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SRS 9 3R

Grammar Notes for Lesson 9

1. More Diverse Ways of Expression

In this lesson we learn new ways of expression.

1.1 Expressions with 7% 72, % 5 W2 BELIZL Vv,
WBERE, BFE, TFE, TE5,b0°% and 5

Sample sentence:

HEAEBDPLTEXT,

Nihon-go ga sukoshi dekimasu.
I can (speak) little Japanese.

In lesson 7, chapter 1.1 we have learnt the structure N1 wa N2 ga Adjective to emphasize
qualitatively one part of a whole. In a modified form you can use this structure to lay
emphasis selectively on the mental or physical part of creatures. Mostly it deals with the
mental and physical capability of human being like the ability of doing something.

The four structures

N, EN DS TE X T, (cx2=%V...can do something)

NJIEN, 200D 7, (b»3=mV...understand something)

N, ZIN, 25 EF T, (EF2=NA...to be good at something)

N, N, FFTT, (FF2=NA...to be unskilful in something)

show the ability or inability to do something.

For further inflexion (past, negation etc.) it is important to know that ©% 2 and »# 2 are
verbs, while k%7 and T+# are nominal adjectives.

The three structures

N UIN,2NE L WTT, (rLw=VA...want to have something)

N IN, DS E T, (#=72=NA...to like something)

N, IIN, 23 & 5\ T, (25w2=NA...to dislike something)
show the affection or aversion towards things and actions. gL (also: &L ) is
a verbal adjective, ##%7% and ¥ 5w (also: #w7 ) are nominal adjectives.

The remaining two structures

N EN, WD 97, (w3=#V...to need something)

N EN, DS, (pE2=NA...to require something)
show the feeling of necessity in respect of an action or a thing. 3 (also: 3, be careful,
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itis a®V and not the %V to be!) is a verb and #E# is a nominal adjective.

As you can easily ascertain, most of these expressions are used to emphasize the

mental features and not the physical characteristic of a person.

Apart from the arrangement in groups according to the meaning, it is also possible to put
the expressions in groups in a more grammatical way:

NJENDY HFETY /E50TY /BETT IELwTd / BETYT,/ hFTT TFETT
are sentence structures all formed by adjectival predicates. So they describe the quality.

N EN2Y TEET DD ET  WhET

are sentence structures formed by verbal predicates. They describe the permanent
condition or the state.

In all cases N, is usually a human being or at least living object or personified object.
(The state needs more money. My cat understands me. The car dislikes dust.)

Sample sentences:

RIANTNRIDHETT, Ms Mori likes cats.

TH, RBELWVTT, But she dislikes dogs.

2ATNVNEY Y A —DFETT, Michael is good at soccer.

I 713 BE ERE D £, For golfing you need money and time.
T TEEEDY FF T, I am bad in English. My E. is poor.
HDRIEZY VY APTEET, That dog can dance.

ZOEIZH o EAKRBBETT, This nation needs more water.
WITFEREID LoD £, He understands Chinese a little.

Quiz 1: Complete the sentences by using the following expressions:

HFETT/E50Ty /BETT IZLwTY / WETT EFTT S
TFETT,/TEET DO ET ) ET

ﬂﬂ for instance:

HANIZADS

el PEFDS
BRIAIET =AY
INES 3 R
B 1: 2 ORIEDS
A ANFE—LHs
HDTIBEZHI AN
WA VI VETEDS

SCHE RS D3
213D
HIAIFTFELD
HANTZ 9, s
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1.2 Give and Receive 175, 59, {13

Sample sentences:

AT NIV TR DHITE LT,

Michael gave flowers to Maria.

QYT ATNIZDoERb 6 VnE LT,

Maria received flowers from Michael.

2 ANV IER S NE LT,

Michael gave also to me flowers.

The sample sentences show very clearly that there is one equivalent for the word
to receive namely the 3V %59, but there are rwo equivalents for the verb to give
and these are the 5V &2 and<hs.

1.2.1 Receive d 5 9

%55 describes the process in which the recipient (the topic and the acting person) is
getting something (the direct object) from another person. The ideal sentence structures of
this kind of action are:

NGE NI NZ2 DoWET,

NG NS N2 DH50ET,

As it is already illustrated in the sample sentence, N, and N, are mostly persons (Maria and
Michael) or at least animals, and Nj is a thing (flowers). But sentences like this nation gets
subsidy from other industrialized nations are also imaginable.

Sample sentences:

BEAEIBRIEADPLTLEVFZ2H50E LT,

Ms Mori got a present from her father.

TENIHRIADPLEEZDLVET,

The husband will get money from his wife.

ZOHROE—F —FERTICHVE LD, HLILboWVEL K,

From whom did you get that red sweater? From my girlfriend.

CORIZOLODOLRDPRLELLWLYZHHWET,

This dog gets always delicious things from my mother.

notice 1: Depending on the context, the nominal segments can be omitted or their
positions can be changed: s sA#»6 7Ly +%2b5w% L, or, for instance,
BRIAPEHb0VELE,

notice 2: It is unusual to use the first person (i.e. / or me) in the N, position unless
the sentence describes a conscious and distanced observation of the action in which the
speaking person himself is involved. So usually statements like

AL Se 7 1LFEI IR P 1SN, A A1 2 AMe ALl it i meicemant Looienn vmma A aemeee 10 cnrinAd acananterina Tn A
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similar way people closely relating to you like parents, brothers and sisters, friends etc.
can hardly be used as N.,.

1.2.2 Give 73

%175 describes the process in which one person (the topic and the acting person) is
donating something (the direct object) to the recipient . The Kanji for 172 is Eif3, i.e. to
raise a thing to an upper position. So this word points out in a quite figurative way the
typical Japanese attitude that the counterpart is always in a higher position.

The ideal sentence structure of this kind of action is:

N N,IZ N%&® BIFTET, p
}

N, and N, are mostly persons and N is a thing (in the widest sense). But as it was
mentioned in the foregoing chapter, sentences with personified actors are also imaginable.
Although the original meaning of #7% is to raise, i.e. the recipient is in upper position,
you often hear statements like kic Zfli%z %17 4. (to give something to eat to a dog.), Or even
flickz HIF £ 3, (to give water to the plants.)

Sample sentences:

Wiz LY FEHITE L,

He gave her a present.

WM EANCESZ2HITET,

The wife gives money to her husband.

ZOHe—F =3 ERHTETHr, RcHTET,

To whom are you going to give that red sweater? To my boyfriend.

FHIWOH ZORIZBEVLW LW ZHITET,

My mother is giving always delicious things to this dog.

1.2.3 Give (me) { 15

<3 is the central problem of this chapter. Like the verb #1572, this <¢ts also describes
the process in which one person (the topic and the acting person) is donating something
(the direct object) to the recipient. But the verb <#13 has an additional meaning of giving
something to me (to the speaker) or to people closely relating to the speaker like relatives,
friends, colleagues or even to an animal that belongs to the speaker. (It is not clear whether
plants pertain to this circle.)

The ideal sentence structure of this kind of action is:

N NIZT NZ2 (¥ T,

While the N, position is reserved either for the speaker or the people and animals
connected with him, the holder of the N, position always depends on the question who is
N, 2.

If N, is %, we have no problems. Every human being, i.e. including all people of the

# -sphere and even animals, (provided that these animals are able to perform the act of
giving e.g. The friendly ape gave me an apple.) can resume the position of N, :

AT A Z S LE LTz, My father gave me a book.
FELIEFRIBETFZ2INET, A child is going to give me sweets.



Intensive Japanese I, Grammar Lesson 9

BRI T LY P2t A, MsMoridoes not give me a present.

But if N, is not #, the position of N, cannot be taken by people of the # —periphery.
In other words it is normally not possible to say RixfkicA% < g L, My father gave my
mother a book.

In such cases the giving person is getting automatically estranged, i.e. the father is
catapulted out of the intimate area of the speaker. Sentences like

RIBRHIAZ S LE L7z, MIRBIZAZINE L, REBLRRIZAZINF LT,

My father gave to my mother a book. My elder brother gave to my younger brother a book. My friend gave to my father a book.
always show latently the speaker’s strong connection to N, and his alienation from N1.

Since N, is the main acting person, it is very often marked with the subject particle #s :

NS Nz N2 (g,

More sample sentences with <#nz:

FAEDBICEE T2 NE L,

The teacher gave sweets to my little brother.

RIABRICTLE Y P2 nx L,

Ms Mori gave to my father a present.

Iz Nk L,

She gave me a cat.

<Y Ttz S nx L,

Someone gave to (my) Maria flowers.

Quiz 2: Build sentences by using 172, <1z or $53:
ﬂﬂ for instance:

<7 —%F— <5

1 et K b5

V7 TEDL BET HiF 5

mSIA AHSA I b5 9

5% A B4 (s
Vi U (7 AV R N {3
A it HT 5
K} A CD (s
Kzt Hh Z {3
e % 7—% HT 5
HmIA A IR {3
A T

i o BET
ZOE i
RIS ] 2
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1.3 to put on and to take off

Sample sentences:

<A nizddhEPITE L,

Michael put on the glasses.

2N 5iE5 LS E LT,

And then he put on a cap.

ZLTCEFREIZDOE L7,

And finally he put on the gloves.

In connection with things like clothing, accessories, and other items a person can wear,
carry by oneself, or take off, there are several special verbs in use. The three sample
sentences show that the action of wearing three different things ®%s,1g5 L , and F&1is
also performed by three different verbs. (#173, ix% 3, and 1x® 3). Particularly with regard
to the action of putting on but less of taking off things, there are fixed expressions.

A certain systematic relation between these actions and the articles of clothing or other
things a person can carry by oneself is evident:

% % shows the action of wearing articles of clothing often with sleeves which are worn in
a way of coating or infolding. The process of putting on often follows the direction
top down. Examples of such articles of clothing are shirts, suits, sweaters, coats,
dresses etc. (By the way the kimono %% means nothing but a thing to wear.)

Sample sentences with #3:

RATNVIETA T YV REET, Michael is going to put on a shirt.
N, A—Vz2E%Y, Then he will put on a suit.
ZLTC, a—FZzEZET, Finally, he will put on a coat.

1% { shows the action of wearing articles of clothing which are put on bottom-up. So it is
a curious scene if someone is saying 74> ¥ v#2izg %3, (I am going to put over
my shirt.) Examples of articles of clothing which are used with iz < are trousers,
skirts, briefs, socks, shoes etc.

Sample sentences with i< :

RYTIEFEAA =P 2IFE LT, Maria is going to put on a skirt.
znnro, {DOLkzIFEET, Then she will put on socks.
ZLT, KDO%IFEET, Finally, she will put on shoes.

it <" shows the action of undressing of all the articles of clothing relating to
both verbs %35 and ix<.
Sample sentences with @<

2ATNVIE - 2R EF L, Michael put off his coat.
zhrs, FPELREELL, Then he also put off his jacket.
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ZLT, K2Z2h¥F L7, Finally, he put off his shoes.

more fixed expressions:
Other fixed expressions for clothing, accessories, and other items a person can wear,
carry by oneself, or take off are:

articles to wear to put off

IRER (eyeglasses) N bR 9T or &3
F4E (gloves) 305 or T5% 399 or E3
A % > (buttons) 3% or T35 399 or E3
7 %A (neckties) L®% or T35 399 or E3
7 7 %% Y —(accessories) 275 or T 5 X399 or L3
139 L (hat,cap) RN Bl or &5
7>Z  (umbrellas) 37 L%

Quiz 3: Find the right verb for putting on and taking off for the following things:

=y —%.. (DL7%%.. SHD%Z.. TAT vV ..
F) Lz NI .. ARV % ... IDOE%Z ..
Ry 7% 7L %.. (D% TRV —%..

Quiz 4: Build sentences by using 2. 3¢, &<, BT ete.
ﬂﬂ for instance:

M ¥y

Znhs ARV

ZLT (K2L%k (-2

hifi A7 — b

s k—F—

FA 4] FAR

ik EEEE U84
<7 KK 77HY —

2fEE wod 1N
Stk FAXA 2754
Kk 139 L

ZWVWTYT, a—F
BLTY, TR
BWTT, Yy VDORY
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WD £,
23 IEA F T,

2. Clock Time (part 2)

In lesson &, chapter 4 we have learnt the hours. In this lesson the minutes will be
introduced.

Sample sentence:

ST Td, 1 13549 TY,

What time is it now? It is eleven thirty-five.

As it was mentioned in lesson 8, the clock time is formed by using a number and its
classifier. Speaking about time in minutes 4 (A or 54 ), we use the structure

number plus the suffix 4 (14, 24, 34, 44, 54 etc.)

The combination of a number and the suffix 4r is subjected to regular changes in sound
caused by the overlap of syllables. (see lesson 6, chapter 2.1)

The usual pronunciation of 4r in the meaning of minute is %A and the aberrations

(these are all minutes including the numbers 1,3,4,6,8, and 10) are pronounced regularly

as 4. In the following table the aberrations are written in bold:

17 WwokA 1 minute
297 ITSHA 2 minutes
39 IARA 3 minutes
447 IASA 4 minutes
549 ZS5A 5 minutes
697 Ao8A 6 minutes
T3 RIRSA 7 minutes
847 E->RA 8 minutes
9457 ZTwIH)IA 9 minutes
1093 UCwoRA 10 minutes
1193 CwowoXRA 11 minutes
129 LUwIihllsA 12 minutes
1349 Uw9)IASA 13 minutes
144y Uw9) XASA 14 minutes
159 Uw)ISHA 15 minutes
20497 WIKLwoRA 20 minutes
3047 WKLwo,RA 30 minutes
407 XALw-oRA 30 minutes
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notice 1:

The expression for half past (hour) is the suffix ~¥ (~iz4). E.g. 12:30 is
1 2B%(Cw H I LidA).

But there are no expressions in Japanese for a quarter of an hour.

notice 2:

The exceeded hour past is expressed in Japanese by the suffix ~#¥ (~7¥). E.g. 12:05 is
1 265 BF(Uw 9L Z5HAT¥). But normally it is not necessary to mark the exceeded
minutes explicitly with a i#@= because clock times like 1 2B 54(Uw 91U 254 ) mean
already the overrunning of the hour. Further the use of &= is limited to approximately 15
minutes.

Le. 12:13 is either 1 21 34 (Lw 5 iz Uw 9 A A ) or rare but not wrong version
121 348% (LwdicLlwd IAsATE, while 12:201s 1 22 04(UwdicicLw-54), but
never 1212 0BE(Lw HIcLIcLwoRATE).

notice 3:

The not yet reached hour fo is expressed by the suffix ~t (~%x). E.g. five minutes to
twelve is 1 2#548(Uw 9 ict &A% 2). This ~8f as an indication for the not yet reached
hour is definitely required.

Further, the use of this expression is also limited to approximately 15 minutes.

I.e. 11:47 can be presented as 1 21 34HI(Lw JicULw 5 SARAF X thirteen minutes to
twelve), while 11:40 cannot be described as 1 2B 2 04#i(Lw SicCictw-%kA%%). It can be
only described as 1 1#4 0% GB¥) (Lw I BE L LAL®W>2ATE)).

notice 4:
The interrogative for the minutes is f4r(% A &4 ). The approximate time is (still) ~= 5.

Quiz 5: Answer the question S {A[IRf T3 7>,
ik
09:05
08:55
08:30
10:10
10:15
10:33
10:45
11:11
11:28
11:30
11:44
11:48
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12:16

Quiz 6: Answer the question by using the minutes.
ct

AR 73T 9 D,

SRl I Z £ L 722,

PETTIRHAT 2 ICIR E D £ T2

Rl o3 Ic £ L 722,

R EHLIIAIRG & ABUHE E £ 9D,

C DEZEIIIREH E TTY D>,

EEIIR D SR £ TT D,

FEARIIRG Z AR E £ T,

3. The Space of Time

The general difference between the point in time and the space of time was already
mentioned in lesson...

While points in time are usually marked by the particle iz, the spaces of time in normal

use are often in an adverbial position and they are not marked by any particles.

In Japanese all words referring to the space of time like 2000 years, three months, ten
weeks, four days, eight hours, five minutes etc. can be used together with the suffix ~m
(~»4). This Kanji read in kun as w# means the space, in both local and temporal
senses. In most of the expressions referring to the space of time this suffix is omitted. Only
the specification of the hour ~#¥f (~U#%4) and the specification of the week ~#Rg

(~Lw» 3 #4) should always be used together with ~m.

3.1 The space of time ~K¢f]

The hour as space of time is formed by using a number and the classifier ~&f (~UC»A).
In the following table the systematical aberrations of the pronunciation of the hours

in respect of the numbers 4,7, and 9 (14,17,19,24,27,29 etc.) are written in bold:

LI WH EA 1 hour

2K5E] 1T A 2 hours
3] SAULDA 3 hours
4FHE K UCd»A 4 hours
5 U A 5 hours
6 AL U A 6 hours
TR Z7%U2»A/LBULH»A 7 hours
8Kl &5 LA 8 hours
QHBERE < I"MmA, 0 hanre
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notice 1:
The interrogative for the hour (how many hours) is the frE (%A U2A).

notice 2:
In order to give the approximate time in hours, we use the prefix #~ or the suffix

~$Bv, e.g. M1 00K or 10 0KHCT B,

notice 3:

For the half an hour the expression ¥ (1zxA) is used as a suffix to ¥ . So 2 i means
two and a half hours, 1 4 #i#2% means fourteen and a half hours.

As a synonym for 30 minutes (see next chapter) you sometimes hear the expression ¥
(1A U2 A half- hour). The pronunciation of this word is confusing because of the

quite similar pronunciation of three hours: 3FRI(ZA L 2A).

Quiz 7: Read the following hours:
okl

3 IR¢fHA

7 K¢

6 IR

2 4 K¢

4 8 IRFft]

5 5 IRt

1 0 0 K¢

9 3 e

FI=RE A

9 IR

Quiz 8: Answer the question by using the hours.
ok

Vo b I EIE £ 9700,

TR IZARE] 5 WE F 92,

fliRE ] 7 5 WihiR 2 L £ 9722,

KREEDB TR T3 D,

B3R C L 722

2260 FF E TRRHT I A,

C DI T I D,
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3.2 Space of time ~% (i)

To indicate the minute ~4 (~4A./~34) as space of time, it is not necessary to use
the suffix ~4# (~&A»A/~s454). The ending ~4 alone means already the length
of minutes.

In the following table the aberrations of the pronunciation of minutes involving numbers
1,3,4,6, 8, and 10 (also 11,13,14,16,18,20 etc.) are written in bold:

14 ([H) WwoXRA (BA) 1 minute
249y ([H) 125 A (DA) 2 minutes
39 (H) JIASA (A) 3 minutes
44 (M) LARA (BA) 4 minutes

54y ([H) %A (BA) 5 minutes
649 () »A28A (A) 6 minutes
79 (M) kA (A) 7 minutes

84 ([H) 1Z-o%RA (A) 8 minutes
94y ([H) 2w ) SA (DA) 9 minutes
104 (1) UCwoXRA (*A) 10 minutes

notice 1:
The combination of hour and minute is easily made by using the structure
number## + numbers like 21 54 (L CHALw 5 T34 two hours and fifteen minutes).

notice 2:
The interrogative for the minute (how many minutes) is 4@ (RARA@DA)).

notice 3:
In order to give an approximate time in minutes, we add the prefix #~ or the suffix
~ 50, e 2. 10045 Or 10045 < 5,

notice 4:

The number of minutes exceeding 60 is often replaced by the next higher unit, i.e.

the hour. So the space of time 1 ¥4 04y (one hour and 40 minutes) is at any rate more
popular than 1 0 04 (hundred minutes).
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Quiz 9: Read the following minutes :

k3

Quiz 10: Read the following combination of hours and minutes as space of time:
ekl

3 IRFH

7T 2 097

6 I 5 597

LR 1 39

2[4 857

31 497

1 0 OW§[A 1497

# 3R 4 09>

Quiz 11: Answer the questions by using the hours and minutes.
ok

V0 b I EIE £ 9700,

il 73 S VIl TR 2 B E T,

KREEDIZZE IR 3T o,

3T L7,

HKipo 2 2 E T T D,

Iy E T TY b,

WEHAT 0 <5 WHEREZ L % L 72,
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4. The Numbers (part 3)

In lesson 4 and 5 we have learnt the basics of the Japanese numbers. This chapter deals
with numbers consisting of up to nine digits (999 millions). Since the Japanese currency,
the so-called Yen (the latinized symbol of yen is ¥, the Kanji is 11, the pronunciation x4.)
has no fractional currency like cents, centimes or pence often valued at 17100 of the main
currency. Thus relatively high numbers are commonly used. (Almost all Japanese are
multimillionaires!) :

4.1 The numbers up to 999,999,999,999

1 — W
10 +  Tw)
100 B 0L
1,000 T+ ®A
10,000 o FA (or—JF VHEA)
100,000 +hH CwoFA
1,000,000 BA UL FA
10,000,000 TH RAFA  (or—TFH vovAEA)
100,000,000 ®m BL (or —f% VBEE )

This line-up of the Japanese numbers up to hundred million makes it clear that there

is a special denotation for the number ten thousand which is called 7 (A ) or more
precisely —7% (v%%4). Unfortunately, it is not like in Western languages where a simple
ten-fold increase of the thousand should have allowed to produce a number like ++
(tw3+€A). Such word does not exist! In Japanese10,000 is not al0 x 1,000 but a 1 x
10,000 (—7). The consequence of this difference in denotation for the five digit numbers in
comparison with Western languages is that the Japanese version of numbers has a
complete displacement of the naming for further digits: 100,000 is not 100x1,000 but 10x
10,000 (-+7) and a million is a 100x 10,000 (&%), ten millions are 1,000x 10,000 (+7)etc.
While Western languages have a special name for the seven digit numbers ( it is a million),
Japanese seven digit numbers still remain to be the hundredfold multiplication of 7.

Only after it has reached the nine digit numbers a new name appears in the Japanese
numerical series: Instead of an absurdity like 7 57 we have the number #(3 <) or more
precisely —#& (one hundred million).

(By the way one billion 1,000,000,000 is +4&,,and one trillion 1,000,000,000,000 is

—%k (o5 x %) which is still a part of the Japanese daily life within the scope of, for
instance, the national finances.)
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4.2 Changes in sound of H and T

Coming back to the less astronomical numbers of hundreds & (v <) and thousands
¥ (®A), it is important to notice that they are subjected to regular changes in sound
caused by the overlap of syllables.

In the following table the aberrations are written in bold:

[EREEROE K 100 T ®A 1,000
Y AR 6 X I 200 —-F ¥A 2,000
=H IAURL 300 =F IA¥A 3,000
My LKAD$L 400 T XAEA 4,000
HEH  Z0%L 500 HT A 5,000
NEH A0 K 600 AT ALEA 6,000
tH A0l 700 LT hiEA 7,000
VA= > 36 8 K¢ 800 NT  Zo¥A 8,000
E w50 < 900 T gwHEA 9,000

4.3 Currencies Y., F1 $§, 2—n

The three currencies Japanese Yen, U.S. Dollar, and Euro are:

Y = H (ZA) (sometimes the designation H#FM
ILoIEA XA OF ITiZA %A 1S used)
$ = F (for U.S. Dollar the designation % F i (_w Fa)is also used)
= 1—0n

The names of the currencies are of course nouns.
S HARMDLNTT, In the moment the Japanese Yen is cheap.
AAT7% FIVTHWE L7, 1paid for a camera in Dollars.

The combination of a number and the name of a currency (amount of money) is
treated like all other combinations of a number and a classifier (numeral):

Z D EFEIF28,000HTL 72, This jacket was ¥28,000.
1 2—u 3% H#I149 T, Today one Euro is approximately 149 Yen.
100D 7 4 ¥ — a one hundred Yen lighter

The interrogative for the amount of money is v»< & or 47 plus a currency,
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e.g. fif, fFu, or ffa—w,

Quiz 10: Read the following numbers:

100

200

300

500

123

660

800

740

377

999

844

1,000
3,000
8,000
8,888
3,333
15,000
9,600
55,555
33,333
21,800
73,123
700,000
123,456
999,900
1,000,000
3,000,000
6,000,000
10,000,000
33,000,000
88,000,000
100,000,000

k3

17
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Quiz 11: Read the following combination of numbers and numerals:
ok
HA
BA
151A
200%
550%
55 0fff
[E1E!
HEwv
H1—u
120FL
1,200H
999H
335FW
~Ta—nm
1,3332—mn
BHILAR
3 0 0Kt
16,00 0A
2,000H
11,000H
12,000H
100,000HM
350,000H

Quiz 12: Answer the questions.

akd
FROTRIZW L 5T,
A—E—KIFVL S5 TS0 TT D,
78— Ml —a TI D,
ZDT ¥ VIFWnL 5 TLRD,
S0l 6 H0EEZE> TWE T,
—HHE LR —1 5 0»TT D,
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