
ung.helter. Gereld, h July 6, 1910. Karlyuhe-
Durla.h, Cermany, d. Ocl. 12. 1982, Bonr,
Germanyr founder of a braDch of human com
muni@lion scie..e with a social science oriotr-
tation enempassing phonelics and computa-

U. sludied malhemalics, philosophy, and mu-
sicology at the UDiversiry ol Heidelberg in
1950/51, communication science under (.
Sleinbuch al the Univeßity of Karlsruhc frcm
l95l to 1955, and, havine obtained a degree in
engineering, wert on to §tudy phonetics änd
human communication sience, mxsiology,
philosophy, and liryuislics at the Urivemily or
Bon.. where, under the supervision of W
r MeyelEppler. h€ finished his detorate iD
1958. ln 1961, he was appoinled profesor of
math€matics and comunicalion rcience at the
Cauca Unive6ity in Popayän. Colombia, and
in 1962 Priwttlo;ent at tbe Univeßity of Bonn,
where he conpleted his äaörlfuarlor in pho-
nerics and human comnunication s.ience at
thc ltstitut Jüt Phonetik und Konmunikatio n
.[ots.h"ns- tn 1967, he b@ame a professor of
phonetics and commuDicalion science at the

same u.iveßity, where he remained üti] his
death. both {s a teacher and director of the
Ißtitut _[üt Koffiüikatio s|ötsthung uhtl Pho-
,?/,lt (as it was qlled afier 1968)-

U. s work ir phonetics besan with inv*tisa-
rions iDto thc m.themarical 'eigenlalue prcb-
lem and its appliütion lo vowel ärticulalior,
lcading to his disrcrtation (1958) and eveülually
to his pionce.ing wo.t' (Kohle. 1983:80) on
the acousdc rheory of vowel articulation
(1962a: Vieregge 1999). As eviden@d by his
work in @nneclion wirh his Hdbilnatian
(1962b. partially published in 1968a). U. viewed
phonetics reflectin8 the iduence of Meyr-
Eppler-as a discipline rooted h the broader
science of hum.r commurication and daling
wilh the extünal cordilions underlying linguis-
tic communicatior. More thaD one third ofhis
writings d€al with phonclic problems (o.9.,
1977a and b, l99l)- His invesiigations inlo the
phonetic aspccts of linguistic commuriation
proeses focused in pärt on the pereption of
acoustic sp*h signals and in pärt on the abil'
ny of machines to recognia speech and possi'
bly speakeß, which ENe rase to the DAWID
sy§em (Device ior ,4ulomatic lrlord /dentifica-
lion by Dilc.ininilion).

U. played a key role in establishing and pro
moting computational linguistics in Ccrm.ny.
According 1o him, computational linguistics
deals with problem-solving systcms and com-
muni@tion prcceses betwen thc human indi-
vidual and the comprlcrizcd system by means
ofslatements formulated in a natural language
Therefore omputational linguislics cin be
characlerized by dialogüe systems (1972:194
95).

Until the eüly 1960s, models from @mmu-
nicalions technotogy and irformalion theory
iducnc.d U.'s thinkin8. He overcame their
limitations by turn;.g lo a lheoretial fmme-
work consisling of a lheory of social action
ard a theory of problems and problem'solving
as a basis for his inrovatory commuoi€lion
theory (1972:9 23).

11 §sms true to lype thal U. wa§ also the
firs1 üniversiry tucher in Germany to ffiticize
N. Chomsky. Instead of modeling langxage by
means of geDera!i!€lranslormarional grafr ma..
he proposed theories of@mmunicative and e!
p.cially sDantic pro€esses (1972j 198?. I). Re'
discovorins K. -, Bühler (1967), U.. in contras!
to adherenls of sysiems linSuislics and speech
act aheories. emphasizod the dominanl rolc of
scmaDlic phenomena in a nalu.al language', üe
'dislinction beteeen commu cative utilization
of linelistic entities as opposed 10 handlirg
them in an extracommünisrive 6änner'. and
the paraphrastic relalio.ship as a lDndamenlal



Urquhl , thon^ l54l

mcchanism oi nalural ldnguages' {t9?2:105).
He proposed a communicalion semantiG'ad-
dresing as its object i.rer acts cngaged in for
the purpose of communicalion belwen human
beings as a supplement and corrrast !o linguis

Du ne the Iast yeaß ofhis life, U. workec
on the histoiical and philosophifrl foundation
of his communicalion lheory He sludied C.
Wolr. J.H. Lamberq B. r Spinoza, c.
+ Frege B. J Rus*ll, F. Nietächq -+ Plalo,
and especially G. \!: J Leib.iz, whose .rArrro
sy bolie (i.e. the semiolic co.dilioN of hu-
man cognition, ä cent.al theme oI the history oI
idea9 he corsidered basio to any thcory oI
hunan communicalion (1990. lI).

U. s more rhan I20 publicrtions deal with
glosemalics and hodem li.guistics. infoma-
tion theory and linguistics, computatioDal lin-
guistics and linguistic däla pr@ssing, logical
prob,ems within linguistics. comu.icälive
and cxtra'communicarive asp€ls of languag.,
arbitrarincs of linguistic signs, paraphrase and
deep slructurc, creatvny in expresing and
understandin8 lingxistic mqning, non-verbal
communication. persuasion, heärins of wil-
neses and commu.icalion. discourk analysis.
communication semaütics! contenr analysis.
theorctical aod präctical poblems in scientific
work. conknsus in commüicatire silualions,
and language änd music {Vieregge 1998).
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