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ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 

Since Dec 12 Chair (W3) for sociology with a focus on macrosociology and 

transnational processes at the University of Duisburg-Essen, 

Institute for Sociology 

Nov 07 – Nov 12 Junior professor for sociology with a focus on macrosociology 

and transnational processes at the University of Duisburg-Essen, 

Institute for Sociology 

Aug. 05-Nov 07 Senior researcher (50%) in the team of Ulrich Beck at the Institute 

for Sociology at Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich. 

Head of (together with Nohl, Schittenhelm and Schmidtke) and 

senior researcher (50%) in the international study group „Cultural 

capital during migration“ funded by the VW Foundation  

Aug. 02 – Jul. 05 Head of research project “Highly skilled migrants. The 

transnationalisation of social inequality” funded by the German 

Research Association (Förderung der eigenen Stelle) at the 

University of the Federal Armed Forces, Munich. 

Oct. 99 – Jul. 02 Post-doctoral researcher in the project „Pioneers of mobility” in 

the Collaborative Research Center SFB „Reflexive moderniza-

tion“ at the University of the Federal Armed Forces, Munich. 

Aug. 99 – Oct. 99 Visiting scholar at the Institute for Conflict Analysis and 

Resolution of George-Mason-University, Fairfax, VA (U.S.A.).  

May 94 – Dec. 98 Junior researcher at the Berghof Research Center for 

Constructive Conflict Management, Berlin. 

 

EDUCATIONAL HISTORY 

2018 Habilitation in sociology (University of the Federal Armed Forces, 

Munich) 

2001 Doctorate in sociology (Klaus Eder, Humboldt-University Berlin) 

1993 Diploma in psychology (Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich) 

1987 Abitur [A-levels]. 

1984 – 85 Exchange student in Dublin, OH (U.S.A.). High school diploma. 

 

Professional Activities (selected) 

 

Since 2011 Editor of the review journal „Soziologische Revue“ 

Oct. 06 – April 17 Board member of the section “Social inequality and analysis of 

social structure” of the German Sociological Association. 

 

Grants (selected) 

German Research 

Association (DFG) 

€ 346,000 with Tao Liu for "Glocalization of professional 

knowledge in the medical field" 2018-2021 

German Federal 

Ministry of Education 

and Research 

€ 853,000 Collaborative Research “Migration and Police – 

Impact of migration on the organization and diversity of the 

German police force” in the program “migration and social 

change” 

German Academic 

Exchange Service 

(DAAD) 

€ 50,000 for one academic year 2014/15 and € 140,000 for two 

academic years 2014-17 for the establishment of the Bachelor 

Plus “Global and Transnational Sociology” at the University of 

Duisburg-Essen 

Volkswagen 

Foundation 

€ 650,000 together with Arnd-Michael Nohl, Karin Schittenhelm 

and Oliver Schmidtke from 8/2005 to 7/2008 for the international 

study group “Cultural capital during migration. Towards the 

relevance of education titles and residence permits for the 

status passage into the labour market.” 
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German Research 

Association (DFG) 

1 senior researcher, 1 student assistant and € 31,600 from 7/2002 

to 7/2005 for the research project “Highly skilled migrants. The 

transnationalisation of social inequality” 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books 

Weiß, Anja (2017): Soziologie Globaler Ungleichheiten. [Sociology of Global Inequalities] 

Berlin. Suhrkamp. 

 

Nohl, Arnd-Michael, Karin Schittenhelm, Oliver Schmidtke and Anja Weiß (Nov 2014): Work in 

Transition. Cultural Capital and Highly Skilled Migrants' Passages into the Labour Market. 

Toronto: Toronto University Press. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2013): Rassismus wider Willen. Ein anderer Blick auf eine Struktur sozialer 

Ungleichheit (2nd ed.). [Racism without racist intentions. An alternative perspective on a 

structure of social inequality]. Wiesbaden: VS Verlag. 

 

Weiß, Anja (1996): Lieber Biegen als Brechen. Zwischen Anspruch und Anpassung im Beruf. 

[Rather bend than break. Political self-identity of professionals vs. adaptation to the 

organization] Frankfurt/M.: Campus Verlag. 

 

 

Editions 

 
Quack, Sigrid, Schulz-Schaeffer, Ingo, Shire, Karen and Anja Weiß (eds.) (2018): 

Transnationalisierung der Arbeit [Transnationalization of Work]. Wiesbaden: Springer VS. 

 

Reckwitz, Andreas and Anja Weiß (eds.)(2011) „Wiederkehr der Klassengesellschaft?“ [The 

return of the class society?] Special Issue Berliner Journal für Soziologie. 

 

Nohl, Arnd-Michael, Schittenhelm, Karin, Schmidtke, Oliver and Anja Weiß (eds.)(2010): 

Kulturelles Kapital in der Migration: Hochqualifizierte Einwanderer und Einwanderinnen auf 

dem Arbeitsmarkt [Cultural Capital during migration: Highly skilled migrants in the labour 

market]. Wiesbaden: VS Verlag. 

Translation to Turkish: Göç ve Kültürel Sermaye. Türkiye, Almanya, Kanada ve Büyük 

Britanya’da Yüksek Vasıflı Göçmenler (2011) Istanbul: Kitapyayinlari 

 

Berger, Peter and Anja Weiß (eds.)(2008): Transnationalisierung Sozialer Ungleichheit 

[Transnationalization of social inequality]. Wiesbaden: VS. 

 

Weiß, Anja, Cornelia Koppetsch, Oliver Schmidtke & Albert Scharenberg (eds.)(2001): Klasse 

und Klassifikation. Die symbolische Dimension sozialer Ungleichheit [Class and classification. 

The symbolic dimension of social inequality.]. Opladen: Westdeutscher Verlag. 

 
Castro Varela, María del Mar, Schulze, Sylvia Vogelmann, Silvia and Anja Weiß (eds.) (1998) 

Suchbewegungen. Interkulturelle Beratung und Therapie [A practitioner's handbook on 

intercultural counseling and therapy]. Tübingen: Dgvt-Verlag. 

 

Journal Articles 
Weiß, Anja, 2018: Tornar-se refugiado: uma abordagem de trajetória de vida para a 

migração sob coação. Sociologias 20: 110-141. DOI: 10.1590/15174522-02004904 

English version: Becoming a refugee. A life-course approach to migration under duress 

http://www.scielo.br/pdf/soc/v20n49/1807-0337-soc-20-49-24.pdf 
 

Weiß, Anja and Ariana Kellmer (2018) "Soziale Aufstiege durch Migration. Lassen sich 

Globale Ungleichheiten durch fallvergleichende qualitative Forschung rekonstruieren?" 
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[Upward social mobility through migration. Can global inequqlities be reconstructed from 

qualitative case comparison?] Zeitschrift für Qualitative Bildungsforschung 19 (1+2), 97-112. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2018). "Globale Ungleichheiten und das Schließen und Öffnen nationaler 

Grenzen." [Global inequalities and the opening and closure of national borders] WSI-

Mitteilungen 71 (5) 392-400. Doi: 10.5771 /0342-300X-2018-5-392 

 

Weiß, Anja (2016). "Understanding physicians‘ professional knowledge and practice in 

research on skilled migration." In: Ethnicity & Health 21(4) 397-409, Doi: 

10.1080/13557858.2015.1061100. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2013). "Der Beitrag intersektionaler Analysen zur Gesellschaftstheorie." [The 

contribution of intersectional analyses to theories of society] Erwägen Wissen Ethik 24(3) 464-

466. 

 

Weiß, Anja and Arnd-Michael Nohl (2012). "Fälle und Kontexte im Mehrebenenvergleich. Ein 

Vorschlag zur Überwindung des methodologischen Nationalismus in der Migrationsfor-

schung." [Cases and contexts in multi-level comparison. Overcoming methodological 

nationalism in migration research] Zeitschrift für Qualitative Forschung 13(1-2) 55-75. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2010): Vergleiche jenseits des Nationalstaats. Methodologischer Kosmopolitismus 

in der soziologischen Forschung über hochqualifizierte Migration [Comparison beyond the 

nation state. Methodological cosmopolitanism in sociological research on highly skilled 

migration]. In: Soziale Welt 61(3/4) 295-311 

 

Weiß, Anja (2006) Comparative research on highly skilled migrants. (In what way) Can 

qualitative interviews be used in order to reconstruct a class position? Forum Qualitative 

Research 7, (3), Art. 2. Special Issue on Qualitative Methods in Research on Migration. 

http://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqs/article/view/136/297 

 

Nohl, Arnd-Michael, Schittenhelm, Karin, Schmidtke, Oliver and Anja Weiß (2006) Cultural 

capital during migration—a multi-level approach for the empirical analysis of the labor 

market integration of highly skilled migrants. In: Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung 7, (3), Art. 

14. Special Issue on Qualitative Methods in Research on Migration. http://www.qualitative-

research.net/fqs-texte/3-06/06-3-14-e.htm 

 

Diefenbach, Heike and Anja Weiß (2006): Zur Problematik der Messung von 

„Migrationshintergrund. [The difficulty of measuring ‘migration background’ in public 

statistics]. In: Münchner Statistik (3) 1-14 

 

Weiß, Anja (2005): The transnationalization of social inequality. Conceptualizing social 

positions on a world scale. In: Current Sociology 53(4) 707-728. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2002): 2002: Raumrelationen als zentraler Aspekt weltweiter Ungleichheiten 

[Spatial relations as a central aspect of global inequalitities]. In: Mittelweg 36 Vol. 11, (2) 76-

91. 

Reprint in: Heinz Bude and Andreas Willisch (eds.) (2008). Exklusion. Die Debatte über die 

„Überflüssigen“. Frankfurt/M.: Suhrkamp, S. 225-245. 

2. Reprint in: Ulrich Beck and Angelika Poferl (eds.) (2010). Große Armut, großer Reichtum. 

Zur Transnationalisierung Sozialer Ungleichheit. Frankfurt/M.: Suhrkamp, S. 366-388. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2001). "Was macht interkulturelle Konflikte aus? Kulturelle Differenzen, ethnische 

Identitäten und die Frage der Macht." [What is specific in intercultural conflict? Cultural 

difference, ethnic identity and the question of power] Journal für Konflikt- und 

Gewaltforschung 3(2) 87-110. 

Reprint in: Dominic Busch and Hartmut Schröder (eds.) (2005). Perspektiven interkultureller 

Mediation. Kommunikationswissenschaftliche Grundlagen triadischer Verständigung. 

(Studien zur interkulturellen Mediation Bd. 2). Frankfurt/Main et al.: Peter Lang, S. 201-222. 
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Weiß, Anja (1999): Identitätspolitik ohne ‚passende‘ Identität? Zum Paradox eines weissen 

deutschen Antirassismus. [“Identity politics without 'suitable' identity? The paradox of a white 

German anti-racism] In: Psychologie & Gesellschaftskritik 23, (3) 28-46. 

 

Weiß, Anja (1997) Insider NGOs as a key to developing peace constituencies in the New 

Eastern Democracies. In: Peace and Security XXIX, (March) pp. 37-45. 

 

Weiß, Anja (1997) Insider Strengths. In: New Routes. A Journal of Peace Research and Action 

2, (4) pp. 17-20. 

 

Book Chapters (since 2010) 
Weiß, Anja und Ilana Nussbaum Bitran (2019). "Migration, Sozialstruktur und Ungleichheit in 

Deutschland und Europa " [Migration, social structure and inequality in Germany and 

Europe“ In: Antje Röder and Dariuš  Zifonun (Hg.). Handbuch Migrationssoziologie. 

Wiesbaden: Springer VS, DOI: 10.1007/978-3-658-20773-1_4-1 

 

Quack, Sigrid, Schulz-Schaeffer, Ingo, Shire, Karen and Anja Weiß (2018). "Transnationalisie-

rung der Arbeit. Eine multiperspektivische Analyse." [Transnationalization of Work. Multiple 

Perspectives] In: Quack, Sigrid, Schulz-Schaeffer, Ingo, Shire, Karen and Anja Weiß (eds.) 

(2018): Transnationalisierung der Arbeit [Transnationalization of Work]. Wiesbaden: Springer 

VS, pp. 1-25 

 

Weiß, Anja (2018). "Wodurch wird professionelles Wissen transnational anschlussfähig?" [How 

can professional knowledge connect transnationally?] In: Quack, Sigrid, Schulz-Schaeffer, 

Ingo, Shire, Karen and Anja Weiß (eds.: Transnationalisierung der Arbeit [Transnationalization 

of Work]. Wiesbaden: Springer VS, pp. 129-151 

 

Weiß, Anja (2018). "Contextualizing global inequalities. A sociological approach." In: 

Korzeniewicz, Roberto Patricio/ Wallerstein, Immanuel (eds.). The World-System as Unit of 

Analysis: Past Contributions and Future Advances. New York: Routledge, pp. 75-85. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2018). "Inequality and migration." In: Antonelli, Gilberto and Boike Rehbein 

(eds.). Inequality in Economics and Society. New Perspectives [Routledge Studies in 

Development Economics 138]. Abingdon, New York: Routledge, pp. 122-130. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2016). "Globale Ungleichheiten und die Soziologie." [Global Inequalities and the 

perspective of sociology] In: Bude, H/ Staab, P (ed.). Kapitalismus und Ungleichheit. Die 

neuen Verwerfungen. Frankfurt/M.; New York: Campus, pp. 95-114. 

 

Weiß, A (2015). "Wie nah ist das Ferne? Gerechtigkeit in Zeiten der Globalisierung." [How 

close are we with distant people? Justice in times of globalization] In: Mau, Steffen and 

Nadine Schöneck-Voß (eds.). (Un-)Gerechte (Un-)Gleichheiten. Berlin: Suhrkamp, pp. 167-

174. 

 

Ofner, Ulrike Selma and Anja Weiß (2015). "Umworben und diskriminiert – zwei Seiten einer 

Medaille?" [Woed and discriminated – two sides of one coin?]“ In: Marschke, B/ Brinkmann, 

HU (ed.). „Ich habe nichts gegen Ausländer, aber...“ Alltagsrassismus in Deutschland. 

Münster: LIT, pp. 203-228. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2014): Wie erkennen sich Gleiche in der Welt? Milieutheorie unter den 

Bedingungen von Globalisierung In: Peter Isenböck, Linda Nell, und Joachim Renn (Hg.). Die 

Form des Milieus. Zum Verhältnis von gesellschaftlicher Differenzierung und Formen der 

Vergemeinschaftung [1. Sonderband der Zeitschrift für Theoretische Soziologie]. Weinheim: 

Beltz, Juventa. pp. 339-356 

 

Weiß, A (2013). "Migranten." In: Mau, S/ Schöneck-Voß, N (ed.). Handwörterbuch zur 

Gesellschaft Deutschlands. Wiesbaden: Springer VS, pp. 580-592. 
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Weiß, Anja (2012). "The future of global inequality." In: Heinlein, Michael, et al. (ed.). Futures 

of Modernity. Challenges for Cosmopolitical Thought and Practice. Bielefeld: transcript, pp. 

141-154. 

 

Weiß, Anja and Arnd-Michael Nohl (2012). "Overcoming methodological nationalism in 

migration studies. Cases and contexts in multi-level comparisons." In: Amelina, Anna, et al. 

(ed.). Beyond methodological nationalism: research methodologies for cross-border studies. 

London, pp. 65-87. 

 

Weiß, Anja und Samuel N. A. Mensah (2011). "Access of highly-skilled migrants to 

transnational labor markets: Is class formation transcending national divides?" In: Boike 

Rehbein (Hg.). Globalization and Inequality in Emerging Societies. Houndmills, Basingstoke: 

Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 211-234. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2010). "Racist symbolic capital. A Bourdieuian approach to the analysis of 

racism." In: Hund, Wulf D., Krikler, Jeremy and David Roediger (eds.). Wages of whiteness & 

racist symbolic capital. Münster, pp. 37-56. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2010) Die Erfahrung rechtlicher Exklusion. Hochqualifizierte MigrantInnen und das 

Ausländerrecht. [The experience of legal exclusion. Highly skilled migrants and migration 

law] In: Arnd-Michael Nohl, Karin Schittenhelm, Oliver Schmidtke and Anja Weiß (eds.) Nohl, 

Arnd-Michael, Schittenhelm, Karin, Schmidtke, Oliver and Anja Weiß (eds.)(2010): Kulturelles 

Kapital in der Migration: Hochqualifizierte Einwanderer und Einwanderinnen auf dem 

Arbeitsmarkt [Cultural Capital during migration: Highly skilled migrants in the labour market]. 

Wiesbaden: VS Verlag. S. 123-137.  

Translation to Turkish: Hukuki Dışlanma Deneyimi: Yüksek Vasıflı Göçmenler ve Yabancılar 

Hukuku In: Nohl/Schittenhelm/Schmidtke/Weiß (2011)  Göç ve Kültürel Sermaye. Türkiye, 

Almanya, Kanada ve Büyük Britanya’da Yüksek Vasıflı Göçmenler (2011) Istanbul: 

Kitapyayinlari, pp. 173-195    

 

Weiß, Anja, Ofner, Ulrike Selma and Barbara Pusch (2010): Migrationsbezogene 

biographische Orientierungen und ihre ausländerrechtliche Institutionalisierung 

[Biographical orientations toward migration and their institutionalization by migration law] In: 

Arnd-Michael Nohl, Karin Schittenhelm, Oliver Schmidtke, Anja Weiß (eds.) Kulturelles Kapital 

in der Migration: Hochqualifizierte Einwanderer und Einwanderinnen auf dem Arbeitsmarkt. 

Wiesbaden: VS Verlag, S. 197-210. 

Translation to Turkish Göç Sürecine Dayalı Biyografik Yönelimlerin Yabancılar Hukuku 

Uyarınca Kurumsallaştırılması In: Nohl/Schittenhelm/Schmidtke/Weiß (2011)  Göç ve Kültürel 

Sermaye. Türkiye, Almanya, Kanada ve Büyük Britanya’da Yüksek Vasıflı Göçmenler (2011) 

Istanbul: Kitapyayinlari, pp. 279-299. 

 

Nohl, Arnd-Michael, Schittenhelm, Karin, Schmidtke, Oliver and Anja Weiß (2010) Zur 

Einführung: Migration, kulturelles Kapital und Statuspassagen in den Arbeitsmarkt 

[Introduction: migration, cultural capital and status passages into the labor market] In: Arnd-

Michael Nohl, Karin Schittenhelm, Oliver Schmidtke, Anja Weiß (eds.) Kulturelles Kapital in 

der Migration: Hochqualifizierte Einwanderer und Einwanderinnen auf dem Arbeitsmarkt. 

Wiesbaden: VS Verlag, S. 9-35. 

Translation to Turkish: Önsöz: Göç, Kültürel Sermaye ve İşgücü Piyasasına Statü Geçişleri In: 

Nohl/Schittenhelm/Schmidtke/Weiß (2011)  Göç ve Kültürel Sermaye. Türkiye, Almanya, 

Kanada ve Büyük Britanya’da Yüksek Vasıflı Göçmenler (2011) Istanbul: Kitapyayinlari, pp. 

11-50. 

 

Reviews (selection) 
Weiß, Anja (2018) "Theories of Society and Cross-Border Sociology" Report on the 

Conference "Globalisation – Transnationalisation – Society: An Interdisciplinary Dialogue 

between Theories of Society and Cross-Border Studies" at the Center for Interdisciplinary 

Research, Bielefeld University on 15–16 February 2018 in Soziopolis 3.5.2018 [ 

https://soziopolis.de/vernetzen/veranstaltungsberichte/artikel/theories-of-society-and-cross-

border-sociology/ https://soziopolis.de/vernetzen/veranstaltungsberichte/artikel/theories-of-

society-and-cross-border-sociology/ 

https://soziopolis.de/vernetzen/veranstaltungsberichte/artikel/theories-of-society-and-cross-border-sociology/
https://soziopolis.de/vernetzen/veranstaltungsberichte/artikel/theories-of-society-and-cross-border-sociology/
https://soziopolis.de/vernetzen/veranstaltungsberichte/artikel/theories-of-society-and-cross-border-sociology/
https://soziopolis.de/vernetzen/veranstaltungsberichte/artikel/theories-of-society-and-cross-border-sociology/
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Weiß, Anja (2017). "Sociological Theories of Global Inequalities: Review of Manuela Boatca: 

Global Inequalities Beyond Occidentalism, Sylvia Walby: Globalization and Inequalities, and 

Sylvia Walby: Crisis." Sociology 51(6) 1318-1324. Doi: 10.1177/0038038517712949 

 

Weiß, Anja (2016). "Diskussionsbeitrag zu Uwe Schimank: Grundriss einer integrativen Theorie 

der modernen Gesellschaft." [Discussion of Uwe Schimank’s „Scetch of an integrative theory 

of modern society“] Zeitschrift für Theoretische Soziologie 5(1) 60-65. 

 

Weiß, Anja (2011) „Heike Solga/Justin Powell/Peter A. Berger (eds.) Soziale Ungleichheit, 

Klassische Texte zur Sozialstrukturanalyse.“ In Soziologische Revue 1. S. 83-86 

  


