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Growing up in

transnational families.

Children’s perspectives on “good childhood”

Starting point of the project
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Dorastanie w rodzinach

transnarodowych.

“Dobre dziecinstwo” z perspektywy dzieci

Over the course of the unrestricted freedom of movement within the EU, labor migration in Poland has changed: European rather than transatlantic migration
is on the rise, and temporary labor migration in particular has increased. This has resulted in not only the increased importance of the German-Polish labor
market, but also in the creation of a variety of transnational family arrangements, strengthening the connection between Poland and Germany.

Families with mothers temporarily working abroad are often the focus of public debates but rarely of scientific research in Poland or Germany, especially from
the children’s perspective. As researchers in the field of childhood studies, we ask with this multi-method project how children perceive and evaluate trans-
national family arrangements and how they define “good childhood.”

Research interest and design

Within the DoDzi-Project, we are investiga-
ting how children interpret and evaluate trans-
national family arrangements, as well as analy-
zing how children view transnational family
arrangements in relation to a “normative pat-
tern of good childhood” - a core concept of
our project.

The project combines a sociological approach
with a perspective from literature studies and
consists of three parts:

A) Book-Analysis: Recent books for children
on transnational families are the basis for the
first part of the project. The qualitative analy-
sis focuses on the question how transnational
families are presented in books for children -
as a deviation or a viable form of living?

B) Reception study: Elementary school child-
ren in Poland are read aloud to from a book
about a child in a transnational family. Fol-
lowing this “reading journey,” they are invited
to write a letter to this fictional child - giving
advice, articulating wishes and comments. This
part of the study focuses on the question of
how children interpret the presented transna-
tional families and how they position themsel-
ves towards such family arrangements.

C) Group discussions: A passage of a book
about a transnational family is used as a sti-
mulus for group discussions between children
with parents living temporarily abroad and
children without such an experience. This part
of the study aims at reconstructing children’s
conjunctive knowledge about normative and
non-normative family arrangements.

NATIONAL
SCIENCE

Objectives

Scientifically, the project enriches:

o the sociological debate on the “"normative
pattern of good childhood” - from the
perspective of children;

o the field of literature studies by offering in-
sights into children's perception of family
and transnationality;

o the interdisciplinary discourse within child-
hood studies;

o research at the crossroad of childhood- and
migrationstudiesbyreconstructingchildren’s
views on transnationality;

o and our understanding of the perspectives
of children on growing up in transnational
families.

Publicly, the projecthelpstoinformtheheated
public discourse on children of transnatio-
nal families by offering empirical findings on

children’s perceptions of this type of child-
hood.

Bi-national and
interdisciplinary
orientation of the project

The project is a collaboration of scholars from
Poland and Germany. It includes experts from
the field of sociology of childhood and from
literary studies. Both teams are anchored in

childhood studies.

German
research team

Prof. Dr. Alexandra Koénig (PT)
Dr. Jessica Schwittek

Katarzyna Jendrzey (MA)

(All University of Duisburg-Essen,
Faculty of Educational Sciences)

Polish
research team

Prof. Dr. Dorota Michutka
(PL, University of Wroctaw, Faculty of Philology)

Dr. Zofia Zasacka
(Book and Readers Institute, National Library)

Justyna Zajac
(University of Wroctaw, Faculty of Philology)

For further information please visit: E
www.udue.de/dodzi

DFG Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft Or contact us (in Polish, German or English):
katarzyna.jendrzey@uni-due.de
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