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The University of Duisburg-Essen is located in 
the heart of the most active university land-
scape in Europe, called “Germany’s Academic 
Triangle”. Our neighbours include the Univer-
sity of Düsseldorf (35,000 students), thirty kil-
ometres to the south, and the Ruhr University 
Bochum (42,000 students) and Technical Uni-
versity of Dortmund (over 32,000 students) 
ten and thirty kilometres to the east, respec-
tively. Roughly 40,000 students are currently 
registered in Duisburg-Essen, served by a 
team of more than 5,800 academic and non-
academic staff. Duisburg-Essen is simultane-
ously the largest university in the area and 
the newest, having been founded in 2003 
by the merger of the universities in Duisburg 
and Essen, which had originally been two in-
dependent universities. 

This merger creates a unique opportunity for 
us. First, there is the broad spectrum of disci-
plines in research and teaching now available 
in our eleven faculties. This spans the well-es-
tablished faculties of humanities (sometimes 
called the ‘mind sciences’), social sciences 
and business faculties, to the prestigious 
engineering sciences, natural science facul-

ties and the Medical School. Then, there is 
our unique feature of having two campuses, 
one campus in the city of Duisburg and the 
other campus in the city of Essen. The social 
sciences, natural sciences and engineering 
sciences are concentrated in our Duisburg 
campus, whereas humanities, life sciences 
and medicine are concentrated in our Essen 
campus. The faculties of mathematics and 
business are located on both campuses. 

What are we known for? Across both cam-
puses we have four research strongholds: 1) 
Nanoscience, 2)  Biomedical sciences, 3) The 
future of urban systems, and 4) Transfor-
mation of contemporary societies. In each 
of these areas - and in the many cross-over 
points among them - our faculties are becom-
ing known as emerging leaders. For example, 
the medical faculty has assumed a central 
position in cardiovascular disease research 
and treatment, oncology and transplant 
medicine. The close cooperation between 
medicine and biology, physics, chemistry 
and engineering in biotechnology, especially 
in the development of human bio-materials, 
such as bone replacements or artificial tissue, 

Welcome to the University of Duisburg-Essen
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has been a wide-ranging cross-disciplinary 
success.

To learn more about the other research pro-
jects and strongholds at the University of 
Duisburg-Essen take a look at

https://www.uni-due.de/en/research.php. 
Additional information about the University’s 
academic profile is located at 

https://www.uni-due.de/en/research_profile.php.

The Ruhr Area—the 
University’s surroundings
When you step foot in the Ruhr Area you are 
walking on soil that is rich with coal, stories, 
characters, and history – miners and nuns, 
soccer and beer, working-class intellect and 
down-to-earth humour. The area is woven 
together by the River Ruhr, which threads 
its way through Dortmund and Bochum to-
wards Essen (roughly 580,000) and Duisburg 
(population of about 500,000 people). With 

5.3 million people in total, the Ruhr Area is 
the third-largest megalopolis all of Europe – 
behind London and Paris.

Nowadays the flair of the area is strongly 
influenced by the variety of national and in-
ternational students and scholars – it is the 
most active academic spot in Europe, called 
the “Germany’s Academic Traingle”, as the 
Ruhr area is the most densely populated 
landscape of institutions of higher learning in 
Europe, with over 170,000 students living and 
working together.
But the area has long been known for its in-
novative spirit and interesting mix of peo-
ple. For over two hundred years the Ruhr 
Area was the heart of German coal and steel 
manufacturing. The workers who once pow-
ered the area flowed in from all over Europe, 
looking for jobs, and with such a mixture of 
cultures, they learned that working well to-
gether meant needing to depend and rely on 
one another. As a result, people from the re-
gion are known for being open and tolerant, 
character traits proudly expressed in their 

https://www.uni-due.de/en/research.php
https://www.uni-due.de/en/research_profile.php
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interesting dialect, direct way of talking, and 
special type of humour. 

In the mid-1900s the story of the Ruhr area 
took a twist. The coal and steel industry be-
gan to decline and people in the Ruhr area 
were faced with the question of what to do 
with all the old factories and steel mills dot-
ting the landscape. Instead of tearing the 
structures down they decided to do some-
thing different: they gave them a new pur-
pose. Now, you can go rock climbing on the 
side of an old factory, watch a concert in an 
old board room, listen to a symphony or go 
to an art exhibit in a coal mine. Take a look 
at what visiting students named as their top 
tourist visiting sites: 

http://www.ruhr-tourismus.de/en.html

In fact, the region offers many cultural activi-
ties: more than 200 museums, as well as thea-
tres, popular and classical musical events, op-
era, world-class ballet, art exhibitions, a rich 
café and pub nightlife, movie theatres, me-
morials to the culture of industry, bike tours, 
lakes, nature parks, and, of course, its sports 
teams, including internationally competitive 
football clubs. 

Due to its cultural attractions, unique outlook, 
and the variety of the urban culture the EU 
did choose the Ruhr Area (featuring the city 
of Essen) as the “European Capital of Culture 
2010”. Essen has also been “ European Green  
captial“ in 2017.

The Ruhr area is not only known for its cul-
ture, but also its connection to industry, with 
10 of Germany’s largest businesses head-
quartered in the city of Essen. At the Univer-
sity of Duisburg-Essen our research centres 
are often closely connected to subsidiary de-
velopments and technology parks in various 
branches of commerce. 

http://www.ruhr-tourismus.de/en.html
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Living accommodations
It is wise to begin looking for a place to stay 
in Germany as early as possible.

Accommodation in Essen/Duisburg

General information on housing offered 
by the University of Duisburg-Essen can be 
found following these links:

Welcome service UDE for international guests 
(accommodation):
https://www.uni-due.de/welcome-service/en/
vde_living.php
http://studentenwerk.essen-duisburg.de/en/ac-
commodation/

For an overview of student accommodation, 
renting conditions and application proce-
dure visit 

http://studentenwerk.essen-duisburg.de/en/ac-
commodation/student-residences/.

The Student Services Office (Studentenwerk) 
offers more the 2500 places in 17 halls of resi-
dence located in Essen. The rooms differ in 
furnishing and room structure (from single 
apartments with a kitchen and bathroom, to 
shared apartment for two to six people, from 
family homes to single rooms with a washba-
sin, shared shower and kitchen). The rental 
prices vary accordingly.

Renting private flats is facilitated by con-
sulting ads in local advertisers (e.g., Stad-
tanzeiger) that are delivered free of charge 
to every household in the city. The Wednes-
day and (especially) the Saturday editions of 
the regional daily newspapers WAZ (West-
deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung) and NRZ 
(Neue Ruhr Zeitung/Neue Rhein Zeitung) are 
full of ads for flats and rooms to rent.

In Duisburg and Essen housing companies 
offer flats in different parts of the cities. The 
flat market (chiefly the commercial market for 
flats) for the University can be found at:

http://forum.uni-due.de/viewforum.php?f=96.
If you are would like to rent a privately owned 
room or flat from the present tenant via a 
sublease look at:

http://www.zwischenmiete.de
Very often in such rental agreements, a one-
time deposit equivalent to two months’ rent 
is required; this deposit will be refunded 
when the flat is vacated in good condition.

Contacts

Vanessa Poscher

Phone:  
+49(0)160-97237912 (Monday & Tuesday)
+49 (0)201-8 20 10 - 27 (Wednesday)
Email: poscher@stw.essen-duisburg.de 

https://www.uni-due.de/welcome-service/en/vde_living.php
http://studentenwerk.essen-duisburg.de/en/accommodation/
http://studentenwerk.essen-duisburg.de/en/accommodation/
http://studentenwerk.essen-duisburg.de/en/accommodation/student-residences/
http://studentenwerk.essen-duisburg.de/en/accommodation/student-residences/
http://forum.uni-due.de/viewforum.php?f=96
http://www.zwischenmiete.de/
mailto:poscher%40stw.essen-duisburg.de?subject=
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Health insurance 
In Germany, health insurance for visiting 
scholars and accompanying family mem-
bers is compulsory. The insurance must cover 
medical treatment of acute illnesses and acci-
dents in Germany. As early as possible before 
departure for Germany (especially for citizens 
of a non-EU or non-EEA country), it is neces-
sary to make inquires and arrange for health 
insurance so that you will have adequate 
health insurance coverage right from the be-
ginning.

Check list of essential documents 
The following documents will be necessary 
for residents registration and enrollment at 
the University of Duisburg-Essen. This docu-
mentation must be presented in German 
or English translation, along with either the 
original or a properly notarised copy for en-
rollment. You must also have available: 

• birth certificate

• valid passport

• 4 photographs (at least two of which must 
 be facial passport photos in the format of 
 35 x 45 mm)

• proof of a university degree (BSc/MSc 
 degree, Ph.D., M.D., etc.)

• letter of reference

• recommendation from emrance

• proof of health insurance

• where applicable: pts from a family register 
 or other proof of parentage marriage  
 certificate and excer

• birth certificates of children

• proof of severe disability

Person Responsible for:
Prof. Dr. Daniel Hering 
Room: S05 T03 B35 
Email: daniel.hering@uni-due.de 
Phone: +49 201 183 3084

Curriculum,  
Examination regulations

Heike Todenhöfer 
Room: S03 S00 A37 
Email: heike.todenhoefer@uni-due.de 
Phone: +49 201 183 3532

Application, scholarships and  
all the „administration stuff“

Dr. Christian Feld 
Room: S05 T03 B21 
Email: christian.feld@uni-due.de 
Phone: +49 201 183 4390

Fieldtrips

Nadine Ruchter 
Room: S05 R03 H07 
Email: nadine.ruchter@uni-due.de 
Phone: +49 201 183 3103

Internship and student advise

Contacts at the University of Duisburg-Essen
In the Faculty of Biology

Contact persons at the faculty of Biology, which are happy to help you during your studies at 
the University of Duisburg-Essen.

daniel.hering
uni-due.de
heike.todenhoefer
uni-due.de
christian.feld
uni-due.de
nadine.ruchter
uni-due.de
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Enrollment
Enrollment will take place at the Welcome 
Day for new TWM students which usually is 
in March at the University of Duisburg-Essen. 

Required documents for enrollment

• Graduation diploma (original or certified 
copy thereof)

• Bachelor diploma (original or certified copy 
thereof)

• Certification from the Radboud University 
about the 1st term TWM studies (only  
students who started in winter term)

• Passport

• Passport photograph

• Completed form “Application for Registra-
tion” (Antrag auf Einschreibung) 
(you will get this on your Welcome Day)

• Proof of healthcare insurance in line with 
the statutory regulations on student health-
care insurance: please contact your health 
insurance provider in any case to obtain 
proof of your coverage. If you are privately 
insured, please contact the last statutory 
health insurance company with which you 
were insured to obtain a certificate of ex-
emption from compulsory insurance with 
a statutory health insurance scheme. If you 
have never been insured with a statutory 
health insurance company, please contact 

the AOK insurance company (https://www.
aok.de), which will then provide you with a 
certificate of exemption. The university of 
Duisburg-Essen does not require any certifi-
cate from your private insurance provider

• or European health insurance card  
(EU citiziens)

• or „Bescheinigung der deutschen Krank-
enkasse über Versicherung/ 
Familienversicherung“ (Germans only)

• Certificate of de-enrollment if you were 
enrolled at another university in Germany. 
This certificate must state the period of en-
rolment and it is required even if you have 
already completed a course of study and/
or the de-enrollment took place quite some 
time ago

You cannot register unless your documents 
are complete. It is not possible to submit doc-
uments at a later time.

Please do not pay your social or tuition fee 
prior to registration. You will be informed of 
the payment modalities at the time of regis-
tration.

If you will not be able to participate in the 
Welcome Day, please contact Mrs. Heike 
Todenhöfer (heike.todenhoefer@uni-due.de) 
before starting the registration process.

https://www.aok.de
https://www.aok.de
heike.todenhoefer
uni-due.de
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EU Nationals Non–EU Nationals
Registration requirement: in-
person registration at the Office 
of Residents’ Registration (Ein-
wohnermeldeamt) within seven 
days after arrival

Essen: at the Bürgeramt By appointment 
Essen: direct

In some cases application for 
residence and work permits Not necessary Ausländerbehörde

(Duisburg, Essen) 

Health Insurance EHIC Card Private or statutory health 
insurance

Enrollment into the University (during the Welcome Day)
Setting up of a bank account (“Girokonto”)

Check list of red tape
Unfortunately, at the beginning of your stay, 
you must take care of a number of bureau-
cratic procedures (commonly called ‘red 
tape’ in English).

When problems arise, you can always seek 
help from the University’s International Of-
fices and the study advisors.
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Office of residents’ registration 
for EU citizens

Registration Requirement

If you are an EU citizen, i.e. you hold a pass-
port issued by a EU Member State, you are 
not required to register with the Foreigners’ 
Registration Office, but rather—just like Ger-
man citizens—with the local Office of Resi-
dents’ Registration (Einwohnermeldeamt) or 
Citizens’ Office (Bürgeramt), also Local Au-
thority (Bezirksamt) within one week at your 
new place of residence; an exception is the 
city of Mülheim, where you should register 
centrally with the Foreigners’ Registration Of-
fice. For Essen, make sure which local author-
ity is responsible for your place of residence.

Foreigners’ Registration Office (for 
non-EU and non-EEA citizens)

After your entry into Germany you must reg-
ister your new place of residence within seven 
business days. In Essen this means that you 
must appear during office hours in the For-
eigners’ Registration Office within this time 
frame, but in Duisburg or Mülheim it is suf-
ficient during this period to make an appoint-
ment to register. The responsible authority 
for your registration is the aliens authorities 
for the area in which you reside. 

NB: An EEA national is a citizen of Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, or Norway.

Foreigners’ Registration Office Essen 
Schederhofstr. 45
2nd-4th Floors 
45121 Essen

auslaenderbehoerde 
@einwohneramt.essen.de

Office hours: 
Mon, Tue, Thu: 08:00–13:00 h
Mon–Tue: 14:00–15:00 h
Thu 14:00–18:00 h
Fri: 08:00–12:30 h
Closed on Wednesday

https://www.essen.de/essende_formu-
lare/terminvergabe_auslaenderbeho-
erde_studenten.de.html

Division according to Home Country:

Turkey, Armenia, China, 
Georgia, Iraq, Iran,  
Pakistan, Syria

Mr. Klingberg
Tel: +49(0)201 8833 317

Europe (excluding East 
Europe), Africa, America, 
Australia, Lebanon,  
Sri Lanka

Ms. Wertheim 
Tel: +49(0)201 8833 354

East Europe, Asia  
(all other countries)

Mr. Bremen
Tel: +49(0)201 8833 351

Contact

Bürgeramt Essen (E)
Bürgeramt Innenstadt, Gildehof
Hollestr. 3, 45127 Essen
Phone:  +49(0)201 88 33222
Fax: +49(0)201 88 33223
buergeramt@einwohneramt.essen.de
Office hours: Mon-Tue 7:00 - 13:00, 
Thu 8:00 - 18:00, Fri 8:00 - 13:00
https://www.essen.de/rathaus/aemter/ord-
ner_33/buergeraemter/AnmeldenVonPer-
sonen.en.html

mailto:auslaenderbehoerde@einwohneramt.essen.de
mailto:auslaenderbehoerde@einwohneramt.essen.de
https://www.essen.de/essende_formulare/terminvergabe_auslaenderbehoerde_studenten.de.html
https://www.essen.de/essende_formulare/terminvergabe_auslaenderbehoerde_studenten.de.html
https://www.essen.de/essende_formulare/terminvergabe_auslaenderbehoerde_studenten.de.html
mailto:buergeramt@einwohneramt.essen.de
https://www.essen.de/rathaus/aemter/ordner_33/buergeraemter/AnmeldenVonPersonen.en.html
https://www.essen.de/rathaus/aemter/ordner_33/buergeraemter/AnmeldenVonPersonen.en.html
https://www.essen.de/rathaus/aemter/ordner_33/buergeraemter/AnmeldenVonPersonen.en.html
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Opening a Banking Account

While you live and study in Germany, a bank 
cheque account called a ‘Girokonto’ (Giro 
means ‘circuit’: money circles through your 
account, never seeming to stop for long) is 
indispensable. It is recommended that you 
open such an account as soon after your ar-
rival as possible. This will prevent additional 
fees when withdrawing money and will sim-
plify paying bills and meeting daily expenses. 
Monthly payments such as income (pay 
checks, child support payments from the 
state) and bills (rent, telephone, other utili-
ties) are normally handled through this bank 
account. This account allows you to apply for 
an EC-/Maestro Card that allows you to with-
draw money at many cash points (ATMs) all 
over Europe and elsewhere. The card is also 
useful for payment in many businesses, such 
as supermarkets, filling stations, stores, etc. 
You can also load the card’s chip (chip knip 
in the Netherlands) and use it as a cash card 
to pay for vending machines or parking lots.

Check out the possibilities and conditions for 
opening such an account: 

https://www.euraxess.de/germany/information-
assistance/daily-life

The Sparkasse, Postbank and the Deutsche 
Bank are virtually everywhere in every city 
and easy to access, with the Sparkasse being 
virtually ubiquitous. Each bank offers differ-
ent conditions that depend on a customer’s 
monthly income and the amount of transac-
tions in the account. Here, as in many other 
matters in business, shopping around before 
deciding on a bank is a good idea. Ask your 
colleagues at the University for their advice.
To open an account you should have the fol-
lowing documents prepared and at hand:
• Passport

• Registration form

• Residence title (from the Foreigners’ 
 Registration Office)

If you do not yet have your residence permit, 
a signed lease usually constitutes sufficient 
documentation. Proof of employment is also 
a good idea. Important! When you complete 
your stay in Duisburg or Essen, do not im-
mediately close your account. Many transac-
tions, for instance, the return of deposits on 
your flat or room, refunds of income tax or 
social security, etc., may require to maintain 
a German bank account some time after you 
left Germany.

https://www.euraxess.de/germany/information-assistance/daily-life
https://www.euraxess.de/germany/information-assistance/daily-life
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University Library (UB)

There are several University libraries located 
on the Essen and Duisburg campus 

http://www.uni-due.de/ub/en/ekataloge.shtml

The life science library in Essen is located in 
building V15, on the first floor. 
The main library is located in the red building 
R11, ground floor.

Opening hours and locations can be found 
on the homepage 

http://www.uni-due.de/ub/adroeff.shtml
In some cases the opening hours may vary, 
but all libraries are open during the core 
hours from 9:00 to 19:00.

You will receive an integrated Library ID with 
your University ID. Before using it the first 
time, you must have it activated in a special-
ised library (MINT Library). Note that in order 
to use the libraries on both campuses, the 
access rights of your library ID must be acti-
vated on both campuses.

Media and computer support

As a student of the Faculty of Biology you 
have access to the faculty computer room 
(CIP pool) in room S05 R03 H95; 20 computer 
systems are available, two of which offer all 
software in English language.

The CIP pool is open from 8:00–17:00 h dur-
ing the week (Mon–Fri).
You have a certain amount of free prints 
(equivalent to 4.80 € per month) and can also 
print your master thesis for free.

All necessary software is available on a ter-
minal server, which you can also access from 
your home computer.
Scanners are available in the CIP pool, too, 
and a presenter allows you to practice your 

power point presentations before presenting 
them in class.

Laptops and presenters for seminar rooms 
which do not have locally installed media, 
can be reserved at the IT-Service group of the 
faculty.

Sports at the University (HSP)

The sports facilities and activities at the Uni-
versity are wide-ranging, including many 
kinds of ball games, health-promoting activi-
ties, fitness- and stamina-promoting activi-
ties, the martial arts, dance and exercise pro-
grams. These are intended for the students 
and employees of the University and take 
place in the sports facilities on University 
grounds. Special conditions apply to, and re-
duced fees are sometimes charged for these 
activities. Courses are offered usually during 
the work week between 17:00 and 22:00. The 
complete programme is available at the web-
site or as a brochure in the Student Union  
Office or in the office of the University sports  
department for Essen. 

IT-Service Fakultät für Biologie

Location: S05 R03 H02 
Email: it.biologie@uni-due.de 

Cip pool

Location: S05 R03 H95
Open: 8 to 17h during the week 
(not on weekends)

University sports department 

Henri-Dunant-Str. 65
45127 Essen
Phone : (0201) 183 - 73 56
Email: hsp.essen@uni-due.de
https://www.uni-due.de/hochschulsport/ 

http://www.uni-due.de/ub/en/ekataloge.shtml
http://www.uni-due.de/ub/adroeff.shtml
mailto:hsp.essen%40uni-due.de?subject=
https://www.uni-due.de/hochschulsport/
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Orientation on Campus Essen

The Buildings on Campus Essen are colour-
coded. Most TWM lectures will take place in 
the yellow building, where the Natural Sci-
ences are located (mainly building S05). The 
engineering classes will be given in the blue 
Engineers’ building (V15). The room numbers 
on Campus Essen follow a consistent format 
with three combinations of a letter and a two 
digit number each:

Example: S05 R03 B91
S05 is the code for the Building (yellow, no. 05)
R03 is the code for the building level (level 03)
B91 is the room number (floor B, room num-
ber 91)
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Cultural Activities

There is a multiplicity of cultural activities  
on both campuses available for you:

• Essen Student Orchestra

• University Chorus (Essen)  
 https://www.uni-due.de/unichor/

• University Orchestra (Essen) 
 http://uniorchester-duisburg-essen.de/

• Student Orchestra (Essen)

• Kammerchor Salto Chorale

• Big Band(its)  
 http://www.bigbandits.org

• Englisches Theater DUET  
 (Duisburg University English Thespians)

• glassbooth (Theatre Group)

• Radio DUE (Essen)

• Film Club

• Campus Festivals

Moreover, there are numerous lecture series 
available to the public. Up-to-date informa-
tion can be found at

http://www.uni-due.de/de/campusaktuell/tipps_
und_termine.php 

and in the university events calendar
https://www.uni-due.de/de/
veranstaltungen/#current

Die Kleine Form23

https://www.uni-due.de/kleine-form/
This forum can be understood as a ‘midday 
snack’, Wednesdays between 13:15 and 14:00 
in the library lecture room in Essen. Short lec-
tures and pointed discussions bring together 
all the academic disciplines in which teach-
ing and research are carried out on the Essen 
Campus.

Poet in Residence

http://www.uni-due.de/poet/
In 1975, the first ‘Poet in Residence’, Martin 
Walser, delivered a series of lectures in Essen. 
Since then, other well-known authors, such 
as Nobel Prize winner Günter Grass, Jurek 
Becker, Cees Nooteboom and Keto von Wa-
berer, have been guests at the University. For 
each of the last thirty years the German de-
partment has invited an author who in addi-
tion to lectures and readings conducts a writ-
ing workshop with and for students.

Studium Generale

http://www.uni-due.de/de/event/studium_gener-
ale.php

The cultural programme ‘Studium Generale’ 
consists of interesting and diversified activi-
ties from the various areas of the University 
of Duisburg-Essen. It is part of the tradition of 
the cultural programme to offer insight into 
the various fields of the teaching spectrum 
and to stimulate the dialogue between the 
differing subjects. 

This group includes the Uni-Colleg (a course 
of lectures originating in Duisburg delivered 
by University personnel open to the general 
public), the Philosophical-Medical Seminar 
and the ‘Kleine Form’. In addition, there are 
the concerts by the University Choir, the Big 
Band and other ensembles.

Mercator Professorship

https://www.uni-due.de/de/mercatorprofessur/
The Mercator Professorship was established 
a few years ago to mark the twenty-fifth an-
niversary of the Gerhard Mercator University. 
The central criteria displayed by the recipi-
ent of the professorship are a cosmopolitan 
outlook and innovative contributions to the 
discussion of important issues of our time. 
Since its inception, the Mercator Professor-
ship has been able to attract exceptional per-

https://www.uni-due.de/unichor/
http://uniorchester-duisburg-essen.de/
http://www.bigbandits.org
http://www.uni-due.de/de/campusaktuell/tipps_und_termine.php
http://www.uni-due.de/de/campusaktuell/tipps_und_termine.php
https://www.uni-due.de/de/veranstaltungen/#current
https://www.uni-due.de/de/veranstaltungen/#current
https://www.uni-due.de/kleine-form/
http://www.uni-due.de/poet
http://www.uni-due.de/de/event/studium_generale.php
http://www.uni-due.de/de/event/studium_generale.php
https://www.uni-due.de/de/mercatorprofessur/
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sonalities from public life to participate in this 
prestigious lecture series. The recipients to 
date were the former Federal Minister Hans-
Dietrich Genscher, Siegfried Lenz, Prof. Jan 
Philipp Reemtsma, Prof. Jutta Limbach and  
Volker Schlöndorff.

Outside the University – 
The City of Essen

“Change through culture - culture through 
change”—the theme that palpably charac-
terises the entire region and the city of Es-
sen has also convinced Brussels. Essen, along 
with the Ruhr District, has been nominated 
by the European Commission as the ‘Euro-
pean Capital of Culture 2010’.

The Aalto Opera House has a name that ex-
tends far beyond the region - not only for 
its music, but also for the architecture of the 
building. The new philharmonia in historic 
Saalbau has quickly played its way into the 
consciousness of music lovers. The “Aalto bal-
lett theater” is the best in the region, and the 
“Essener Sprechtheater” has twice been dis-
tinguished as the North Rhine-Westphalian 
Theatre of the Year.

A collection of international renown can be 
found in Essen’s Folkwang Museum. “Villa 
Hügel”, the former residence of the industrial 
Krupp family is a regular venue for world-
class exhibitions of cultural history. And even 
apart from these special and exceptional ex-
hibitions, the visit is worthwhile, for the beau-
tiful park alone.

And finally, people who visit Essen for the 
first time are nearly always surprised: half of 
the area of the city is green! Favourite places 
for the Essen residents to relax are the banks 
of the River Ruhr and Lake Baldeney—or the 
“Gruga”, one of Germany’s largest and most 
beautiful city gardens.

For evening entertainment, there is plenty 
to choose from: the various Essen theatres, 
the GOP-Varieté or the cabaret - e.g. in ‘Strat-
mann’s Europahaus’. But a tour of the restau-
rant scene and the various pubs and clubs 
in Rüttenscheid, Borbeck, Werden, Kettwig, 
Steele or in the city centre is also well worth-
while. The legendary ‘Lichtburg’ movie palace 
and the ‘CinemaxX’ at ‘Berliner Platz’—still 
Germany’s biggest multiplex cinema—not 
only show all the latest films, but with a vari-
ety of bars and bistros also offer their guests 
the ideal opportunity to conclude an enjoy-
able evening in style.

If you would like to learn more about the city 
or find out about tips, dates and addresses 
please contact:

 

Touristikzentrale Essen

c/o Essen Marketing GmbH
Am Hauptbahnhof 2
45127 Essen

Phone: +49 / 201 / 19433
Fax: +49 / 201 / 8872 044
touristikzentrale@essen.de

mailto:touristikzentrale@essen.de
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Radboud University Nijmegen is one of the 
leading academic communities in the Neth-
erlands. Established in 1923 and situated in 
the oldest city of the Netherlands, it has seven 
faculties and enrols over 17,500 students. Our 
personal style of teaching - offering plenty of 
opportunity to work closely with instructors 
and fellow students in small seminars - en-
sures that the university does not become a 
mere 'degree factory'.

Research

Where scientists come together from differ-
ent backgrounds, new insights emerge. One 
of the main strengths of research at our uni-
versity is the way we forge cooperative links 
across national and disciplinary boundaries. 
Our top people are not buried away in their 
research groups – they derive their strength 
from a continuous exchange of ideas and re-
sults with others working in related areas. 

Mutual exchange

The mutual exchange between the city and 
the University can be heard in the intellec-
tual debates which, in a university city such 
as Nijmegen, are particularly lively. This intel-
lectual life is part of Nijmegen’s atmosphere 

and certainly contributes to making the city 
and the region a more attractive place to live.

The city of Nijmegen

Nijmegen is situated on the banks of the 
Waal, a branch of the Rhine in the region of 
the ‘Great Rivers’, and a mere 10 kilometers 
from the German border.

Oldest city of Roman origin (its name derives 
from 'Noviomagus' meaning 'new market') 
the city celebrated its 2000th anniversary in 
2005. This makes Nijmegen the oldest city 
in the Netherlands. Nijmegen was also the 
imperial residence during the Carolingian 
period. The 'Valkhof' - ‘Falcon’s Court’ - is 
the highest point of the city overlooking the 
river. It was once the site of Charlemagne’s 
castle. From this vantage point, which is now 
a scenic park, the typically Dutch polder 
landscape and rolling hills provide a beauti-
ful panorama.

The Great Rivers marked the northern fron-
tier of the Roman Empire, and no doubt the 
Romans settled here because of the splendid 
strategic view of enemy territory across the 
river. For similarly strategic reasons, subse-

Welcome to the Radboud University Nijmegen
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quent kings and other rulers chose Nijmegen 
as their place of residence.

Growth

Until a century ago, Nijmegen was a fortified 
town, its surroundings the scene of many 
fierce battles. However, in 1879 the old city 
defences were torn down, as they posed an 
increasing obstacle to the city's prosperity. 
A period of spectacular growth followed, 
and within a few decades the railway bridge 
across the Waal was constructed, and gas, 
electricity and water mains were installed in 
the city.

Nijmegen and the Second World War 

The Second World War is a black page in Ni-
jmegen's history. On February 22, 1944, allied 
forces bombed the city by mistake, killing 
800 people. A few months later, Nijmegen 
was liberated following the U.S. airborne 
landings of ‘Operation Market Garden’, which 
freed the southern part of the Netherlands 
on September 17, 1944. Badly damaged in 
the war, much was done to rebuild the city 
in the post-war period and a new city centre 
arose in which the remaining monuments of 
Nijmegen’s rich history occupy a special posi-
tion.

Profile and mission

Radboud University Nijmegen is a student-
oriented research university. Its teaching is 
geared to students as actively participat-
ing members of the academic community. 
The University also educates students to be 
critical, independently-minded and engaged 
individuals, who will eventually assume re-
sponsible positions in society with their own 
views regarding both science and society. 
The University does not regard students as 
‘consumers of education’ but as individuals 
who accept an active role and responsibility 
in both their academic education and per-
sonal development.

Studying in Nijmegen

There are many advantages to studying at 
Radboud University Nijmegen. Our organiza-
tion of programmes and our personal style of 
teaching ensure that there is plenty of oppor-
tunity to work closely with instructors and 
fellow students in small seminars. 
The University has also fostered strong links 
between education and research, creating 
a community of academic learning in which 
students can become independent think-
ers. Many disciplines employ the educational 
model of ‘Student Activating Education’, 
characterised by instruction in study groups, 
the organization of existing courses as a se-
ries of study tasks, and creating room for indi-
vidual responsibility and independence. We 
always encourage students to carry out re-
search themselves and, above all, to look fur-
ther than the confines of their own discipline. 
The University creates all the necessary pre-
conditions for a stimulating educational ex-
perience. In its programmes, Radboud Uni-
versity strives for a combination of scientific 
training and a broad ethical, cultural, and 
social education. This guarantees that Rad-
boud University Nijmegen does not become 
a mere 'degree factory'!

Excellent facilities

Several factors make it increasingly easy for 
foreign students to work and study in Ni-
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jmegen: the growing number of programmes 
taught in English, the English library, and 
state-of-the-art computer facilities. Radboud 
University is a welcoming, forward-looking, 
research-based centre of learning that covers 
the full range of academic disciplines. All the 
university buildings, lecture rooms, facilities 
and the University Hospital are situated to-
gether on the former Heyendael estate.

Enrollment at RU

At Radboud University the educational pro-
gramme TWM is embedded in the Master 
Biology in the track Water and Environment .
Students with a foreign diploma who want to 
apply for the TWM programme at Radboud 
University are referred to the following link: 

http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-pro-
grammes/application-procedure-pre-master/

On this website they find information about 
application, tuition fee, scholarships and so 
on. Students who are accepted for TWM at 
the University of Duisburg-Essen are all in 
one accepted at Radboud University. 

Service package

On the following webpage students can reg-
ister to get a service package, including valu-
able information about housing, visa affairs, 
and social activities:

http://www.ru.nl/masters/service-package/on-
line_registration/

Accomodation in Nijmegen

International students will receive help in 
finding suitable accomodation through the 
Housing Department of the International  
Office:  

http://www.ru.nl/io

All other students will receive help from the 
Nijmegen Housing Foundation: SSHN – 

http://www.sshn.nl

Campus map

The RU is a campus university. TWM lectures 
will mainly take place in the Faculty of Sci-
ence Heyendaalseweg 135 (see next page). 

http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-programmes/application-procedure-pre-master/
http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-programmes/application-procedure-pre-master/
http://www.ru.nl/masters/admission-enrolment/application-1/application-foreign/
http://www.ru.nl/masters/service-package/online_registration/
http://www.ru.nl/masters/service-package/online_registration/
http://www.ru.nl/io
http://www.sshn.nl
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Faculties (main addresses)
Faculty of Arts Erasmusplein 1 D5
Faculty of Law Thomas van Aquinostraat 6 B5/6
Faculty of Philosophy Erasmusplein 1 D5
Faculty of Science Heyendaalseweg 135 D/E3
Faculty of Social Sciences Montessorilaan 3 B5
Faculty of Theology and Faculty of Religious Studies Erasmusplein 1 D5
Nijmegen School of Management Thomas van Aquinostraat 3 C6
University Medical Centre St Radboud (Faculty of Medical Sciences) Geert Groot-
eplein 10 B3

General
International Office Comeniuslaan 4 A6
Student Information Desk Comeniuslaan 4 A6
University Board Comeniuslaan 4 A6
University Centre for Information Services Geert Grooteplein 41 D3
University Library Erasmuslaan 36 D5
University Pub (Cultuurcafé) Mercatorpad 1 C5
University Restaurant De Refter Erasmusplein 3 D5
University Sports Centre Heyendaalseweg 141 D/E6
VOX - University Magazine Comeniuslaan 6 A6

Lecture and conference facilities
Heyendael Mansion Geert Grooteplein 9 A3
Lecture Halls Natural Sciences Heyendaalseweg 135 D3
Lecture Halls Social Sciences Montessorilaan 3 B5
Lecture Halls Humanities Mercatorpad 1 C5
Linnaeus building Heyendaalsweg 137 D3
Medical Sciences Study Centre Geert Grooteplein 21 B3
Study Centre / Auditorium St Radboud Geert Grooteplein 15 B3
University Auditorium Comeniuslaan 2 A5

Others
Bank Thomas van Aquinostraat 7 B6
Bookshop Selexyz Dekker van de Vegt Thomas van Aquinostraat 1 C6
Catholic Documentation Centre Erasmuslaan 36 D5
F.C. Donders Centre for Cognitive Neuroimaging Kapittelweg 29 B2
Foundation for Student Accommodation (SSHN) Laan van Scheut 4 B1
Guesthouse Sterrenbosch Platolaan 682-824 E4
Han Fortmann Centre René Descartesdreef 21 C4
High Field Magnet Laboratory (HFML) Toernooiveld 7 E3
IOWO, Consultantson Education Policy and Organisation Toernooiveld 212 D2
ITS, Institute for Applied Social Sciences Toernooiveld 5 E3
Mercator Technology & Science Park Toernooiveld 210-222 and 300-318 D/E2
Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics Wundtlaan 1 A6
Museum of Anatomy Geert Grooteplein 21 B3
NanoLab Nijmegen Toernooiveld 1 E3
Nijmegen Centre for Molecular Life Sciences Geert Grooteplein 26-28-30 C3
SSHN - Sterrenbosch Platolaan 2-680 D/E4
UMC St Radboud Research Centre Geert Grooteplein 30 C3
University Business Centre Toernooiveld 100 E4
University Chaplaincy (Studentenkerk) Erasmuslaan 9 C5
University Language Centre Erasmusplein 1 D5
University Teacher Training Institute Heyendaalseweg 141 D5
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To study at two universities can be a challenge, due to the different rules, which might exist at 
the different places. To give you an overview about the registrations and organizational things 
you have to do during your TWM study program, we made up this chart (TWM in a nutshell), 
in which we tried to summarize all the information on exams, registration periods and needs 
for the complete program at both universities.
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This Internship guidance document is meant 
to provide some orientation about the plan-
ning and implementation of your internship. 
After some more general considerations of 
the aims and scope of the Internship, the 
practical implementation is explained step-
by-step.

All templates and forms required, and some 
useful information and checklists can be 
found in the Annex, which also contains a 
checklist for planning and scheduling your 
Internship.

General consideration

Why an Internship? The Goal

TWM aims at educating the future water and 
water resources managers, i.e. you! In or-
der to achieve this goal, practical education 
and application of the knowledge, tools and 
methods is required that have been taught 
during the first year in Nijmegen and Essen. 
The Internship will help you identify water re-
lated questions and tasks in reality and solve 
them during interactive processes with water 
managers and water users.

You will have the opportunity to get insight 
into the day-to-day business and learn the 
structure and processes of practical water 
management, for instance, addressing river 
basin management in line with the Water 
Framework Directive or flood and nature pro-
tection along large urban rivers. Be practical!

What is an Internship? The Content

The content must be water management-re-
lated. The ideal TWM internship fulfils several 
of the following criteria: It is set-up as a well-
defined and independent task, developed 

by the student in cooperation with his/her 
supervisor at an external (ideally non-univer-
sity) water management institution/author-
ity. Well-defined means that the internship 
is planned a priori and that the structure is 
already being developed before the start or 
during the very first period of the Internship. 
Independent says that the content should 
ideally be a kind of small project/task that 
may be embedded in a larger project or reg-
ular management goal of the institution, but 
that is defined as a bit of work independently 
elaborated by the student. 

This set-up also facilitates the elaboration of a 
structured report, which does also constitute 
a good training for the final master thesis. 

Good examples of TWM Internships in the 
past have been the testing and comparison 
of biological assessment tools in Nepal (su-
pervised by Kathmandu University), the es-
timation of flood events and risks in Dutch 
floodplains (supervised by Royal Haskoning), 
or the evaluation of management guidelines 
for diffuse pollution in New Zealand (super-
vised by Landcare Research). More practical 
examples and reports can be consulted at 
the RU and UDE, respectively.

Where can I do Internships? The Location

Given the goals and contents as discussed 
above, the clear recommendation regarding 
the location of your Internship is: be practical! 
You should look for a water board, NGO, pri-
vate enterprise, governmental institution, in-
ternational or other institution that is dealing 
with practical water and water resources man-
agement. This may even be a local/regional 
water supplier, provided that the institution 
offers the opportunity to conduct the kind of 

When Duration Where Workload Credits

3rd term 12 or  
16 weeks

At institutions dealing with practical 
water management

480h or 
630h 16 or 21

TWM Internship Guidelines
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self-contained work as described before.
Basically, you can do an internship worldwide 
– there are no limitations. Except, of course, 
for the money you will need for travelling and 
daily subsistence during the stay abroad. For 
more information, see the section on costs 
below and Section ‘Scholarships’ for applica-
ble scholarships and organisations to apply 
for travel grants.

The Annex provides a list of institutions of 
past Internships conducted at the UDE. For 
additional advice please ask your student of-
ficer Nadine.Ruchter@uni-due.de or your TWM 
lecturers.

When should I do my Intern-
ship? The Timing

The Internship as well as the optional courses 
are scheduled for the third term. Depending 
on the season you started TWM, this might 
be between September and February (if 
you started TWM at RU) or between March 
and August (if you started at UDE). You can 
choose between a short internship of 12 
weeks in combination with a number of op-
tional courses resulting in 14 credits; or a long 
internship in combination with a number of 
optional courses resulting in 9 credits. Intern-
ship and optional courses have to sum up to 
30 credits.

If you plan to include some field work into 
your Internship, you should try to avoid the 
winter months, which are usually less suitable 
for many outdoor topics. This is, of course dif-
ferent, if you plan to do your Internship in a 
country south of the equator. 

There is an option to combine the Intern-
ship and the master project into one larger 
project of *nearly* 9 months duration. In this 
case, you need to finish all optional courses 
Before you start the combined Internship/
master project. Such a combination offers 
new perspectives for those, for example, who 
want to include some field work in their pro-

ject, which usually extends the working time 
significantly. In particular, if you have to travel 
a lot or if you depend on certain weather con-
ditions to conduct the fieldwork. But combin-
ing both projects might also be attractive to 
those of you who wish to dive more into the 
depth of a specific topic.

On the other hand, you should consider 
some potential disadvantages before you 
decide to combine the Internship and mas-
ter project. The level of “practicality”, for in-
stance, would be significantly reduced if you 
conduct a combined project at a research in-
stitution. This may become a disadvantage, if 
you strive for a career in practical water man-
agement. But it may be advantageous, if you 
wish to continue an academic career. Thus, 
we strongly recommend to discuss your in-
dividual options with your TWM lecturers in 
due time in order to assist your decision. 

What about costs? Funding schemes and 
opportunities

We are not aware of any institution or organi-
sation that has charged fees for an Internship. 
Thus, in general, the costs should not differ 
from those you had during the same time 
period in Nijmegen or Essen. This will be dif-
ferent in case you would have to spend ex-
tensive travel costs, for instance, for flights to 
North America, Asia or South America, which 
would pose some €1,500–€3,000 in addition 
(return tickets). There is no travel budget avail-
able at RU and UDE to cover Internship travel 
costs, but both universities offer scholarship 
programmes that apply to TWM Internships. 
See Section ‘Scholarships’ for a compilation 
of programmes and requirements.

 Internship advice at UDE

Dr. Nadine Ruchter
Phone: +49 (0)201 183 3103
Email: nadine.ruchter@uni-due.de
https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.
php?id=4581#section-4

Nadine.Ruchter
uni-due.de
nadine.ruchter
uni-due.de
https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4
https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4
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Planning and Implementation

What do you do, and where?

The first question you need to answer your-
self is: What do you want to do in your Intern-
ship? The topic will then largely influence the 
second question: Where?

Do you prefer a topic including some field-
work? Are you interested in statistical data 
analysis? Do you wish to apply predictive 
modelling? Would you like to gather and 
compare information derived from inter-
views? Are you interested in socio-economic 
aspects of water management, such as cost-
benefit analysis? Do you want to compare 
management approaches or just the state-
of-the-art in two countries? These topics are 
different and require different kinds of data, 

different methods and (software) tools for 
data analysis, different degrees of discussion 
and different involvement of people’s opin-
ions. This list is far from being complete and 
shows the almost unlimited opportunities for 
you to plan and conduct your Internship—as 
long as your topic deals with water and water 
resources management.

The following table is meant to provide some 
first suggestions on where you might do 
best an Internship depending on the general 
topic.

It is recommended that you contact your 
desired TWM supervisor at the RU or UDE in 
due time ahead of the Internship in order to 
discuss your plans and to structure the work.

Topic Authority/institution

Ecological assessment of ecosys-
tems (e.g., rivers, wetlands, lakes, 
marine systems)

Universities, private consultants and enterprises on spatial 
planning and management (e.g., Touw, Royal Haskoning, 
ARCADIS), water boards, provinces, European Environment 
Agency (EEA)

Biodiversity in aquatic ecosystems NGOs, universities, regional/national authorities  
(e.g., Federal Agencies, EEA)

River basin and flood management
Water Borads, provinces, International Commissions for the 
protection of river systems, private consultants 
and enterprises (see above)

Socio-economy of water manage-
ment

Universities, private consultants and enterprises  
(e.g., Triple E [EEE], ARCADIS)

Stakeholder analysis, e.g., opinions 
and perceptions on  
water management issues

Water boards, private consultants and enterprises,  
universities

Water Management  
and Biodiversity

European Environment Agency (EEA),  
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Water Management  
and Ecosystem Services

International Water Management Institute (IWMI), Deltares, 
universities

Tentative Internship topics and possible authorities/institutions to conduct  
and supervise an Internship
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Supervision at external institutions 
and RU/UDE

In general, you will be supervised by two per-
sons, one of which is a TWM lecturer (internal 
supervisor) at the RU or UDE, and the other 
is an employee at the external institution 
(external supervisor). Note that only one su-
pervisor at UDE or RU will be necessary to su-
pervise an Internship. This applies to the ma-
jority of Internships that are being conducted 
at non-university institutions. If you decide to 
do your Internship at an external university 
(i.e., not at the RU or UDE), the supervision 
will be similar: one external supervisor at the 
external university and one internal supervi-
sor at RU or UDE. In some cases, you may de-
cide to conduct your Internship at RU or UDE. 
In this rare case, only one internal supervisor 
at the respective university will be required, 
but we recommend looking for an additional 
person at the same University to lead your 
work day-to-day. 

Your internal supervisor at RU or UDE will 
be the person in charge of assessing and 
grading your Internship. The grading will be 
done after consultations with your external 
or internal day-to-day supervisor(s). This will 
help ensure a high degree of comparability 
among the students’ assessment, as the RU 
and UDE supervisors apply the same stand-
ardised benchmark for grading.

Registration

Registration of your Internship is mandatory! 

The registration form is provided in the  
moodle course
https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/
view.php?id=4581#section-4 
or the webpage 
https://www.uni-due.de/twm/ 
and must be completed before you start your 
Internship. 
You need to let it signed by your inter-
nal (RU or UDE) and external supervisor(s) 
before you hand over the form to your 

study coordinator at UDE (Nadine Ruchter:  
nadine.ruchter@uni-due.de). Please send the 
original form to her.

The deadline for submission of your report 
is indicated on the registration form. The re-
port must be submitted to your internal su-
pervisor by the deadline. If you cannot meet 
the deadline, for instance, due to unforeseen 
problems during the implementation phase 
or due to an illness you contracted, you need 
to inform your internal supervisor at least 
two weeks before the deadline about the de-
lay. Any extension of your Internship requires 
the approval by your internal supervisor.

Implementation

After you thoroughly planned and registered 
your Internship, it’s time to start the work. We 
recommend elaborate a structure and time 
plan for the different tasks of your Intern-
ship already before you start. Such a struc-
ture might look like a simple list of steps to 
work on, such as “preliminary assumptions”, 
“research questions”, “required data”, “meth-
odological approach”, “expected results”, “lit-
erature to be consulted”, etc. You may also try 
to structure your list already like a report, so 
that your list might already work as a kind of 
table of contents of your Internship report. 
A typical structure for research-like reports is:

• Summary (brief, concise, understandable)

•  Introduction (What do you do why? How is 
the current knowledge? What are the knowl-
edge gaps?

• Material and Methods (What data do you 
use? How did you gain the data? How did 
you analyse the data and present the results. 
The meaning of data is quite unspecific; they 
may derive from field samples, literature re-
views, personal interviews, maps, or remote 
sensing.)

• Results (Just the outcome of your analysis, 
no further discussion or description of the 
methods. Be precise and avoid redundancy!)

https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4 
https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4 
nadine.ruchter
uni-due.de
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• Discussion (The discussion of your findings 
in context with the existing literature, expert 
knowledge, etc. A thorough discussion will 
show that you consulted the literature and 
critically scrutinised your findings.)

• Conclusions (What conclusions can be 
drawn from your study. Avoid overlap with 
the discussion and concentrate, for exam-
ple, on potential applications in future water 
management, or implications for current wa-
ter management.)

• Acknowledgements (Just say thank you 
to the people and institutions that provided 
assistance and support, that may have co-
financed your work or that supervised your 
Internship.)

• Literature (Must be complete, i.e. all cita-
tions in the text body must be listed here, 
and must not be redundant, i.e. must not 
contain references that are not cited in the 
text body. See Annex for citation styles for 
journal articles, books, etc. Be consistent!).

• Appendix (Supplementary material, such 
as long lists of raw data, original records of 
interviews, data sheets of literature reviews, 
forms and protocols used for data genera-
tion, etc.)

For other kinds of Internship topics, the re-
port structure may look different. For exam-
ple, if you do a review of the existing literature 
and expertise about a specific water-related 
problem, you may wish to combine the re-
sults and discussion to better address the 
main findings and it’s relevance in the con-
text of your study. On the other hand, a com-
parison of two management policies in two 
different countries may require developing 
a structure specifically addressing your main 
research questions. 

Your supervisors will be happy to help you 
define an appropriate structure for your In-
ternship report—ideally prior to the start or 
during the first two weeks. The better you 
prepare this important step on beforehand, 

the better will you be able to effectively use 
the time on-site.

Frequent guidance and opportunities to han-
dle rising questions and problems is being 
offered by your day-to-day (most often ex-
ternal) supervisor. Don’t forget to frequently 
update your internal supervisor at RU or UDE 
with major milestones achieved, with impor-
tant intermediate results, but also with prob-
lems you encountered. He/she will also be 
happy to provide guidance and solutions. 

As a rule of thumb, your internal supervi-
sor should be at least informed (ideally: in-
volved) in the definition/structure of your re-
search topic, in the discussion of preliminary 
results/problems and in the revision of the 
draft report. This will help ensure that your 
report is in line with the formal requirements 
as defined in this document. Besides, don’t 
hesitate to contact your supervisor’s for ad-
ditional advice—they will be happy to help 
you!

Final report and “field” report

The final outcome of your Internship is com-
piled in the Internship report. The report is 
due on the deadline as indicated in the regis-
tration form and must be submitted to your 
internal supervisor at RU or UDE. Make sure 
that the formal requirements (citation of ref-
erences) are fulfilled and that the language 
style has been revised by at least one addi-
tional person. This might be a fellow TWM 
student, but you may also consider a friend 
to check for the language style and errors, 
both of which do not require specific exper-
tise in ecological water management. The 
report language is English. For other options, 
see the examination regulations of the UDE 
and RU and consult your internal supervisor.
Besides, a so-called “field report” is required 
to gather some more general information 
about the institution where you conducted 
your internship and about your experiences 
there. The field report will help future gen-
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erations of TWM students find appropriate 
organisations and contact people for their 
Internship. The template field report can be 
found in the moodle course: 
https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/
view.php?id=4581#section-4.

Please submit the completed field report 
not later than four weeks after submission of 
your Internship report to Nadine Ruchter and 
Conny Mooren.

Presentation

We offer each student the opportunity to 
present his/her Internship findings to a wider 
audience of undergraduate and graduate 
students, lecturers and water managers from 
external institutions. The presentation is fac-
ultative and will not be subject to any grad-
ing. Nevertheless, we strongly recommend 
such a presentation that will provide invalu-
able training to improve your “soft skills”. 
Furthermore, you can practice to “sell” your 
results to a wider audience and defend them 
against criticism. This type of communica-
tion and discussion is part of the key com-
petences of a water manager. Don’t miss this 
opportunity!
In many cases, external supervisors may ask 
you for a presentation, anyway, as they want 
to disseminate your findings to a broader au-
dience within their organisation. Don’t forget 
to inform those you want to share the pres-
entation with you (and the internal supervi-
sor at RU or UDE) on beforehand, if there’s 
sufficient space available.

Assessment and grading

Your Internship report will be assessed and 
graded by your internal supervisor at RU or 
UDE. Therefore, the internal supervisor shall 
contact your external (day-to-day) supervisor 
for his/her appraisal and advice. The assess-
ment will be based on the Internship Assess-
ment Form provided in the Annex.

Hence, the grading will account for unfore-
seen incidences and other problems that 
may have occurred during your Internship. 
The consultation of your day-to-day super-
visor will also help assess your soft skills as 
listed in the Internship Assessment Form.

The internal supervisor is in charge of trans-
ferring your grade to the examination office 
at his/her university. 
Before the grade is being transferred, how-
ever, the internal supervisor will discuss his/
her assessment with you.

Dr. Nadine Ruchter
University of Duisburg-Essen
Faculty of Biology
Student advisor
Universitaetsstrasse 2
45141 Essen, Germany
phone: +49 201 183 3103
nadine.ruchter@uni-due.de

Mrs.drs. C.G.F. Mooren
Radboud University Nijmegen
Student advisor
Educational Institute Biosciences
Huygensbuilding, roomnumber 00.539
Heijendaalseweg 135 
6525 AJ Nijmegen
THE NETHERLANDS
phone: +31 (0) 24-3652281
c.mooren@science.ru.nl

https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4
https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4
nadine.ruchter
uni-due.de
Mrs.drs
mailto:c.mooren@science.ru.nl
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Your TWM master thesis will be your master-
piece within this study programme. As such, 
the master thesis not only needs to fulfil the 
formal requirements according to the ex-
amination regulations of both TWM universi-
ties—it must be your concise, well-structured 
and crisp elaboration of a water-related re-
search study. It must show that you’re able 
to conduct a project according to scientific 
standards, that you know scientific methods 
and are able to apply them in the context of 
applied water management. Furthermore, 
your master thesis should fine-tune your soft 
skills, such as the concise communication of 
a topic, the discussion with collaborators and 
the presentation of findings to inform both 
collaborators and the general public. 
This chapter is meant to guide you through 
the different steps of a master project, from 
planning the project until the submission 
of your thesis. Particular focus is laid on the 
practical implementation. Templates and 
forms required, and some useful information 
and checklists can be found in the Annex. It 
ontains a checklist for planning and schedul-
ing your master study and thesis.

General consideration

What is the goal of a master project?

In the following, discrimination is made be-
tween the master project and the master 
thesis. The master project refers to the en-
tire setting of your research study, including 
the structural and content-related set-up of 
your research topic with your supervisors, 
the generation of data and information and 
finally the drafting and submission of your 
master thesis. Thus, the final product, the 
master thesis, is part of your master project.
The goal of your master project is to show 

that you can master the elaboration of a 
self-defined water-related topic according to 
state-of-the-art methods and in line with sci-
entific standards. In order to be attractive to 
others, this topic should be new—a master 
project must not be the repetition of another 
study, be it another graduate thesis or a pub-
lication (e.g., paper, report).

The content

Any water-related topic can be subject to 
your master project, but you should keep in 
mind that the quantity and quality of the con-
tent should reflect the duration of 6 months, 
which is double the time provided for the In-
ternship. 

A master project may focus on different dis-
ciplines in water management, for instance, 
on ecological effects of aquatic ecosystem 
management, on the socio-economic im-
plications of water management, on the en-
gineering aspects of river basin and flood 
management, or on the comparison of man-
agement aspects viewed from the different 
disciplines. Given the manifold possibilities 
for the definition of your master project, we 
recommend contact your TWM lecturers in 
due time and discuss your options with them.  

The location

The first option is to plan your master project 
at one of the involved universities. Each lec-
turer involved into TWM regularly offers top-
ics for master projects. This is particularly 
advisable if you seek a career in science, 
but given the applied focus of most work-
ing groups involved in TWM lecturing also 
many practical topics are available. The main 

TWM Master Guidelines

When Duration Where Workload Credits

4th term 6 months At RU or UDE, at institutions dealing 
with practical water management 900h 30
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advantage of a master project at RU or UDE 
is the close supervision by experienced lec-
turers in combination with being embedded 
into a scientific research group. This also of-
fers topics dealing with international research 
projects, for instance large-scale EU projects 
at both TWM universities or topics embed-
ded in the Dutch-Chinese partnership at RU.

Alternatively, the selection of a suited af-
filiation may already be driven by your job 
wishes. If you want to enter the field of prac-
tical water management, you should look for 
a water board, governmental institution, or 
NGO that is dealing with water and water re-
sources management. This may even be a lo-
cal/regional water supplier, provided that the 
institution offers the opportunity to conduct 
the kind of self-contained work as described 
before. If you wish to work on global aspects 
of water resources management, you should 
look for NGOs or other institutions that ad-
dress the global perspectives of water man-
agement. This is not likely to be subject to 
local/regional water boards’ agendas. Large 
enterprises and entrepreneurs, such as Royal 
Haskoning and Arcadis in the Netherlands, 
also act at the global scale and may be suited 
hosts of master projects that aim at com-
bining regional and global aspects of water 
management.

The supervision/assessment of any master 
project by lecturers from both TWM universi-
ties will ensure that your master project and 
thesis are in line with the scientific standards 
set to gain a MSc TWM, irrespective of the af-
filiation of your master project.

The timing

Provided that you finished all mandatory 
courses and your Internship as scheduled in 
the curriculum, the master project will cover 
the entire 4th term, i.e. the last 6 months of 
your TWM programme. This means that you 
may consider the combination of your Intern-
ship and master project, if you plan your In-

ternship to end at the end of the 3rd term. 
You would need to finish all optional courses 
(14 Credits) before you start the combined 
Internship/master project. Such a combina-
tion offers new perspectives for those, for ex-
ample, who want to include some field work 
in their project, which usually extends the 
working time significantly. In particular, if you 
have to travel a lot or if you depend on certain 
weather conditions to conduct the fieldwork. 
But combining both projects might also be 
attractive to those of you who wish to dive 
more into the depth of a specific topic.

On the other hand, you should consider 
some potential disadvantages before you 
decide to combine the Internship and mas-
ter project. The level of “practicality”, for in-
stance, would be significantly reduced if you 
conduct a combined project at a research in-
stitution. This may become a disadvantage, if 
you strive for a career in practical water man-
agement. But it may be advantageous, if you 
wish to continue an academic career. Thus, 
we strongly recommend to discuss your in-
dividual options with your TWM lecturers in 
due time in order to assist you decision.

Planning and Implementation

What do you do, and where?

In any case, you should contact TWM lectur-
ers on forehand, i.e. before you enter the third 
term, to learn more about the topics offered 
by the involved universities and by external 
institutions.

Two major questions may guide your deci-
sion on both the topic and host institution of 
your master project: 
1. What is your favourite topic in water and 
water resources management? 
2. Where do you wish to work in the future? 

If you already know the answers to both 
questions, you are quite lucky and can start 
approaching candidate host institutions 
for your master project. If you still lack the  
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answers to the questions or if you know them 
but your preferred topic is different form fu-
ture job wishes, the question remains: What 
do you want?

If you wish to gain practical experience, a 
water board or equivalent institution may fit 
your purpose best. If you wish to train certain 
skills, for instance, statistical data analysis, a 
research institution/university would be a 
suited host. If you wish to work on the glo-
bal perspectives of water management, a 
globally active NGO or enterprise may be the 
best option to conduct a master project. 

Note: If you consider a scientific career, 
a master thesis at RU or UDE is advisable!

Given the manifold different aspects that 
may guide the decision on the topic and host 
institution, it is impossible and impracticable 
to provide a long list of topics and institu-
tions. Instead, you should discuss your ideas 

and its implementation with those TWM lec-
turers that fit your ideas best with respect to 
their expertise. The earlier your start thinking 
about your master project, the better you will 
be able to structure your ideas and find the 
best possible combination of topic and host 
organisation.

Supervision at external institutions 
and RU/UDE

In contrast to the Internship, your master 
thesis will be assessed by two assessors, one 
at RU and one at UDE. You can designate a 
first and a second assessor, which determines 
the TWM university responsible for the for-
mal procedure. If your first assessor is based 
at RU, you need to officially register your 
master project at RU. Please note that any 
Master Thesis MUST be registered with the 
exam office at UDE. In general, most of the 
lecturers at both TWM universities fulfil the 

Topic Authority/institution

Ecological assessment of ecosys-
tems (e.g., rivers, wetlands, lakes, 
marine systems)

Universities, private consultants and enterprises on spatial 
planning and management (e.g., Touw, Royal Haskoning, 
ARCADIS), water boards, provinces, European Environment 
Agency (EEA)

Biodiversity in aquatic ecosystems NGOs, universities, regional/national authorities (e.g., Fed-
eral Agencies, EEA)

River basin and flood management
RU and UDE, Water Boards, provinces, International  
Commissions for the protection of river systems,  
private consultants and enterprises (see above)

Socio-economy of  
water management

RU. other universities, private consultants and enterprises 
(e.g., Triple E [EEE], ARCADIS)

Stakeholder analysis, e.g., opinions 
and perceptions on water  
management issues

RU, Water boards, private consultants and enterprises, 
universities

Water Management and  
Biodiversity

RU and UDE, European Environment Agency (EEA), United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Water Management and  
Ecosystem Services

RU and UDE, International Water Management Institute 
(IWMI), Deltares, universities

Tentative master project topics and possible authorities/institutions to conduct and 
supervise your study are basically the same as already listed for the Internship.
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formal criteria to become your assessor. You 
should check this with your candidate asses-
sors before you register your master project.

Both assessors may also act as supervisors of 
your project, which means that you should 
not hesitate to contact them on any ques-
tion dealing with the planning, structuring, 
implementation of your master project. Typi-
cally, the first assessor will act as the main 
supervisor, but both should be provided the 
opportunity to comment on critical steps 
during the planning and implementation of 
your project. The better you keep your asses-
sors involved, the easier will it eventually be 
for them to objectively assess your thesis. 

In case your master project is hosted at an ex-
ternal institution (e.g., water board, NGO, pri-
vate enterprise), you will need a day-to-day 
supervisor at the host institution, who will 
then probably become your main supervi-
sor. You should make sure that your assessors 
at UDE and RU are being informed regularly 
about the progress of your master project. 
There are three critical steps in your project 
that may require your action to get com-
ments and advice by your assessors: 1. The 
planning phase, i.e. when you structure your 
project. 2. The drafting phase, i.e. when you 
almost finished the analysis and interpreta-
tion of results/findings. 3. The pre-submission 
phase, i.e. when the final draft of the thesis is 
compiled. At least your first assessor should 
be given the opportunity to comment on 
your plans, methods and methodological ap-
proach, your findings and draft texts. 

Your assessors at RU and UDE will be the per-
sons in charge of assessing and grading your 
master thesis. The grading will be done after 
consultations with your day-to-day super-
visor. This will help ensure a high degree of 
comparability among the students, as the RU 
and UDE supervisors apply the same stand-
ardised benchmark for grading. The assess-
ment procedure is explained further below.

Registration

Registration of your master project is man-
datory!

You must register your thesis with the exam 
office at UDE. Therefore, you need to com-
plete a registration form (see the moodle 
course https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.
php?id=4581#section-4 or https://www.uni-due.
de/twm) before you start your project. The 
form must be signed by your UDE assessor 
and by your external supervisor (if applica-
ble). Once submitted to your UDE assessor, 
who will hand it over to the exam office, your 
project is registered. The deadline for sub-
mission of your master thesis is indicated on 
the registration form (= start plus 6 months). 
Therefore, you need to submit two (!) printed 
and bound copies at UDE and two electronic 
copies at both (!) universities. Please contact 
your assessor at RU to make sure you also 
comply with the registration rules at RU.

At UDE, please submit your thesis’ copies to: 
University of Duisburg-Essen, 
TWM Examination Office, 
Universitaetsstrasse 2, 45141 Essen, Germany. 

Note: At the UDE you can print the copies 
of your Master Thesis for free. Just ask the 
IT-Service for help!

If you cannot meet the deadline, for instance, 
due to unforeseen problems during the im-
plementation phase or due to an illness you 
contracted, you need to inform your first as-
sessor about the delay in due time before the 
submission deadline. Any extension of your 
master project requires a written application 
not later than two weeks prior to the submis-
sion deadline to the head of the examination 
board (see the UDE examination regulation 
for details which can be found on the TWM 
homepage https://www.uni-due.de/twm). The 
extension requires a formal approval by the 
UDE examination board and may be refused, 
if the application is inconsistent or poorly justi-
fied. There is only one extension possible with 

https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4
https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4
https://www.uni-due.de/twm
https://www.uni-due.de/twm
https://www.uni-due.de/twm
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a duration of up to three months in addition. 

Next to the registration at UDE, please inform 
Conny Mooren from the RU of the start date 
of your master thesis.

Note: If you fail to submit your thesis in time 
(i.e. by the deadline set on registration of 
the master project = six months after reg-
istration) your thesis will be graded as “not 
passed”! Please consult the examination 
regulations at both universities on possible 
consequences!

Implementation

• We strongly recommend that you elabo-
rate a structure and time plan for the dif-
ferent tasks of your master project already 
before you start. Such a structure might look 
like a simple list of steps to work on, such as 
“preliminary assumptions”, “research ques-
tions”, “required data”, “methodological ap-
proach”, “expected results”, “literature to be 
consulted”, etc. You may also try to structure 
your list already like a report, so that your list 
might already work as a kind of table of con-
tents of your master thesis. A typical struc-
ture for research-like reports is:

• Summary (brief, concise, understandable)

• Introduction (What do you do why? How is 
the current knowledge? What are the knowl-
edge gaps?

• Material and Methods (What data do you 
use? How did you gain the data? How did 
you analyse the data and present the results. 
The meaning of data is quite unspecific; they 
may derive from field samples, literature re-
views, personal interviews, maps, or remote 
sensing.)

• Results (Just the outcome of your analysis, 
no further discussion or description of the 
methods. Be precise and avoid redundancy!)

• Discussion (The discussion of your findings 
in context with the existing literature, expert 
knowledge, etc. A thorough discussion will 

show that you consulted the literature and 
critically scrutinised your findings.)

• Conclusions (What conclusions can be 
drawn from your study? Avoid overlap with 
the discussion and concentrate, for exam-
ple, on potential applications in future water 
management, or implications for current wa-
ter management.)

• Acknowledgements (Just say thank you 
to the people and institutions that provided 
assistance and support, that may have co-
financed your work or that supervised your 
Internship.)

• Literature (Must be complete, i.e. all cita-
tions in the text body must be listed here, 
and must not be redundant, i.e. must not 
contain references that are not cited in the 
text body. See Annex for citation styles for 
journal articles, books, etc. Be consistent!).

• Appendix (Supplementary material, such 
as long lists of raw data, original records of 
interviews, data sheets of literature reviews, 
forms and protocols used for data genera-
tion, etc.)

For other kinds of master topics, the report 
structure may look different. For example, 
if you do a review of the existing literature 
and expertise about a specific water-related 
problem, you may wish to combine the re-
sults and discussion to better address the 
main findings and it’s relevance in the con-
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text of your study. On the other hand, a com-
parison of two management policies in two 
different countries may require developing 
a structure specifically addressing your main 
research questions. 
Your assessors and supervisor will be happy 
to help you define an appropriate structure 
for your master thesis—ideally prior to the 
start or during the first two weeks. The better 
you prepare this important step on before-
hand, the better will you be able to effec-
tively use the time on-site.

Frequent guidance and opportunities to han-
dle rising questions and problems is being 
offered by your day-to-day supervisor and/or 
first assessor. Don’t forget to frequently keep 
your first (and second) assessor updated with 
major milestones achieved, with important 
intermediate results, but also with problems 
you encountered. He/she will also be happy 
to provide guidance and solutions. 

Note: You should also make yourself famil-
iar with the formal requirements for master 
theses, which are provided, for instance, in 
the examination regulations of both uni-
versities!

Besides, don’t hesitate to contact your asses-
sors and supervisor for additional advice—
they will be happy to help you!

Master thesis 

The final outcome of your master project is 
the master thesis. The report language is 
English. For other options, see the examina-
tion regulations of UDE and RU and consult 
your assessors. The extent of a master thesis 
is strongly dependent on the topic. As a rule 
of thumb, the text body of a master thesis 
(from the Introduction to the Conclusions) 
should comprise some 60–80 pages. Exten-
sive annexes with original tables and materi-
als may add to this.

Instead of a written “monography”, you may 
chose to write a journal manuscript. The 

manuscript must be ready for submission 
to a scientific and peer-reviewed journal in 
order to be accepted as your master thesis. 
Please consult both of your assessors in due 
time prior to the submission deadline if you 
intend to submit a manuscript. The prepara-
tion of a manuscript requires a specific plan-
ning and needs to fulfil the formal require-
ments of the targeted journal in addition. For 
an example see Matthews et al. (2010), Hyd-
robiologia 655, pp 1–14. The first author sub-
mitted a manuscript as his masterpiece. The 
excellent manuscript was accepted with only 
some minor revisions required shortly after 
submission to the journal.

The master thesis is due on the deadline as 
indicated in the registration form and must 
be submitted to both universities. Your the-
sis must include a standard front page and 
a signed declaration that you prepared the 
thesis yourself and that all external sources 
of information are cited appropriately. A 
template front page and declaration can be 
found in the Annex.

At UDE and RU, you need to submit digital 
copies to the internal assessors of your mas-
ter thesis and to the secretary of the research 
department (RU). 

At UDE, two printed and bound copies of 
your master thesis must be submitted in ad-
dition to : University of Duisburg-Essen, TWM 
Examination Office, Universitaetsstrasse 2, 
45141 Essen, Germany, either by mail or per-
sonally (check office times before you plan 
to submit personally! at https://www.uni-due.
de/verwaltung/pruefungswesen/oeffnungszeiten.
shtml. 

Before you submit your master thesis, please 
make sure that the formal requirements (e.g., 
front page, declaration that you did the the-
sis yourself, citation of all foreign sources of 
information, consistent list of references (see 
Annex) are fulfilled and that the language 
style has been revised by at least one addi-

https://www.uni-due.de/verwaltung/pruefungswesen/oeffnungszeiten.shtml
https://www.uni-due.de/verwaltung/pruefungswesen/oeffnungszeiten.shtml
https://www.uni-due.de/verwaltung/pruefungswesen/oeffnungszeiten.shtml
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tional person. This might be a fellow TWM 
student, but you may also consider a friend to 
check for the language style and errors, both 
of which do not require specific expertise in 
ecological water management to check the 
grammar and style. Besides, you should thor-
oughly check that all tables and figures are 
being numbered appropriately and that the 
contents of tables and figures are readable. If 
you intend to prepare black/white copies of 
the thesis, you should avoid coloured figures 
with low contrast that may look alike if con-
verted to grey scale. Such mistakes do not re-
quire much time to be avoided, but they will 
have much impact on the assessment.

Note: If you fail to submit your thesis in 
time (i.e. six months after registration) your 
thesis will be graded as “not passed”! 

Presentation

The oral presentation of your master thesis is 
mandatory and is subject to grading of your 
entire master project (see below). The pres-
entation should address a wider audience of 
undergraduate and graduate students, lec-
turers and water managers from external in-
stitutions. It should summarise your research 
questions, methods, results and conclusions. 
The final presentation is also meant to de-
fend your thesis against criticism. This type of 
communication and discussion of scientific 
outcome is part of the key competences of 
a water manager and should be thoroughly 
prepared.

The presentation will take place at the first 
assessor’s university or at the external institu-
tion. Please consult your first assessor and ex-
ternal supervisor (if applicable) for a decision 
on the final venue of the master presentation 
and don’t miss to invite the second assessor. 
You should also think about potential invitees 
you would like to invite yourself, for instance, 
fellow students, colleagues at the external 
host of your master project or friends and 

the family. Don’t forget to check the available 
space before you start inviting the people.

Assessment and grading

Your master project will be assessed and 
graded by two assessors, one at RU and an-
other at UDE. If you conducted your master 
project at an external institution, your first 
assessor will also contact your day-to-day su-
pervisor there to get his/her opinion on your 
master thesis and your overall performance. 
The final grading will be based on the assess-
ment of your overall performance, your mas-
ter thesis and your final presentation. Each of 
the two assessors will therefore complete the 
Master Assessment Form provided in the An-
nex. Accordingly, your final grade consists of 
both assessors grading (40 % each of the final 
grade) and of your master presentation (20 % 
of the final grade). 

Before the assessors report their final assess-
ment to the examination office at the first as-
sessor’s university, they briefly discuss their 
assessment. The first assessor is in charge 
of calculating the final grade and transfer-
ring your grade to the examination office at 
his/her university. Before the grade is being 
transferred, however, the first assessor will 
discuss his/her assessment with you.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Funding schemes at UDE

1. PROMOS (DAAD scholarship for intern 
ships or master thesis outside of Europe)

2. RISE (UDE scholarship for internships or 
master thesis outside of Europe)

3. Erasmus + Praktikum (scholarship for intern-
ships in the EU, outside of the RU or UDE)

Funding schemes at RU

4. Radboud Scholarship Programme

No. 1 2 3 4

Eligible students All students en-
rolled in TWM

All students en-
rolled in TWM

All students en-
rolled in TWM

Non-EU (non-
EEA) students

Application at UDE  
(Nadine Ruchter)

UDE 
(Nadine Ruchter)

UDE 
erasmuspraktikum 
@uni-due.de

RU

Deadline Mid December 
(can vary)

Mid March  
(can vary) none April 15th,  

each year

Duration 6 weeks up to 6 
month

6 weeks up to 6 
month 60 days to 1 year Up to 2 years

More  
information

https://www.uni-due.de/international/outgoings_pro-
mos_duemobil.php

https://www.uni-due.de/
international/outgoings_er-
asmus_praktika.php

Graduation grants for international 
students at the University of  
Duisburg-Essen

These grants are called to tender indigent 
international students who will have com-
pleted their studies successfully within one 
year after application. Informal applications 
(free-text letter, no forms available) are to be 
directed to the International Office at: 

UDE Campus Essen
Mrs. Ira Terwyen
phone: +49 201 183-2032
ira.terwyen@uni-due.de

Applications must include the following 
documents:
• Curriculum vitae including course of  
education and studies

• Proof of academic achievements 
so far (e.g., transcript of records)

• Statement about personal financial  
situation

• References from two professors  
confirming successful grading within 1 year

• Bank account details
Deadline for application is April 30th.

Radboud Scholarship Programme

The Radboud Scholarship Programme offers 
up to 20 talented, prospective non-EEA (non-
EU) students the opportunity to receive a 
scholarship to pursue an English-taught Mas-
ter degree programme at Radboud Univer-
sity Nijmegen. The Radboud Scholarship Pro-
gramme addresses talented students who 
have obtained outstanding study results and 
who are highly motivated to pursue a Master 
degree programme at Radboud.
The duration of the scholarship can vary: 
a one-year scholarship for a one-year pro-
gramme and a two-year scholarship for a 
two-year programme. The grant covers part 
of the tuition fees, i.e. successful students will 
have to pay reduced tuition fees. The Rad-
boud Scholarship also includes additional 

ira.terwyen
uni-due.de
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costs for non-EEA students such as fees for 
visa, residence permit and health and liability 
insurance.

In order to be eligible, applicants must:
• hold a non-EU/non-EEA passport and 
should not be eligible for the lower tuition 
fee

• have been fully admitted to an English-
taught Master degree programme at RU

• fulfil the requirements for obtaining a visa 
for the Netherlands 

• have been enrolled at RU as a full-time stu-
dent for the academic year of application 
and Master degree programme for which 
the scholarship will be awarded. Applicants 
should contact RU’s internatinal office for 
further information:

A detailed description can be found at: 
http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-pro-
grammes/international-masters-students/schol-
arships-grants/read_more/rsprogramme/

Deadline for application (including all 
required documents) is March 1st.

For more information about current RU 
scholarships, please check 

http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-pro-
grammes/international-masters-students/schol-
arships-grants/#Scholarships

at Radboud or ask Conny Mooren for advise.

mailto:internationaloffice@io.ru.nl
http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-programmes/international-masters-students/scholarships-gr
http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-programmes/international-masters-students/scholarships-gr
http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-programmes/international-masters-students/scholarships-gr
http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-programmes/international-masters-students/scholarships-gr
http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-programmes/international-masters-students/scholarships-gr
http://www.ru.nl/english/education/masters-programmes/international-masters-students/scholarships-gr
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Annex I: Checklist for planning and finalising a TWM Internship

Status What When Persons involved
Planning

Contact external host 
organisations on their 
potential to supervise an 
Internship

Any time prior to the 3rd 
term, but ideally during 
the 2nd term

Contacts at your desired 
candidate institutions

Check possible funding 
schemes applicable to your 
Internship (see Annex VII)

Six to twelve months 
prior to your Internship, 
depending on the fund-
ing scheme/scholarship 
programme

Contacts at funding or-
ganisations, TWM study 
advisors at RU/UDE
(Conny Mooren/ 
Nadine Ruchter)

Define and discuss a tenta-
tive water-related topic 
with the external supervi-
sor, elaborate a work and 
time plan

Ideally during the 2nd 
term, but prior to the 3rd 
term

Day-to-day (external) 
supervisor

Look for internal supervisor 
at RU or UDE and discuss 
your work and time plan

Prior to the 3rd term Lecturers at RU or UDE

Implementation

Register your master
project at UDE

Prior to the start of your 
Internship

Internal supervisor at RU 
or UDE to sign, then sub-
mit to student advisors

Keep your supervisors 
informed about your 
progress

At least once during the 
implementation and draft-
ing phase of the Internship 
report

Internal and external 
supervisors

Get feedback on a draft ver-
sion of your report

Two weeks prior to submis-
sion, at the latest

Internal and external 
supervisors

Submit your Internship 
report in two printed and 
bound copies

Deadline as indicated on 
the registration form Internal supervisor

Apply for an extension 
due to an illness or due to 
unforeseen problems

Two weeks prior to the 
submission deadline, at the 
latest 

Internal supervisor, but 
check with your day-
to-day supervisor on 
beforehand

Finalisation

Present your findings to a 
wider audience at the ex-
ternal supervisor’s institu-
tion or/and at the UDE/RU

Depends on your external 
supervisor, but ideally not 
later than four weeks after 
submission of the Intern-
ship report

Internal or external 
supervisors

Submit Internship 
field report

Four weeks after submis-
sion of the Internship 
report, at the latest

TWM study advisors at 
RU/UDE (Conny Mooren/
Nadine Ruchter)

Fill the grade  
registration form at RU

After completion Conny Mooren
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Annex II. Template Internship Report

My Internship Report Title that should be tangible,  
informative, short and ‘sexy’,  

and that should already provide the reader with 
an idea of what it is about

Internship Report

Transnational ecosystem-based Water Management (TWM)

submitted by

First name + Initials + Surname

from Place of Birth
November 2019

Supervised by:  Indicate the name of your internal supervisor at UDE or RU 
   and his/her affiliation
In cooperation with:  Indicate the name and affiltion of your external supervisor ,  
   if applicable
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Annex III. Assessment form

Assessment form Internship
To be filled in by the RU or UDE supervisor. For assessment, apply the letters A to F (according 
to the ECTS grading system). 
If the highest possible grade is achieved (1.0 according to the German (in blue) grading sys-
tem or >8.5 according to the Dutch (ww) grading system), assign ‘A+’.

Research  
(50% of final grade) 

A 
1.0–
1.4 

>8.1 

B 
1.5–
2.1 
8.1–
7.6 

C 
2.2–
2.8 
7.5–
7.0 

D 
2.9–
3.5 
6.9–
6.4 

E 
3.6–
4.0 
6.3–
6.0 

F 
0 
≤5.5 

Remarks, 
comments 

Adequate definition of objectives and 
research questions and use of 
appropriate methods 

      10% 

Independent set-up, elaboration and 
reporting of contents  

      12.5% 

Acquisition/generation, analysis and 
interpretation of data/information  

      10% 

Creativity and originality of work and 
working methods 

      7.5% 

Interactivity with supervisors        7.5% 

Cooperation (if applicable)        2.5% 

Report  
(50% of final grade) 

A 
1.0–
1.4 

>8.1 

B 
1.5–
2.1 
8.1–
7.6 

C 
2.2–
2.8 
7.5–
7.0 

D 
2.9–
3.5 
6.9–
6.4 

E 
3.6–
4.0 
6.3–
6.0 

F 
0 
≤5.5 

Remarks, 
comments 

Quality of the contents (accuracy, 
completeness, foundation, 
conclusions) 

      25% 

Structure (internal coherence, order, 
consistency) 

      15% 

Use of language and style of writing 
(correct, consistent, scientific, clear 
and short) 

      10% 

    FINAL  
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Annex IV. List of candidate institutions for Internships
more institutions which already hosted can be found at: https://moodle.uni-due.de/course/view.php?id=4581#section-4

Name City, country Topics Experiences in TWM

Water Boards, Agencies

Emschergenossen-
schaft/ Lippeverband Essen, Germany

water and river basin 
management, flood 
management, urban 
water management

EGLV already hosted sev-
eral internships, contact: 
alexander.hartung@eglv.
de

Ruhrverband Essen, Germany

water and river basin 
management, urban wa-
ter management, water 
supply, lake manage-
ment

Dienst Landelijk Gebied Arnhem, Netherlands

Waterschap De Dommel Netherlands

Provincie Gelderland Arnhem, Netherlands

Waterschap Rijn en IJssel Doetinchem, Nether-
lands

NGOs
Deutsche Gesellschaft 
für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit GIZ

Frankfurt am Main/Esch-
born, Germany

Water and water re-
sources management in 
developing countries

GIZ (former GTZ) hosted 
a master thesis, co-super-
vised by Frank Krämer

WWF China China Water and river basin 
management

WWF China co-supervised 
a master thesis; contact: 
Prof. Tone Smits, RU: 
a.smits@science.ru.nl

Private enterprises, consultancies, entrepreneurs

Royal Haskoning Various, Netherlands 
and other countries

All kinds of water, water 
resources and flood 
management, environ-
mental flow

RH hosted several master 
thesis and internships, 
e.g, co-supervised by Ank 
Verlinden, Mirjam Groot 
Zwaaftink, Hein Pijnappel 
and others

Deltares Utrecht, Netherlands
All kinds of water, water 
resources and flood 
management, modelling

Deltares hosted a master 
thesis, co-supervised by 
Gertjan Geerling

DHV consultancy Amersfoort, Netherlands
Floodplain manage-
ment, cyclic rejuvena-
tion

DHV co-supervised a 
master thesis; contact: Iris 
Baijens

Alpinplan Brixen, Italy Flood and water man-
agement

Alpinplan hosted a master 
thesis co-supervised by 
Stephan Pichler

Research organisations, universities

Federal University of 
Amazonas (UFAM) Manaus, Brazil

Water and water re-
sources research and 
management

UFAM hosted a master 
thesis, contact: Prof. Tone 
Smits, RU:  
a.smits@science.ru.nl

Landcare Research New Zealand Water management and 
governance

LR hosted a master thesis 
co-supervised by Andrew 
Fenemor

mailto:alexander.hartung@eglv.de
mailto:alexander.hartung@eglv.de
mailto:a.smits@science.ru.nl
mailto:a.smits@science.ru.nl
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Annex V. Rules for citations and references to the literature
Note: Appropriate citation and referencing is mandatory in scientific reports, theses and any 
other kind of publication. All information, statements, data, results, opinions not drawn, gen-
erated or derived yourself must be referenced. Otherwise, you run the risk of being accused of 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious crime and will be fined. Any severe case of plagiarism will 
also lead to immediate de-enrollment. 

When citing references to the literature, the most important rule is: Be consistent! Follow the 
same style for journal articles, books, edited books, websites, or any other source of informa-
tion throughout your entire list of references. Don’t mix different journal or book citation 
styles; inconsistent style = bad style! 
During your literature search, you may realise that almost every journal has its own distinct 
citation style for journal and book references, so you cannot simply copy and paste citations 
from different journals into your report. 

The following example is meant as a suggestion to provide some orientation. The example is 
taken from the instructions for authors of the journal Water Resources Management

(http://www.springer.com/earth+sciences+and+geography/hydrogeology/journal/11269),
but has been slightly modified.

Citation style in the main text body:

Cite references in the text by name and year in parentheses. Some examples:

Negotiation research spans many disciplines (Thompson 1990).
This result was later contradicted by Becker and Seligman (1996).
This effect has been widely studied (Abbott 1991; Barakat et al. 1995; Kelso and Smith 1998; Medvec et al. 1993).

“et al.” stands for “and other authors” in case more than two authors contributed to an article 
or book chapter. If more than one reference is listed in brackets, as with the latter example, 
sort them in alphabetical order.

Reference style in the list of references:

The list of references should only include works that are cited in the text. Personal communi-
cations and unpublished works should only be mentioned in the text. Do not use footnotes 
or endnotes as a substitute for a reference list. Reference list entries should be alphabetized 
by the last names of the first author of each work.

Journal article:

Gamelin FX, Baquet G, Berthoin S, Thevenet D, Nourry C, Nottin S, Bosquet L (2009) Effect of high intensity in-
termittent training on heart rate variability in prepubescent children. European Journal of Applied Physiology 
105:731–738.

http://www.springer.com/earth
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Article by DOI in case a journal article is published online early, yet without allocation to a 
journal volume, issue and pagination:

Slifka MK, Whitton JL (2000) Clinical implications of dysregulated cytokine production. Journal of Molecular Medi-
cine. doi:10.1007/s001090000086.

Book:

South J, Blass B (2001) The future of modern genomics. Blackwell, London, 357 pp.

Book chapter:

Brown B, Aaron M (2001) The politics of nature. In: Smith J (ed) The rise of modern genomics, 3rd edn. Wiley, New 
York, pp 230–257.

Online document:

Cartwright J (2007) Big stars have weather too. IOP Publishing PhysicsWeb. http://physicsweb.org/articles/
news/11/6/16/1. Accessed 26 June 2007.

Dissertation, Master/Bachelor/Diploma Thesis:

Trent JW (1975) Experimental acute renal failure. Dissertation, University of California, 157 pp.

Report:

EEA (European Environment Agency) (2007) Halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010: proposal for a first set of indi-
cators to monitor progress in Europe. EEA technical report 11/2007, Luxembourg, 38 pp.

Annex V. Rules for citations and references to the literature  
(part 2)

http://physicsweb.org/articles/news/11/6/16
http://physicsweb.org/articles/news/11/6/16
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Annex VI. Checklist for planning and implementing a  
TWM master thesis

Status What When Persons involved
Planning

Discuss your ideas for the 
master project with a TWM 
lecturer related to the topic

The earlier, the better, but 
ideally during the 2nd term

If applicable, contact suited 
external host institutions 
on their potential to super-
vise a master thesis and to 
provide you a workplace

The earlier, the better, but 
during the 3rd term at the 
latest

Contacts at your desired 
candidate institutions

Check possible funding 
schemes applicable to your 
master project (see Chapter 
‘Scholarships’)

After the 2nd term, but 
see funding schemes for 
specific deadlines

Contacts at funding or-
ganisations, TWM study 
advisors at RU/UDE

Define and discuss a tenta-
tive master project topic 
with your 1st assessor and 
external supervisor (if ap-
plicable), elaborate a work 
and time plan

Ideally during the 2nd 
term, but during the 3rd 
term at the latest

1st assessor at UDE/RU 
and external supervisor 
(if applicable)

Select and inform your 2nd 
assessor at RU/UDE 

Prior to the start of your 
master project Lecturers at RU or UDE

Implementation
Check the examination reg-
ulations of both universities 
for detailed specifications 
on the master procedure 

The earlier, the better, but 
before the start of the mas-
ter project at the latest

Check if all required credits 
have been achieved for 
graduation and if all formal 
requirements for gradua-
tion are being fulfilled

3 months prior to submis-
sion of your master thesis

Both examination offices 
at UDE and RU

Register your master 
project at UDE

Prior to the start of your 
master project

Assessor at RU and UDE, 
both examination offices

Keep your assessors and 
supervisor(s) informed 
about your progress

At least twice during the 
implementation and draft-
ing phase of the master 
thesis

Both assessors and exter-
nal supervisor(s) 
(if applicable)

Get feedback on a draft ver-
sion of your report

Four weeks prior to sub-
mission, at the latest

1st assessor and external 
supervisor(s)  
(if applicable)

(continued on the next page)
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Annex VI. Checklist for planning and implementing a  
TWM master thesis (part 2)

Status What When Persons involved
Implementation (part 2)

Get feedback on a draft ver-
sion of your thesis

Four weeks prior to sub-
mission, at the latest

1st assessor and external 
supervisor(s) 
(if applicable)

Apply for an extension 
due to an illness or due to 
unforeseen problems (if 
applicable)

Two weeks prior to the 
submission deadline, at the 
latest

1st assessor’s examina-
tion board through your 
1st assessor

Submit your master thesis 
electronically

Deadline as indicated on 
the registration form

Both assessors at RU/UDE 
and examination office 
at UDE and study secre-
tariat at RU

Submit your master thesis 
in 2 printed and bound 
copies

Deadline as indicated on 
the registration form

Assessor and examina-
tion office at UDE

Finalisation
Arrange a date and venue 
for your master presenta-
tion at your first assessor’s 
university or at the external 
supervisor’s affiliation

Prior to or within 4 weeks 
after submission of your 
master thesis

1st assessor and external 
supervisors

Invite 2nd assessor to the 
presentation

Two weeks prior to the 
date at the latest

2nd assessor, optionally 
invited by the  
1st assessor

Fill the grade registration 
form at RU After completion Conny Mooren (RU)
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Annex VII. Template Master Thesis Front Page and Declaration

My Master Thesis’ Title that should be tan-
gible, informative, short and ‘sexy’,

and that should already provide the reader with
an idea of what it is about

Master Thesis
to attain the

Master of Science
M.Sc.

in

MSc Biology, specialisation
‘Transnational ecosystem-based Water Management’ (TWM)

at the Faculty of Science of the Radboud University,
the Netherlands

and

Transnational ecosystem-based Water Management’ (TWM)
at the Faculty of Biology of the University of Duisburg-Essen,

Essen, Germany

submitted by

First name + Initials + Surname

from Place of Birth

November 2015

M.Sc
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This Master Thesis has been prepared and written according to the Examination Regu-
lation of the Master Programme TWM at the University Duisburg-Essen and the Exami-
nation Regulation of the Master Programme Environmental Sciences at the Radboud 
University Nijmegen. This includes all experiments and studies carried out for the Mas-
ter Thesis. 

The Thesis has been written at the XYZ (name University, Faculty; external Institution…)

1st Assessor:

2nd Assessor:

Head of Examination Board at 1st Assessors’ University:*

*Not to be completed by the student.

Annex VIII. Template Master Thesis Front Page and Declaration
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Declaration

I declare that I have prepared this Master Thesis self-dependent according to § 16 of the Ex-
amination Regulation of the Master Programme Transnational ecosystem-based Water Man-
agement (TWM) published at 9 August 2005 at the Faculty of Biology at the University of 
Duisburg-Essen. 

I declare that I did not use any other means and resources than indicated in this thesis. All 
external sources of information have been indicated appropriately in the text body and listed 
in the references. 

Essen – Nijmegen, Date              Signature of the Student

Annex IX. Template Master Thesis Front Page and Declaration
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