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“Medieval Nominalism and the Literary Questions: Selected Studies”

Richard Utz, with the assistance of Terry Barakat

The process of collecting the titles for the following bibliography was begun during the
late 1980s, when I researched the correspondences between late medieval philosophy and
literature. This work led to the publication of my doctoral dissertation, Literarischer
Nominalismus im Spdtmittelalter (1990), the first two essay collection on the topic,
Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Literature (1995), and
Nominalism and Literature (1997), and a series of essays and reviews.

Like few other topics in the academic study of medieval literature, the search for the
possible parallels between philosophical and literary texts reveals the not always peaceful
coexistence among the three basic approaches to the study of medieval literature and
culture: While hard-core medieval philologists would not accept any claims for a “literary
nominalism” unless direct textual dependence can be demonstrated, scholars in medieval
studies and the comparative study of medieval literature have shown themselves more
accepting of investigations which diagnose a certain nominalistic Zeitgeist, mentality, or
milieu especially in late medieval culture; and scholars preferring presentist/postmodern
approaches have wholeheartedly embraced the opportunity to project their own mindsets
into premodern matter. Within these three general methodological paradigms of
scholarship, the following four areas of concentration can be established:

a) epistemology (specifically the ontological status of universals and particulars and
the consequences for human cognition)

b) the problem of language (specifically its contingency)

¢) poetic structure (specifically its inconclusiveness or indeterminacy)

d) the relationship between the human and the divine (specifically literary parallels
with God’s absolute and ordinate power).

Although I cannot claim to have achieved anything approaching a comprehensive list
of titles, I have little doubt that this compilation offers the largest bibliographic selection
on the topic to date. Thus, it does not offer a grand (bibliographic) narrative, but rather
one investigating subject’s perspective on this fascinatingly interdisciplinary subject of
investigation. The bibliography has four sections: The first one, “Nominalism, Realism,
and Related Philosophical Approaches to Medieval Literature,” presents a solid number
of titles, especially from Chaucer studies, which appears to be the major field in which
nominalist readings of medieval literature have been negotiated; the second one,
“Nominalism and Medieval Culture (excluding literature),” embeds literary nominalism
within the larger framework of philosophical and theological nominalism in the middle
ages; the third section, “Nominalism, Literature, and Literary Theory (excluding
Medieval Literature),” extends the scope of the bibliography to nominalist readings of
postmedieval texts and systems of thought; finally, the fourth section, “Nominalism &
Realism: Miscellaneous Studies,” provides examples displaying the polyphony of
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semantic shadings of nominalism in theology and religion, philosophy, science,
linguistics, logic, multiculturalism, legal studies, and semiotics from Plato through the
present.

I would like to acknowledge the diligent work of my graduate assistant, Ms. Terry
Barakat, who helped me verify numerous titles and establish a uniform bibliography
according to the Chicago Manual of Style.

I. Nominalism, Realism, and Related Philosophical Approaches to Medieval
Literature

o Adams, Robert. “Piers’s Pardon and Langland’s Semi-Pelagianism.” Traditio 39 (1983):
367-418.

o Andretta, Helen Ruth. Chaucer’s “Troilus and Criseyde”: A Poet’s Response to
Ockhamism. New York: Peter Lang, 1997.

e Ashley, Kathleen M. “Divine Power in ‘Chester Cycle’ and Late Medieval Thought.”
Journal of the History of Ideas 39 (1978): 387-404.

e —— “Chester Cycle and Nominalist Thought.” Journal of the History of Ideas 40
(1979): 477.

» Baker, Denise N. “From Plowing to Penitence: ‘Piers Plowman’ and Fourteenth-
Century Theology.” Speculum 55 (1980): 715-25.

o Berthelot, Anne. Review of The Poetics of Authorship in the Later Middle Ages: The
Emergence of the Modern Literary Persona, by Burt Kimmelman. The Medieval
Review (1997): Available from http://www.hti.umich.edu/t/tmr [TMR ID:
97.03.12].

e Boucher, Holly Wallace. “Nominalism: The Difference for Chaucer and Boccacio.”
Chaucer Review 20 (1986): 213-20.

e Boyer, Robert H. “Chaucer and [Thomas] Aquinas.” In Conflict and Community: New
Studies in Thomistic Thought, edited by Michael B. Lukens, 103-24. New York:
Peter Lang, 1992.

o Brewer, Melody Light. “Chaucer’s ‘House of Fame’ as a Menippean Satire on the
Philosophical/Theological Ideas of the Fourteenth Century.” Ph. D. diss.,
Dissertation Abstracts International 59 (1999): 4136A.

e Brown, Peter. Review of Chaucerian Realism, by Robert Myles. Modern Language
Review 92, no.1 (1997): 169-70.

e Burnley, David. Chaucer’s Language and the Philosophers’ Tradition. Lanham, MD:
Rowman & Littlefield, 1979.

o Coleman, Janet. “Piers Plowman” and the Moderni. Rome: Edizioni di storie e
letteratura, 1981.

e Coletti, Theresa. Naming the Rose: Eco, Medieval Signs, and Modern Theory. Ithaca,
NY: Cornell University Press, 1989.

e Courtenay, William J. “The Dialectic of Divine Omnipotence in the Age of Chaucer: A
Reconsideration.” In Nominalism and Literary Discourse: New Perspectives, edited
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by Hugo Keiper, Richard J. Utz, and Christoph Bode, 111-21. Amsterdam and
Atlanta: Rodopi, 1997.

e Cozart, William R. “Chaucer’s ‘Knight’s Tale’: A Philosophical Re-Appraisal of a
Medieval Romance.” In Medieval Epic to the “Epic of Theater” of Brecht, edited
by Rosario P. Amato and John M. Spalek, 25-34. Los Angeles: University of
California Press, 1968.

e Crafton, John Micheal. “‘Paradoxicum Semiotica’: Signs, Comedy, and Mystery in
Fragment VI of the ‘Canterbury Tales’.” In Chaucer’s Humor: Critical Essays,
edited by Jean E. Jost, 163-86. New York and London: Garland, 1994.

o —— “Emptying the Vessel: Chaucer’s Humanist Critique of Nominalism.” In Literary
Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Texts: A New Research Paradigm,
edited by Richard J. Utz, 117-34. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin Mellen Press, 1995.

. Review of Chaucer’s “Troilus and Criseyde”. A Poet’s Response to Ockhamism,
by Helen Ruth Andretta. Prolepsis, 2 February, 1999. [available at
http://www.as.uni-hd.de/prolepsis/index.html]

e Davidson, Clifford. “The Realism of the York Realist and the York Passion.” Speculum
50 (1975): 270-83.

o Davis, Kathleen. Review of Chaucer Translator, by Paul Beekman Taylor. Studies in
the Age of Chaucer 19 (1999): 392-94.

e Delany, Sheila. Chaucer’s “House of Fame”: The Poetics of Skeptical Fideism.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1972. Reprint, Gainesville, FL: University
Press of Florida, 1994.

. “Undoing Substantial Connection: The Late Medieval Attack on Analogical

Thought.” Mosaic 5, no.4 (1972): 33-52.

. “Substructure and Superstructure: The Politics of Allegory in the Fourteenth

Century.” Science and Society 38 (1974): 257-80.

. Medieval Literary Politics: Shapes of Ideology. Manchester: Manchester
University Press, 1990.

e Delasanta, Rodney. “Chaucer and the Problem of the Universal.” Mediaevalia 9 (1983):
145-63.

. “Chaucer and Strode.” Chaucer Review 26 (1991): 205-18.

e —— “Nominalism and Typology in Chaucer.” In Typology and English Medieval
Literature, edited by Hugh T. Keenan, 121-39. New York: AMS Press, 1992.

. “Nominalism and the Wife of Bath.” Providence: Studies in Western Civilization

3 (1996): 285-310.

. “Nominalism and the ‘Clerk’s Tale’ Revisited.” Chaucer Review 31 (1997): 209-

31.

. Review of Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Texts: A
New Research Paradigm, edited by Richard J. Utz. Studies in the Age of Chaucer
19 (1997): 328-32.

e Earl, James W. “Nominalism and Sex.” Hellas 3, no.1 (1991): 80-92.

o Eldredge, Laurence. “Chaucer’s ‘House of Fame’ and ‘The Via Moderna’.”
Neuphilologische Mitteilungen 71 (1970): 105-19.
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. “Poetry and Philosophy in the ‘Parlement of Foules’.” Revue de [’Université
d’Ottawa 40 (1970): 444-59.

o —— “Boethian Epistemology and Chaucer’s ‘Troilus and Criseyde’ in the Light of
Fourteenth-Century Thought.” Mediaevalia 2 (1976): 49-75.

o Erzgriber, Willi. “Langland--Gower--Chaucer.” In Europdisches Spdtmittelalter.
Wiesbaden: Athendum, 1978.

. Review of Literarischer Nominalismus im Spdtmittelalter, by Richard J. Utz.
Literaturwissenschaftliches Jahrbuch der Gérres Gesellschaft 33 (1991): 401-4.

« Fichte, Joerg O. “Man’s Free Will and the Poet’s Choice: The Creation of Artistic
Order in Chaucer’s ‘Knight’s Tale’.” Anglia 93 (1975): 335-60.

e Fisher, John H. “The New Humanism and Geoffrey Chaucer.” Soundings 80 (1997):
23-39.

e Foster, Edward E. Understanding Chaucer’s Intellectual and Interpretive World:
Nominalist Fiction. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin Mellen Press, 1999.

e Frese, Dolores Warwick. An ARS Legendi for Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales:

A Re-Constructive Reading. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1991.

o Fries, Maureen. Review of Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval
Texts: A New Research Paradigm, edited by Richard J. Utz. Arthuriana 7, no. 2
(1997): 147-48.

e Furr, Grover C. “Nominalism in the ‘Nun’s Priest’s Tale’: A Preliminary Study.” In
Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Texts: A New Research
Paradigm, edited by Richard J. Utz, 135-46. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin Mellen Press,
1995.

. Review of Nominalism and Literary Discourse, edited by Hugo Keiper, Richard J.
Utz, and Christoph Bode. The Medieval Review (1999): Available from
http://www.hti.umich.edu/t/tmr [TMR ID: 99.04.03].

e Ganim, John M. Review of The Poetics of Authorship in the Later Middle Ages: The
Emergence of the Modern Literary Persona, by Burt Kimmelman. Speculum 74
(1999): 443-45.

e Gardner, John. The Poetry of Chaucer. Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University
Press, 1977.

e Goodman, Jennifer R. “Nature as Destiny in ‘Troilus and Criseyde’.” Style 31, no.3
(1997): 413-26.

e Goodwin, Amy W. Review of The Poetics of Authorship in the Later Middle Ages: The
Emergence of the Modern Literary Persona, by Burt Kimmelman. Studies in the
Age of Chaucer 20 (1998): 283-88.

e Griffin, Salatha Marie. “Chaucer’s ‘Troilus’ from the Perspective of Ralph Strode’s
‘Consequences’.” Ph.D. diss., University of Nebraska, 1978.

e Grossi, Joseph Luke, Jr. “The Name of the Risus: Nominalism, the Carnivalesque and
the Pursuit of Truths in Chaucer’s ‘The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale’ and ‘The
Clerk’s Tale’.” Master’s thesis, Ohio State University, 1994.

o — . “The Clerk vs. the Wife of Bath: Nominalism, Carnival, and Chaucer’s Last
Laugh.” In Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Texts: A New
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Research Paradigm, edited by Richard J. Utz, 147-78. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin Mellen
Press, 1995.

o Haigney, Christine. “Chaucer’s Epistemological Comedies: ‘The Book of the Duchess’,
‘The House of Fame’, and ‘The Parliament of Fowls’.” Ph.D. diss., University of
Virginia, 1989.

e Harwood, Britton J. “Langland’s ‘Kynde Knowyng’ and the Quest for Christ,” Modern
Philology 80 (1983): 242-55.

o Héraucourt, Will. Die Wertwelt Chaucer’s: Die Wertwelt einer Zeitwende. Heidelberg:
Carl Winter Universitatsverlag, 1939.

o Houswitschka, Christoph. Review of Literarischer Nominalismus im Spdtmittelalter, by
Richard J. Utz. Regensburger Universitdtszeitung 15, no.5 (1990): 34-5.

o Jeffrey, David Lyle. Review of Chaucerian Realism, by Robert Myles. English Studies
in Canada 23,1n0.4 (1997): 480-83.

e Keenan, Hugh T., ed. Typology and English Medieval Literature. New York: AMS
Press, 1992.

o Keiper, Hugo. “‘I wot myself best how y stonde’: Literary Nominalism, Open Textual
Form and the Enfranchizement of Individual Perspective in Chaucer’s Dream
Visions.” In Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Texts: A New
Research Paradigm, edited by Richard J. Utz, 205-34. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin Mellen
Press, 1995.

o —— “A Literary ‘Debate over Universals’? New Perspectives on the Relationships
between Nominalism, Realism, and Literary Discourse.” In Nominalism and
Literary Discourse: New Perspectives, edited by Hugo Keiper, Richard J. Utz, and
Christoph Bode, 1-85. Amsterdam and Atlanta: Rodopi, 1997.

» Keiper, Hugo, Richard J. Utz, and Christophe Bode, eds. Nominalism and Literary
Discourse: New Perspectives. Amsterdam and Atlanta: Rodopi, 1997.

o Kimmelman, Burt. The Poetics of Authorship in the Later Middle Ages: The Emergence
of the Modern Literary Persona. Vol. 21, Studies in the Humanities. New Y ork:
Peter Lang, 1996.

o Kirk, Elizabeth. “Nominalism and the Dynamics of the ‘Clerk’s Tale’: Homo Viator as
Woman.” In Chaucer’s Religious Tales, edited by C. David Benson and Elizabeth
Robertson, 111-20. Cambridge: D. S. Brewer, 1990.

e Klassen, Norman. Review of Chaucer’s “Troilus and Criseyde”. A Poet’s Response to
Ockhamism, by Helen Ruth Andretta. Medium Aevum 68 (1999): 96-103.

o Knapp, Peggy. Chaucer and the Social Contest. New York: Routledge, 1990.

o Knight, Stephen. “Chaucer--A Modern Writer?”” Balcony [The Sydney Review] 2 (1965):
37-43.

e Laird, Edgar S. “Cosmic Law and Literary Character in Chaucer’s ‘Knight’s Tale’.” In
Literary Nominalism and the Theory of Rereading Late Medieval Texts: A New
Research Paradigm, edited by Richard J. Utz, 101-15. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin Mellen
Press, 1995.

e Langer, Ullrich. Divine and Poetic Freedom in the Renaissance: Nominalist Theology
in France and Italy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1990.
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o Lippert, Pamela L. Review of Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval
Texts: A New Research Paradigm, edited by Richard J. Utz. Christianity and
Literature 46, no.1 (1996): 82-85.

e Lynch, Kathryn. Chaucer’s Philosophical Visions. Cambridge: Boydell & Brewer,

2000.

. . ““The Parliament of Fowls’ and Late Medieval Voluntarism [Part [].” Chaucer
Review 25 (1990): 1-16.

e —— “‘The Parliament of Fowls’ and Late Medieval Voluntarism [Part I1].” Chaucer

Review 25 (1990): 85-95.

. “The Logic of the Dream Vision in Chaucer’s ‘House of Fame’.” In Literary
Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Texts: A New Research Paradigm,
edited by Richard J. Utz, 179-203. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin Mellen Press, 1995.

e McCollum-Nickles, Gaye. Review of Nominalism and Literary Discourse: New
Perspectives, edited by Hugo Keiper, Richard J. Utz, and Christoph Bode.
Medievalia et Humanistica 26 (1999): 193-97.

e McNamara, J.F. “Responses to Ockhamist Theology in the Poetry of the Pearl Poet,
Langland, and Chaucer.” Ph.D. diss., Louisiana State University. (Ann Arbor
Microprints, 1968).

o Mertens-Fonck, Paule. “‘The Canterbury Tales’: New Proposals of Interpretation.” Atti
della Accademia Peloritana dei Pericolanti 69 (1993): 5-29.

. “Le nominalisme de Goeffrey Chaucer dans ‘Troilus and Criseyde’.” Le Moyen

Age 101 (1995): 314-18.

. “La querelle des universaux dans le Troilus de Geoffrey Chaucer.” Le Moyen Age

106 (2000): 369-74.

. “Nominalisme et literature: A propos d’un ouvrage récent.” Le Moyen Age 108
(2002): 565-74.

o Metzger, David. “Literature, Philosophy, and The Interdisciplinary Promises of Critical
Theory.” Review of Nominalism and Literary Discourse, edited by Hugo Keiper,
Richard J. Utz, and Christoph Bode. Prolepsis, 19 January, 1999. [available at
http://www.as.uni-hd.de/prolepsis/index.html]

e Minnis, A.J. “Looking for a Sign: The Quest for Nominalism in Chaucer and
Langland.” In Essays on Ricardian Literature: In Honour of J. A. Burrow, edited by
A. J. Minnis, Charlotte C. Morse, and Thorlac Turville-Petre, 142-78. Oxford:
Clarendon, 1997.

e Moore, Roger Emerson. “Nominalistic Perspectives on Chaucer’s ‘Man of Law’s
Tale’.” Master’s thesis, Vanderbilt University, 1991.

. “Nominalistic Perspectives on Chaucer’s ‘The Man of Law’s Tale’.” Comitatus
23 (1993): 80-100.

e Morse, J. Mitchell. “The Philosophy of the Clerk of Oxenford.” Modern Language
Quarterly 53 (1958): 3-20.

o Miiller-Oberhéuser, Gabriele. Review of Literarischer Nominalismus im Spditmittelalter,
by Richard J. Utz. Anglia 111 (1993): 209-12.

e Munson, William F. “Self, Action, and Sign in the Towneley and York Plays on the
Baptism of Christ and in Ockhamist Salvation Theology.” In Nominalism and
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Literary Discourse: New Perspectives, edited by Hugo Keiper, Richard J. Utz, and
Christoph Bode, 191-216. Amsterdam and Atlanta: Rodopi, 1997.

o Myles, Robert. Chaucerian Realism. Woodbridge, Suffolk: D.S. Brewer, 1994.

e Payne, Anne F. Chaucer and Menippean Satire. Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin
Press, 1981.

e Peck, Russell A. “Chaucer and the Nominalist Questions.” Speculum 53 (1978): 745-60.

. Review of Chaucer and Menippean Satire, by Anne F. Payne. Studies in the Age

of Chaucer 5 (1983): 187-92.

. Review of Chaucerian Realism, by Robert Myles. Speculum 71, no.2 (1996):
469-71.

e Penn, Stephen. “Literary Nominalism and Medieval Sign Theory.” In Nominalism and
Literary Discourse: New Perspectives, edited by Hugo Keiper, Richard J. Utz, and
Christoph Bode, 157-89. Amsterdam and Atlanta: Rodopi, 1997.

e Pulsiano, Phillip. “Redeemed Language and the Ending of ‘Troilus and Criseyde’.” In
Sign, Sentence, Discourse: Language in Medieval Thought and Literature, edited
by Julian N. Wasserman, 153-74. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1988.

o Purdon, Liam. “Chaucer’s ‘Lak of Stedfastnesse’: A Revalorization of the Word.” In
Sign, Sentence, Discourse: Language in Medieval Thought and Literature, edited
by Julian N. Wasserman, 144-52. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1988.

o Randall, Michael. “Reversed Analogy in Jean Molinet’s ‘Chappellet des Dames’: Edgar
Laird, Cosmic Law and Literary Character in Chaucer’s ‘Knight’s Tale’.” In
Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Texts: A New Research
Paradigm, edited by Richard J. Utz, 81-100. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin Mellen Press,
1995.

e Ransom, Daniel J. Review of Chaucerian Realism, by Robert Myles. Journal of
English and Germanic Philology 95 (1996): 540-42.

e Read, M.K. “Man against Language: A Linguistic Perspective on the Theme of
Alienation in the ‘Libro de buen amor’.” MLN 96, no.2 (1981): 237-60.

« Reiss, Edmund. “Ambiguous Signs and Autorial Deceptions in Fourteenth-Century
Fictions.” In Sign, Sentence, Discourse: Language in Medieval Thought and
Literature, edited by Julian N. Wasserman, 113-37. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse
University Press, 1988.

e Roney, Lois Yvonne. “Scholastic Philosophies in Chaucer’s ‘Knight’s Tale’.” Ph.D.
diss., University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1978.

e Royse, James R. “Nominalism and Divine Power in the ‘Chester Cycle’.” Journal of
the History of Ideas 40 (1979): 475-6.

e Russell, J. Stephen. “Skelton’s ‘Bowge of Court’: A Nominalist Allegory.”
Renaissance Papers 2 (1980): 1-9.

. The English Dream Vision: Anatomy of a Form. Columbus, OH: Ohio State
University Press, 1988.

e —— “The Universal Soldier: Idealism and Conceptualism in ‘Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight’.” In Literary Nominalism and the Rereading of Late Medieval Texts:
A New Research Paradigm. Edited by Richard J. Utz, 51-80. Lewiston, NJ: Edwin
Mellen P, 1995.
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Texts, edited by Richard J. Utz. Anglia 116 (1998): 537-39.

o Sklute, Larry M. Virtue of Necessity: Inconclusiveness and Narrative Form in
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