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Dr. Yan graduated and earned his B.S. and Ph.D at Wuhan University. He continued to work as a teaching
staff member in College of Life Sciences, Wuhan University until 1998. From 1998 to 2002, he worked
with Prof. Michael E. Lamm as a Research Associate in Department of Pathology, School of Medicine, Case
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio and conducted scientific research on mucosal immune
functions of IgA in relation to virus infections. He returned to Wuhan University in autumn 2002 and
joined in the newly established Modern Virology Research Center, College of Life Sciences, Wuhan
University as an associate professor. In 2006, he moved to the Wuhan Institute of Virology, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, where he was appointed as a Professor and group leader to set up an independent
research lab named Mucosal Immunity Research Group. His lab is a group member of the State Key
Laboratory of Virology in China. In 2020, he joined in the Shanghai Public Health Clinical Center, Fudan
University as a Pl of Mucosal Immunity Research Unit and a professor of Translational Medical Research
Institute.

He has conducted research on the mucosal defense functions of IgA antibody in relation to virus
infections and the intra-epithelial activities of IgA against viral non-surface and non-structure components.
His lab demonstrated that measles virus (MV) non-surface protein such as matrix protein (M), non-
structural protein such as phosphoprotein (P) specific IgA can interact with viral newly synthesized
proteins during IgA transport through the viral infected epithelial cells, and inhibit viral replication
intracellularly. He also extended studies in developing optimized recombinant flagellin as mucosal
adjuvant for designing novel mucosal vaccines.
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