state of knowledge only as a
modifying word for verbal predicates:

HIATTHZERET, — RIAFTSEATHEBRE T,
Ms Mori eats the meal. Ms Mori eats much (food).

As a typical attribute of all adverbs its position in a sentence is often arbitrary. The following
position is also acceptable:

MRIABTEHZ T SABRET,
T SAKFRIARBITIRERRNET,

2.4 Adverbs AL and % x o & a little, a bit, a few

4L (alittle, a few) and % x - & (a bit, a little) are synonyms but 4L is universally used while
% x - & 1s used in more colloquial context. Both words function as a modifying words for verbal
predicates, and adjectival predicates, attributes and adverbial segments:

Predicate:

A UHAGEZGE L T, TAMEHAGEZALEL T, ALAIIHAREZEL 7,
MEB ko EHAELZELE T, AAIHEREZL X2 EELET, bro bt AIFHAEZEL 7,

I speak a little Japanese.

RIEND LHE#EL o7 T3, DLEEIEEL o7 TT,

MEPL o LEHE L o7 TT, bro tENHEL /T,

The task was a bit difficult.

Attribute:

AL WETT,
ZNEB x 2 EHWVWETT,
This is a car that is a bit old.

Adverbial:

WA7ZBLLESCHCE LT, ALAXTEZLCHOE L,
ARXT72Bb k2 b ZCEHCE L, ol A AT7%2 HCHOWELE,
I bought a camera a little cheaper.

notice:

The last sample sentences are ambiguous, because the adverbs 2L and % x - ¢ can either
refer to the predicate (to buy few cameras cheap) or the adverbial sequence (to buy a camera
a bit cheaper than usual). Only the context can clarify the meaning.
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2.5 Adverbs & £ D +negation and % A 7% iC+negation not so, not very

The adverbs %% b and %A%z are synonyms. Both are normally used in negative constructions.
They function as modifying words for verbal predicates, adjectival predicates, attributes

and adverbial segments:

Predicate:

INIHEDE— N ZRAERA, I ZARICE—LVZERAEEA,
EE— L2 HEDMAERA, I E— NV ZZARICKAERA,
HEDRRBE—NZRAERA, / ZARICIRBE—LZRAEEEA,

I do not drink so much beer.

ARXTIEHEYELSBDPS7TT, AATRBEARICESEPS7TT,
HEYDHATIIELSBDL57TT, ZFARKCAHAA TR EP>7TT,
The camera was not very expensive.

Attribute:
CNREHFEFVHLVHETIES D FRHA, THEZARICHLVETIZH D FHA,

This is not a very new car.
Adverbial:

AR ZHEYVLEZCEHCERAT L, IRXTRZZARICESEHVWERATLL,

I did not buy the camera very cheap.

2.6 Adverb + A ¥ A+negation not at all

The adverb ¥a+A (Kanji: £#) is normally used in a negative constructions. The meaning of
this word is (not) at all. It functions as a modifying word for verbal predicates, adjectival
predicates, attributes and adverbial segments:

Predicate:

BT ARXABHZRAEREA, TAIEREZEATARAEEA,

FARXAIERZKAEEA,
I do not drink alcohol at all.

KITBEAREAEL LA o7 TY, / EARAMRITIEE S LA B> TY,
The trip was not interesting at all.

Attribute:

FHEEAEAROCKRLATIES D A,/ ETARAGTHERORATIESH D EA,
Today the weather is not good at all.

Adverbial:

FALXARSBEEZEATLE,
1 did not get up early at all.

notice: In a very casual conversation €A+¥4 is nowadays used in the meaning of very,
totally, or completely: T ¥AYAR, That’s very jazzy.

10
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2.7 Adverb 7277 quite, rather

Zehd> with an adjective
The adverb ##k# in combination with adjectives is only positively used. In this case it
functions as a modifying word for predicates, attributes and adverbial segments:

Predicate:
ATIZ R R2ED L A0S TT, / B EPKITIEEDL L A02572TT,

The trip was quite interesting.
Attribute:
SHEBPRPRORKATT, /PS5 HERORKATT,

Today the weather is rather good.

Adverbial:

D b I nIHnE Lz,
He sang quite pretty.

notice:
Positive refers to the inflection and not to the meaning of the adjective. Adjectives like bad - ,
terrible X%, dirty %\, or difficult # L > can also be in a combination with 7577

Zzdied with a verb
In a verbal construction ##%%: can only be used negatively. It means a delay of an expected
state (not rather). So %% 7%» functions as a modifying word for negative verbal predicates:

WHBHRPBPRECA,  BPEPETILEEA,

The train (the tram) does not rather come.

RATNZRDPEPEE A, SR T VIIEE EEA,

Michael does not rather get up.

2.8 Adverb iz especially

The adverb #ic (especially) is used as a modifying word for verbal predicates, adjectival
predicates, attributes and adverbial segments. It can be used in both positive and negative
structures:

Predicate:

HRIGRICAZHAF T, TRIGHERIIAZFTAE T,

Especially on weekends I read books.
FAYRBE—LPRIZELLLTT, P4V RFicE—LBBLLWwTY, /
RIZFAVIEE—ABEBLLWTT,

Especially beer is in Germany tasty.

Attribute:

RUTIRIZECORPEETY, RIS 7RI LORPETT,
Especially Maria is a diligent student.

Adverbial:

BZIBRICE LRz L9, /RIC @) $Coiciimz L £7,
Especially she is going to study diligently.
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2.9 Adverb 7zt z2i¥ for example, for instance

The adverb & zig (Kanji: #12i&) means for example or for instance or among others and it is

a universally and often used word which is usually placed at the beginning of the sentence.

All kind of sentences (N, V, VA, NA) and segments (predicate, attribute, adverbial etc.) can be
accompanied with no restriction by =&z :

Nominal: 7z & ZI1Z SV IZBXYTT, Bread is, for example, a food.
Verbal: 7z & ZITERICIIAZTEAFE L 72, On weekend I read, for instance, a book.
Adjectival: 7z & 21X~V 7IEBYITT, Maria is, for instance, kind.

2.10 Combination of Adverbs

Two or even more adverbs can appear in one sentence, though most of the adverbs are
incompatible due to their opposed characters (e.g. =< &A versus 4U) .
Only the following combinations of adverbs are often seen:

1. Following adverbs together with the adverb 7< A but exclusively in verbal sentences.
ETHH A, ERITIS A, KRELS A, (T2 EATEA)., DEDILEAL
ZABRICIS S, Bt A, FITISA

2. =& 213 plus all in this lesson mentioned adverbs ( with exception of 7z& zi¥ itself).

3. 7 2% plus the doubled adverbs mentioned in point 1 (e.g. =z 2FrTHr &)

sample sentences:

ETHHSAEVYIZ L £ L7, Ibought plenty of things.

2V 7E el SAETZHEZ £, Maria writes quite a lot of Kanji.
HEDHLSIABZENEH A, 1donoteat so much.

7oL ZIXRIC7 K S A HARADK £ T, For instance, especially many Japanese will come.

Quiz 5: Put the adverb into the sentences:
skl

HZIcERNTY, £TH

HTiZicEenrTd, 2L

HTIZICERDTT, HED

FIZERHLTT, K

FICERNTT, ZARIC

FIZERNTT, TATA

FICERNTT, kbhkd

l

1)
1)
1)
1)
HZICER1TYT, & AT
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Quiz 6: Which of the two adverbs fits to the sentence?

riE (&TH 72K ZA) KEPHMTT,
(ZARIT RE) FilvEZEOWE L,
Wiz (ETH HFAXA) I ARKZHAZT,
HiZ (ZAZRIC K2 EH<BwTT,

iz (7 3A HEDH) THEBRET,
(ML ETYH) MERHELWTT,

(BFEDH 7KXA) B ThokTT,
(Z2A%1z FEHNIC) BAlREE LA,

(ML 72 3A) HAGEZGELEL 72,
(Fric 72 & 213 WudsEewcd,

iTiE (bEhH L) BHLAL Ero4TT,
ZORIF (FAXA ZARK) HLHBVTT,
Wiz (Fric 72&218) KREWwTT,

Quiz 7: Build sentences with help of following words:
okl

YoEhE bl HL W

By JERIC M

ks ZA%IC BN

K FAEAL Wl

K& £TH DAT HY

WEH s 95 Hxr-oé

B HEhH kz3

SH o HED

Zhzic H O HEwe

EBw 2% #HRK 7221

Kize &TH k3 ZA

WA ZARIC

FAEAL Vol #HLwv

By HED DARA

HAGE AL 59 WEH

i FAY  E—=)L Rl 94V

o

#

13
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3. Comparison with Comparative and Superlative

In Japanese comparison cannot be formed by using grammatical appendix like in western
languages. The comparative (bigger, smaller, darker etc.) and superlative (biggest, smallest,
darkest etc.) are formed with help of adverbs as a periphrasis. Both the comparative and
superlative are used not only with adjectives, but also with verbs (to eat — to eat more — to eat
most).

3.1 Comparative degree with $ - &

Ho t KETT botEFT

it is more important I will sleep more

The comparative degree is built with help of the adverb % - ¢. This expression means more.
Verbs and adjectives can be transformed into a comparative form by this word. Usually the
comparative expresses a higher degree of the quality or action denoted by the simple word:

BRET - b2 ERBNET, toeat more

BwvTd - b o EHRWTY,  itis earlier, it is more early
Sample sentences:

RBIFRE T, - FEldb o ERZI VLT,

Osaka is big. Tokyo is bigger.

D60 %IFENVTT, - I b2 EENNTT,
Hiragana is beautiful. Kanji are more beautiful.
MEHRCEZ X L7, - BLLwidbo RS E L,
Yesterday I got up early. The day before yesterday I got up earlier.
U7 RBE-—NVERAET, — AT NED o ERAET,

Maria drinks beer. Michael drinks more (beer).
WEHFLEZRE L7, - SHIZb2 ERFET,

Yesterday I watched TV. Today I am going to watch more.

3.2 Superlative degree with —%&

—®/BRKFTY —BEXT
o ) I will sleep the
1t 18 most important

The superlative degree is built with help of the adverbially used nouns — (»%)and & iga). It is a
combination of the number one and the numeral -ban. So —%& (»bigA) literally means number
one. It is used to compare a number of things, to express the highest degree of the quality or
action denoted by the simple word. Verbs and adjectives can be transformed into the superlative
by —#&:

BRET — —BBENFET, to eat the most
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EARNQE — —&BHWTT, it is the earliest, it is most early

Since the superlative degree emphasizes the quality or action of the concerning noun in an
extremely strong way, the noun which is involved into this comparison is often marked by the
#% instead of the topic marker (3.

In most cases, the superlative degree is used as the last part of a three-parted comparison:

PPN ZENNT T,

Tangerines are cheap.

NFFIED > ELNTT,

Bananas are cheaper.

h A TW—FLNTT,
Apples are the cheapest.

BIATETCE T,

Ms Mori is going to sing songs.

AHIAEL > EHNET,

Ms Honda is going to sing more (songs).

ARSI AP—FRNET,

Ms Suzuki sings the most (songs).

PP RIFENLLR LT TY,

Katakana are beautiful characters.

DO6D%IFH - E ENVLRLFTY,

Hiragana are more beautiful characters.

BB —FINOLRLFTY,

Kanji are the most beautiful characters.

N X BERET,

I eat often bread.

BXzdbo bt L{BRET,

I eat more often vegetables.

Wz—&FLCBNET,

I eat most often meat.

Quiz 8: Transform the sentences into comparatives and superlatives:
skl
SERIFEELVWTY, (7 7 v AR HAGH)
MIARFEBENOTT,  (KH. #A)
IFE—NVZ]RAET, (B R)
FAYANZELWTY, (REA, HAN)
RiEFENRNTT, (k. B)
A ZFZAET, (HEE BL)

WEIIENTT, (fa, W)
A MNFTINLAF A T (=117 F)
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WErrREXFE L7, (fa, W)
MDAT-AMIZEELE T,
FUolcimz L Ed, (. k)
ZHUIF L WHETY, (24, HN)
EHTFLvEZRF LA, (5H. BHH)
ZOMEIZE L WTT, (2D, HD)
HIFEENTT, (2. )

Quiz 9: Answer the questions:

3=\ T D,
—HEBOL L EAYIITT D,
fo & ZWEMB—FEH T D,
— RGP T T D,
TN —H/ERZR > T E I,
—F LTI D,

ER 1D FEDEH AT
23—/ RFTI D,

A3 —F/I L AT D,

ER 1D FEMEANTT D,
—HRELEIZE I TT D,
ERT—HB B ZMAE T,

o

#
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