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Immigrant integration in different spheres and sectors is debated extensively in migration 

scholarship. While the multidimensional character of arrival and integration is acknowledged widely, the 

research concentrates mostly on the labor market and education fields. Without rejecting the 

importance of these two, the focus of this Ph.D. is on the cultural aspect, with the intention of 

elaborating on the multidimensionality of integration. Art lies at the heart of this dissertation due to its 

ability to connect people and to provide room for intercultural dialogue in a creative way. Artistic and 

cultural activities provide a participatory free space for expression through non-verbal communication in 

arrival contexts that operates as a connecting factor. Therefore, the core of this project is narrowed 

down on integration opportunities in the field of art, and how these are received, demanded and 

operationalized by diverse immigrant youth. By reconstructing the relations among the institutions, their 

cultural offerings and the immigrant youth, the goal is to analyze the potentially different integration 

practices of these youth who have diverse resources with regard to their cultural and symbolic capital 

and distinct migration trajectories.  

The research takes place in Ruhr Valley, an old industrial area where it´s background provides a 

possibility to understand the opportunity structures of the place and the impact of the immigration 

history. Through approaching integration as an on-going process, this study aims at illustrating the 

multifaceted character of integration. In order to do this, documentary method will be applied to analyze 

the interviews with youth and these will be triangulated with expert interviews. The overall aim is to shift 

the dialogue towards a migrant-centered one without disregarding the context they are positioned in, 

thus to investigate the differences in reception by the distinct immigrant youth and its outcomes. 

 


