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1. Introduction: Our iProblem

Apple Inc.'s media player iPod is undoubtedly a cultural phenomenon of the 21st century and its trademark prefix i- has become one of the world's most well-known symbols for the digital age. Despite its cultural Influence, it is not clear wich word formation process was used to coin this word, and even the meaning of its well-established prefix i- is debatable. As a digital native, it is hence highly interesting to explore the morphological formation of iPod.

The basic hypotheses of this paper is that iPod is either an acronym or an analogy. Therefore, we will take a look at the history of i-words and at both possible word formation processes, extending the analysis to other word formation processes should this hypothesis be falsified. Another question that will be dealt with is how i-words are perceived by language users with regard to their morphological origins.

The first time an i-word was coined was in 1998, when Apple Inc. introduced a desktop computer called iMac. Since then, the prefix i- has been used in a wide range of new Apple Inc. products, both hardware and software. The next device to be given the i- prefix was a laptop computer called iBook that was released in 1999. A portable media player named iPod followed in 2001; we will have a closer look at this example later on. The smartphone iPhone was introduced in 2007, and in 2010 the world saw the release of the iPad, a tablet computer.
There is also a legal dispute over the name iCloud going on between a telecommunications company from Arizona called iCloud Communications and Apple.
 iCloud was formed in 2005, which predates the introduction of Apple's cloud computing service by six years. Nevertheless its formation occurred seven years after Apple's release of iMac and therefore it does not necessarily influence the topic investigated in this paper.
[…]
3.1 Acronym
An acronym is an abbreviation, that is „pronounced [...] by applying regular reading rules, in contrast to initialisms, were each individual letter is pronounced seperately from the rest" (Plag 2003: 163). One could assume iPod to be both, depending on the status of Pod. If Pod represents the word pod, then the prefix can be described as an initialism, as it is pronounced as an individual letter. However, if that is not the case and some of our interviewees are right in maintaining, that Pod is an abbreviation for "portable device," for example, than the whole word, including Apple's trademark i- could be classified as an acronym.
[…]
3.2. Analogy
An analogical formation is "a new formation clearly modelled on one already existing lexeme, and not giving rise to a productive series (Bauer 1983, page 96). This explanation suggests that iPod was modelled on an already existing word and that, therefore, the i- is analogical to another word instead of having an own acronymized meaning. Due to the fact that the lexeme which iPod could have been modeled on would have had to come into existence before the iPod itself, there are only two possibilities, namely iMac and iBook. Both words denominate a personal computer and a laptop computer respectively. With regard to their function, their acronymical i- can be assumed to encode the meaning Internet, something that the iPod lacks.

[…]

3.2 Compounding

Compounding is the "most productive type of word formation process" in the English language (Plag 2003: 132). Although our initial hypothesis has not considered compounding as a word formation process, that could possibly have contributed to coining the word iPod, the perception study showed that 30% of the interviewees believed this to be the case – which was the second highest percentage for an answer in the study. These two facts make it certainly worthwhile to explore the possibility of iPod being a compound word.

According to Plag, compounding is the combination of two or more words to form a new one (Plag 2003: 133). Since we already know that pod is one word, the inclusion of which in the word iPod was inspired by Stanley Kubrick's 2001 – A Space Odyssey, the other word would have to be i.
[…]
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[…]
� Cf. "iCloud complaint", http://www.scribd.com/doc/57544701/iCloud-Complaint for the complaint's full text.


� Cf. Costello "Does iPod stand for anything?" for Sam Costello's acknowledgement of the lack of relation between the meaning Internet and some i-words.





